
 

September, 2010 

 
Are you ready for a walk on the fun side? 

It is almost time for Rally Day! 
On Sunday, September 12

th
, the 2010-2011 Sunday School Year 

will begin! 
At 10:00 a.m., meet in your classrooms.  Posters will give you 

directions on where to go. 
 

 
 

We will then hike to the gym to study his teachings and follow his 
footsteps. 

 

Hope to see you there!   

 



ñYou know me inside and out, you know 
every bone in my body.  You know exactly 

how I was made, bit by bit, how I was 
sculpted from nothing into something.ò ï 

Psalm 139: 15, The Message 
 
Dearest Divinity,  
 I write this letter in gratitude of the 
amazing gifts you have bestowed upon me.  In 
the fall of 2011, I will be enrolling in seminary 
to begin my education in becoming an 
ordained leader for the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America.   
 

 
Tina Heise  

 
For many of you, I am a new face to put 

with a familiar family.  I am a third generation 
Divinity member.  My father, Dale, was raised 
here.  My parents were married by Pastor Don 
in my grandparentôs home.  My sister, Tricia, 
and I spent our childhood playing in the halls 
and singing in choir.  She and her husband 
were married here.  This past May, my nephew 
Alex was baptized in the same font that 
welcomed both my parents, my sister and 
myself into the Lordôs family.  Some of you may 
remember me as one of the little red-haired 
girls who sat every Sunday in our dresses and 
hats in the first row of the Sanctuary.  While 
that pew is no longer there (it is now the 
current home to the Praise Band Stage) the 
imprint of those memories will stay with me 
forever.   
  

For those friends I have not seen in 
quite some time, Iôm sure you are asking 
yourselves where my sister and I have been 
over the recent years.  Tricia is a music 
coordinator for St. Marks Lutheran Church in 
Brunswick, Ohio.  I currently serve Pilgrim 
United Church of Christ in Tremont as their 
Director of Church Operations, a position 

similar to that of our own Church Administrator, 
Larry Jones.   

 
 Over the past year, it has become clear 
to me that God is calling me in a new direction, 
one of becoming a pastor.  Someone recently 
asked me how I knew I was meant to be a 
minister.  I found that to be an odd question 
because Divinity raised me to believe that we 
are all ministers.  Where our ministry leads us 
is unique to each person.  It is through the 
support of our church family that we except our 
independent calling, and meld together like 
pieces of a puzzle, showing the picture of 
Godôs kingdom.   
 
 The candidacy process of the ELCA is 
very much like assembling a puzzle.  Each 
candidate has a series of papers to write, tests 
to take, and psychological panels to 
experience.  This is before one can even apply 
to seminary!  It is a complex design, and one 
that I could not assemble alone.  I know I canôt 
assemble it alone because I was not 
assembled alone.  This congregation has not 
only seen me grow up, but has helped to make 
me the person I am today.  Divinity has 
nurtured me, sheltered me, and loved me 
throughout my entire life.  You have been an 
instrumental part of the person I am today, and 
I am honored that you continue to support me 
by sponsoring my candidacy.     
 
 Godôs process is amazing, and I look 
forward to sharing with you my experiences as 
I continue to grow into this new future.  There 
are no words to express the joy I feel in 
knowing I will experience this with my church 
family, the family who has always helped me to 
remember that I am a beloved child of God.   
 
Wishing you Godôs peace and blessings, 

Tina Heise 
 

 
 



A True Friend 
 
ñSome friends play at 
friendship but a true 
friend sticks closer 
than oneôs nearest 
kin.ò 

