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11877 Blossom Ave., Parma Heights, OH 44130 March, 2011 
Phone:  440/845-2060; Email:  divinitychurch1@sbcglobal.net    Web: www.divinitylutheran.com 

 

 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Worship 
 

Ash Wednesday, March 9, 2011 
12:00 p.m. ɂ Worship with Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes  

6:00 p.m. ɂ Dinner served by Parish Health Ministry ɂ Fellowship Hall  
7:00 p.m. ɂ Worship with Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes  

Ȱ4Ï ,ÏÏÓÅ ÔÈÅ "ÏÎÄÓ ÏÆ )ÎÊÕÓÔÉÃÅȱ ɂ Isaiah 58:1 -12 
 

Wednesday, March 16, 2011 
6:00 p.m. ɂ Dinner served by Arts in Action ɂ Fellowship Hall  

7:00 p.m. ɂ Lenten Worship  
Ȱ2ÅÓÔÌÅÓÓÎÅÓÓȱ ɂ Psalm 77 

 

Wednesday, March 23, 2011 
6:00 p.m. ɂ Dinner served by Board of Youth ɂ Fellowship Hall  

7:00 p.m. ɂ Lenten Worship  
Ȱ/ÐÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȱ ɂ Psalm 40 

 

Wednesday, March 30, 2011 
6:00 p.m. ɂ Dinner served by Women of the Church ɂ Fellowship Hall  

7:00 p.m. ɂ Lenten Worship  
Ȱ2ÅÃÏÇÎÉÔÉÏÎȱ ɂ Psalm 139 

 

        Lenten Conversations:   
          a Journey through the Book of Psalms  
 

Lent is a season of spiritual development.  Deep within our core we know that for our 

spirits to be fulfilled and our hearts to grow, we need to have an open dialogue with 

God. But outside of worship, how many of us really talk to God on a regular basis? 
 

There are certain people to which daily prayer and meditation comes easily.  My father, Dale, is one of 

those people.  He prays before every meal, while he is driving his car to work in the morning, and be-

fore he goes to bed at night.  He is constantly talking to God, and what I find so beautiful about their 

relationship is that itõs about honest communication rather than poetic spirituality.  My dad is not the 

flowery language sort of guy, and I can say with a respectful confidence that his prayers are simple, 

straightforward and to the point.  That being said, he engages in prayer more often, honestly, and 

comfortably than anyone else I know. 
(continued on page 2) 
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This may come as a surprise, but talking to God 

isnõt a natural action for me.  Our relationship is 

such that I feel Godõs presence easily, and am 

comfortable praying for others, but struggle with 

expressing my own needs.  I actively work at find-

ing balance in my prayer life because, quite hon-

estly, I donõt always know where to start.  When I 

talk to God, I meditate first to create a sacred 

space in my heart for honesty.  But there are times, 

even when that space has been created, that I still 

donõt know what to say.  I am clearly comfortable 

praying for others, but I wonder, does God care 

when I have days when I just want to talk about 

myself?  Can I talk about my frustrations and fears, 

even when they are small?  How can I make these 

conversations more meaningful? 
 

I know I am not alone in trying to develop a mean-

ingful prayer life because, if so, there would be no 

need for a devotional section at Barnes & Noble.  

Prayer takes practice.  God understands that we 

need time to develop a conversational prayer life, 

and because of that understanding, provided us 

with the blessing of the Lenten season.  During 

Lent, we are given the opportunity to reflect on Je-

susõ sacrifice and look at humble avenues for con-

necting to our Savior.  Lent is devoid of the liturgi-

cal glitz and glam that surrounds us the rest of the 

year, and by returning to our bare essentials we 

can best explore how to have basic and straightfor-

ward conversations with God.  We also can get 

back to the roots of our prayer life year after year 

when Lent returns, because as we evolve the 

needs of our prayer life do, too. 
 

This Lent, I invite you to join me for a five week se-

ries of Wednesday prayer services based on the 

book of Psalms. Together, we will examine how we 

can look to the psalmist to discover new ways of 

talking to God about familiar issues: 

RESTLESSNESS ð MARCH 16, PSALM 77 

OPPRESSION ð MARCH 23, PSALM 40 

RECOGNITION ð MARCH 30, PSALM 139 

SORROW ð APRIL 6, PSALM 102 

FORGIVENESS ð APRIL 13, PSALM 51 
 

The services will be held at 7:00 pm, immediately 

after the annual Lenten Dinner Series sponsored 

by Divinity boards and committees.  I have been 

told by Pastor Doug that these dinners are Lenten 

treasure and are some of the best meals we share 

together all year. 
 

I am so honored to present this series to my church 

family, and look forward to sharing a season of ful-

filling food, fellowship, worship and prayer with 

you. 

