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    Dear friends in Christ, 
I decided this past spring to make a point of reintroducing myself to the congregation. All that was left to do was to figure out the perfect time to do so.  You may be asking yourself, “Why?” Well, I will tell you…because I still get those individuals who say things like: “No offense, but who are you? What do you do here?” or “I did not even know that we had a Youth Director!  Since when do we have a Youth Director?” So, I figure that there is no better time than the beginning of the new school year to introduce myself once again…So, here it goes…  On November 10th, 2009, I signed on to become Divinity’s Director of Youth Ministry.  Prior to becoming Divinity’s Youth Director, I attended Columbus State Community College and then transferred to Ohio University to complete my degree.  I hold a BA in Psychology.  Immediately following graduation I worked as an intern at the Great Cleveland Chapter of the American Red Cross.  Then, I hopped on a plane to Eastern Europe to serve in the United States Peace Corps.  I spent two amazing years in the Republic of Moldova working as a Development and Organizational volunteer.  More recently, I spent 3 weeks in La Grange, TX this last January in an intense training with the Center for Youth and Family Ministry (a program at the Wartburg Theological Seminary).  As a product of my time spent there, I am now certified in Youth and Family Ministry.  What does this mean for Divinity?  I have established a plan for the next couple of years in which the following will be addressed:  1) Faith formation and our youth, 2) Serving, reflecting, then acting 3) Fundraising - are we a sustainable ministry?
I will be focusing the majority of my time and effort on the development of the Senior High Youth ministry and this ministry alone.  Now, I am sure there are many thoughts that run through your head when you hear me utter these words. How will she relate to my teenager?  What qualifies her to do this job? Well, I will admit that many odd hours and long hours later...I find myself in a position where I am still at a loss sometimes because I have failed to satisfy this person's needs or have not been able to relieve that person’s feelings of hesitancy toward the future of our youths’ ministry here at Divinity…Part of this may be due to the tendency for one to think that because I am in this position that I automatically should "take over" the planning of all the events, bible studies, etc. This could not be more far from the truth - in fact, I have said from the beginning that everything we do has to be as a team.  Youth ministry is like any other ministry - it will die if it's resource of "helping hands" is "cut off"!  In other words, at times it may seem that I am not doing all I should, but my intention was never to come in to this position and "take over" everything.  I am here to provide support for what you all are already doing, to offer up my services where/when they are needed, to provide new ways of looking at the ministry already in place, and (most importantly) to form relationships with youth and parents that will encourage them to realize their ministry as a crucial part to this congregation.  This process will take a little longer to bring about the tangible results we all seek, but the fruits of our faithfulness will be plentiful.  Ultimately, my goal is to help create a ministry that is self-sustaining…a ministry where youth are planning and leading the majority of their activities and their family members (parents, grandparents, mentors, etc.) are working next to them as guides in faith and encouragement. Can you imagine such a ministry? 

Where does a church family begin? 
 I thought you would never ask! It begins in the home.  The home of each young person in this congregation is just as crucial as their church home.   This is not something new and profound that I speak of, everyone! A study done by the Search Institute states: “Parents play a vital role in the faith development of their children and teenagers.  In fact, what happens in the home is probably more powerful than anything that happens in a Sunday school class, confirmation program, or youth group.” Please, do not misunderstand me – I am all for learning about Jesus and commend the avenues with which the church provides opportunities for all of us to do so!  However, one does not develop their faith by these avenues alone.

Thus, the focus this year centers on the faith formation as an ongoing process in the lives of our youth (and our own lives for that matter).  This focus strives to meet each young person wherever they may find themselves along their faith journey and provide support and resources for their travels.   I will tell you right now that this is THE most challenging topic to address in this entire process.  It will require time and effort from everyone in this church community:  from the church staff to the volunteers, from peers to grandparents, from siblings to parents…Throughout the year, we will attempt to intentionally unite those individuals who have/are influencing our young peoples’ walk with Christ with the young people themselves.  We will utilize the activities and studies planned for this year to foster these exchanges of faith stories and experiences.  Seems simple, no?  Let’s all commit to sharing our faith!
There is an overwhelming need for the Divinity family to respond to this ministry with enthusiasm, affirmation, active participation and a demonstration of its faith like never before…You can start today!  Feel free to try the any of the following:
· Intentionally create a caring conversation between yourself and a young person every Sunday

· Volunteer to help out with one youth activity each year 

· Commit to being open-minded and available to God’s plan for the future of youth ministry worldwide

With Him all things are possible, 
Laura Ramsey

Director of Youth Ministry