Proverbs 18:24 
 

 When I arrived at Divinity in June of 
2003, Divinity had just completed a very tough 
and intentional two year interim.  Two weeks 
after my arrival, my father unexpectedly died 
from a heart attack.  Our first summer together 
was a bit rocky as we got to know one another 
under less than ideal circumstances. 
 Fortunately for me, Divinityôs parish 
administrator, Larry Jones, had already been 
here five years when I arrived.  Larry was well 
aware of how to keep Divinityôs ministry on 
track through the coming and going of interim 
pastors and finally the arrival of a new pastor 
who didnôt have his head in the game for the 
first couple of months.  Larry quickly became a 
trusted and supportive friend, as together we 
coached a team of some very talented and not 
so talented followers of Christ. 
 Staff changes needed to be made.  Lay 
ministry needed to be strengthened with 
Stephen Ministers and Parish Nurses.  Some 
wanted a new organ while others saw the need 
for a projector and screen in the sanctuary.  
Youth and music directors came and went.  For 
me, Larry has been the constant, the 
dependable and trusted friend through the ups 
and downs of the past seven years. 
 Now that Larry is in his ñupper 60ôs,ò 
retirement is inevitable.  Although our 
friendship is often playful, it is more often a true 
friendship in which we stick close together.  As 
we will probably be making a transition to a 
new parish administrator in the next month, I 
believe I speak for most Divinity members in 
saying ñThank Youò to Larry for 12 years of 
dedicated hard work in serving Divinity and 
Godôs people in our ELCA. 
 Larry will be missed but will always be a 
ñtrue friend that sticks closer than oneôs 
nearest kin.ò 

In Christ, 
Pastor Doug 
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In today's economy 
things or words like 
job descriptions and 
resumes" are 
included in everyday 
language. Some of 
us who have lost 
positions have 
thoughts about 
education and 

continuing education, perhaps to enhance an 
existing career potential or maybe change 
careers altogether. Work or what we do for a 
living is sometimes a major identity factor as to 
our place in the world.  When we are getting 
acquainted with people that is question that is 
often asked.  

As I started to think about sharing these 
thoughts with you, I remembered a devotion I 
had received from Bud Hesterman. You know, 
Pastor Don's brother. It just seems to fit the 
intent of this article, so allow me to share it with 
you now.  Many thanks to Bud for sharing 
these thoughts with us.  

"Where do you work? What do you do?  
 The answers tell a lot about a person. 
Suppose a stranger had asked Jesus, where 
do you work? Jesus might have answered ... in 
the world.  

A follow up question might have been, 
Jesus, what do you do there? Have you 
thought of how Jesus might have answered? 
His response might have been something like 
this. Oh, I do a lot of different stuff. I preach in 
synagogues. I teach there too. And in the 
temple, on hillside, and lakeshores. I heal all 
sorts of diseases. I've raised people from the 
dead. I get tough once in awhile too. I've 
chased money-changers off the temple g 
rounds and even used a whip to do so. I have 
had some tough discussions with a lot of 
intellectuals and called some religious leaders 
some pretty nasty names.  

I've made so-called religious leaders 
pretty upset by eating with sinners and tax 
collectors. I've helped people with bad 
reputations. I have even cradled in my arms 
lepers and outcastes. I have been frustrated 
with my followers when they don't get what I 
am teaching. My greatest job I have saved for 
last.   

Where do you work? Jesus sends us 
into the world even as he sent His disciples 
into the world. Isaiah was ready to go 
wherever God would send him, and his 
example makes us think of missionaries 
who are sent to another land. But they are 
just a tiny faction of the church. In reality, 
Jesus sends us all into the world.  

Some he sends into classrooms to be 
his staunch friends  
 Some he sends into engineers offices to 
speak up for him.  

 Some he sends into shopping malls 
to be an example of a Christian life.  

 Some he sends into bridge clubs 
to invite friends to visit their church.  

 Some he sends into condos, co-
ops and nursing homes to offer a word of 
hope.  

Some he sends into neighborhoods 
where there are un-churched.  

 To some he allows pain and sorrow 
to show that Jesus' love conquers all.  

God has created us to be whom we are 
and has given us the talents to work where we 
do. He has sent us to live and work in places 
where there are people who need to see Christ 
in us and to hear from our lips the news of 
God's great love.  

Isaiah 6:8 I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us. And, I said, here am I; send me.  

John 17:18 Christ prayed, as you have 
sent me into the world, so I have sent them into 
the world.  

ñDear Lord and Savior, help us to see 
the mission field into which you have placed us 
so that your name, your love, and your offer of 
salvation will reach those in need.  Amen"  

As the fall season arrives here at 
Divinity or wherever you are may you 
find many opportunities to share what 
you have first received . . . God's love.  

Blessings to you,  
Loretta 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

Adelina Marie Ramsey 
Born ï August 5, 2010 

Daughter of our Youth Director, Laura Ramsey and her husband, Wes. 
 