Wishing you Godõs peace and blessings ~~ Tina Heise 

Divinity Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 

Our Monday evening and 
Wednesday morning Bible 
study groups have been faith-
fully reading and discussing 
the Book of Revelation since 
the beginning of September.  
Weôve learned the powerful 
image of Jesus as ñthe Lamb 
that was slaughteredò (Rev. 5:12) becomes 
the central symbol of Christ for all of Revela-
tion.  As we begin our March Lenten journey, 
this image of the Lamb not only reminds us of 
Jesusô vulnerability and suffering, but our own 
vulnerability and suffering when we truly reject 
the prevailing culture, whether it be Roman or 
American culture, and follow Jesus to the 
cross. 

Author Barbara Rossing sums up our calling 
with these words:  ñJust like the Lamb, Godôs 
people are called to conquer evil not by fight-
ing, but by remaining faithful, by testifying to 
Godôs victory in self-giving love.ò 
 
Sometimes even in the church we choose to 
fight with one another rather than to love one 
another.  In the past few years our debate 
over human sexuality has caused more fight-
ing than loving.  During a telephone conversa-
tion with an old friend, Dr. Jon Pahl, he de-
scribed to me a workshop heôs been teaching 
in churches along the east coast.  That work-
shop is described in the insert included in this 
Digest.  The workshop is open to anyone who 
is interested.  If youôd like to be a part of this 
Friday evening and Saturday morning experi-
ence, return the registration form to our 
church office. 
 
Jon was well received during his last visit to 
Divinity, when he talked about ñShopping 
Malls and other Sacred Spaces.ò  Jon is a 
very gifted teacher who will challenge us to 
think in new ways.  I hope youôll join us on 
April 29-30. 

In Christ ñ Pastor Doug  
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March is the time of year when I look out the 
windows and usually think about all the won-
derful things that will soon be in bloom.  But, 
before the thoughts can blossom, I have to 
look out through the dirty windows.  The fall 
and winter months have added to their grime.  
I guess it might be a woman thing.  I know it 
was instilled in me as a child that Spring 
meant it was time to really clean house.  Can 
any of you remember taking the rugs outside, 
hanging them on the clothesline and beating 
them to get the dust out?  How about the 
world of curtain stretchers?  Those were the 
good old days? 
 
There were other things or maybe sayings 
that I was brought up with.  Do you remember 
hearing things like: ñCleanliness is next to 
Godlinessò, or ñWe may be poor, but we can 
be cleanò? 
 
In todayôs world I have heard things said like 
òcanôt they send their kids to school in clean 
clothesò?  The sentence of ñwe may be poor, 
but we can be cleanò just doesnôt ring true 
anymore.  And it wasnôt until recently that I 
found what might be the answer to that.  I 
donôt know about WIC, the aid for some fami-
lies, but I have found out that food stamps 
will not provide for the purchase of paper 
products, cleaning products or personal hy-
giene products, like toothpaste, bars of soap, 
laundry soap, etc. In these difficult times, 
some families must choose between food and 
cleaning products, just like some seniors must 
choose between food and their medicines. 
 
Perhaps this is something we can keep in 
mind as we bring our offerings for the Re-
deemer Crisis Center. 

We now know about the poverty that exists at 
Parma Park School and the surrounding com-
munity.  More than a few of our Family has 
stopped me to express their concerns and 
caring for our immediate community.  So, as 
you might expect, I am getting back on the 
School Bus platform again.  With the coming 
of Spring, it seems like a good time for our 
Family to offer what we can in support of our 
community. 
 
So, I am proposing that we dedicate the 
month of March to bringing in cleaning sup-
plies of all kinds, and all kinds of paper prod-
ucts, as well as personal hygiene products to 
fill the ñBUSò box.  There will be a list of sug-
gested items attached to the ñbusò, but you 
are not limited to the list. 
 
AND, in case you are wondering.  We did 

have six new coats 
for the six children 
at Parma Park who 
needed a coat.  I 
had seen some of 
the kids on those 
bitter cold days 

wearing just a sweat shirt.  At the time, I am 
writing this article, I donôt have a conclusion 
about the school supplies that are needed, but 
I will let you know when the drive is over what 
the results were. 
 
One more thing, Jodie Hausemann, the Prin-
cipal at Parma Park, asked if she could come 
and personally thank us for all that we are do-
ing.  She will be here on Sunday, March 27.  
Please stop by and talk with her. 
 
The really great thing about all of the help we 
are providing is that so many of you are telling 
me how good you feel about helping our com-
munity now that you know how difficult it is for 
some of the local families. 
 

Our loving Divinity Family continues 

to be blessed to be a blessing.  Thanks 

be to God!  Loretta 
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Church 

Street  

Ministries  
 

Have you ever wanted to donate large 

items like a refrigerator or stove or 

mattress and box spring, and know 

that the proceeds benefit those in 

real need? 
 

Dave Worsencroft manages the Second 

Mile West Furniture Store ,  which is a 

very special ministry sponsored by the First 

Congregational United Church of Christ of 

Berea.  David, a member of Divinity, is the 

gatekeeper for a ministry that sees to it 

that donated furniture and house wares are 

sold at low prices or given at no cost to the 

needy.  It is with his 

leadership that we 

hope to respond to 

the needs of those 

at poverty level in 

our church neighborhood.  It is another part 

of the Parma Park School Bus outreach pro-

gram here at Divinity.  
 

The reduced priced items are sold from 

398 W. Bagley Road (thrift shop) and at 

1480 W. Bagley Road (furniture store), 

both in Berea, on Thursdays 9a -6p, Fridays 

9a-5p and Saturdays 9a -5p.  On most Thurs-

days a team of employees deliver one or two 

truckloads of furniture and household items 

into the homes of 4 to 5 families who are in 

desperate need of beds, kitchen tables, and 

chairs, lamps, pots and pans, and silverware.  
 

Contact Dave Worsencroft at 

440.239.0549 for large item pick -ups! 

In concert  

Sunday march 6, 2011  
3:30 p.m. 

Divinity Lutheran Church  
presents  

the world renowned   

hector olivera  
on our 132 rank  

rodgers/ruffatti pipe organ  

www.hectorolivera.com  

ºCOMMUNITY OUTREACH 
THROUGH THE ARTS!» 

 

First, just reminder that Hector Olivera will per-
form in our Sanctuary on Sunday March 6th, at 
3:30 p.m.  It is one of two scheduled concerts for 
Ohio.  Secondly, we would like to thank Music Min-
istries for their hymn fest on February 27 th.  We 
hope that all who attended enjoyed it.  
 

At this time, Arts in Action is looking 
to next fall to provide quality pro-
grams and events for our family and 
our neighbors.  Those of our mem-
bers who have attended our events, 
please go out and invite your family 
and friends to our programs next season. 
 

We are seeking suggestions for groups and artists 
of all genres in the performing and visual arts.  If 
you have an idea or suggestion please let one of 
the committee members know. 
 

Finally, remember that without our sponsorship 
program we would not be able to fund our pro-
grams.  Arts in Action is a self-funded program and 
exists on advertising, and sponsorships.  Support 
can come through sponsorship levels in memory of 
a loved one or to the glory of God, etc.  There are 
three levels of giving:   Platinum, Gold and Silver. 
Any committee member will be able to answer your 
questions. 
 

Remember Christ asked us to be  
fishers of men!  
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Youth in the Digest!  
 

With the business of our lives making 

everything seem like the #1 priority 

these days, how does the vicious cycle 

end?   
 

òDon't become so well-adjusted to your cul-

ture that you fit into it without even thinking. 

Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be 

changed from the inside out. Readily recog-

nize what he wants from you, and quickly re-

spond to it.  (The Message, Romans 12:1-2) 

 

Last month I mentioned the idea of 

òbeing in the world, but not of itéó  Since 

this time, I have worked hard to practice 

what I am preaching.  By taking on this quest 

in the day to day - small successes have pre-

sented themselvesé 
 

I rejoiced with the youth one day in 

class when one of my students mentioned 

that getting a ride one day while on his way 

to the local REC Center was an unexpected 

joy.  We all shared stories of how the simple 

blessings in life were more noticeable when 

we had our eyes òtruly openó and in search 

of Christõs presence. 
 

 
(Sr. High Fall Retreat 2010)  

 

Recently, the youth excitedly talked 

about their plans to attend the Sr. High 

Spring Retreat and I cannot blame them.  

They were all smiles as they discuss that this 

event is a welcomed one and a time for rest, 

relaxation, and refocusing their priorities in 

their day to day lives.   

 

Several youth took time out to 

serve at the Spaghetti Dinner and 

Silent Auction last month and took 

pride in doing so!  Their efforts 

awarded them with monies 

raised, of course, but they actually told me 

they had a good time planning some of the 

details, setting up the event and serving the 

meal. What originally seemed like a ton of 

work ended up being a bigger deal to them 

knowing they were active in their ministryé

they made it a priority for the sake of Godõs 

work in the world.  Can we as a congrega-

tion ask for anything more?  

 

 
 

OTHER NEWS:  
 

REMINDER :  Laura is in the office on 

Tuesdays, Thursdays (until the end of 

April) and Sundays!!!  
 

 

Youth to host Lenten 

Meal on Wednesday, 

March 23 rd !!!  
 

 
 

MAKE NOTE, CAMPERS!  The dead-

line for registrations and dues has been 

moved to Friday, March 25 th before 5 pm 

due to the Lenten Meal which is being 

hosted by the youth.  

 

Easter Candy Making and Sales ap-

proaching!!!  Be sure to read your 

weekly bulletins for details!!!  

 

Attention Divinity Family!!! The Youth 

Board is seeking a Co -Director.  If inter-

ested, contact Denise Kronenberger or 

Jeanne Bemer TODAY!  
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CONGREGATION  NEWS  
 

BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS...  
 

to COLE EDWARD MANGANO 

who was baptized on February 

13, 2011 at 9 am worship.  Cole 

is the son of Damon and Jennifer 

(Frimel) Mangano. 

 

BABY CONGRATULATIONS...  

To Brian and Melissa Snow  

upon the birth of their daughter,  

COURTNEY AVA SNOW on  

January 23, 2011. 

 

THOUGHTS & 

PRAYERS...  
 

...For the family and friends of 

DENNIS MUDRA whose cele-

bration of life service was held 

at Divinity on Wednesday, January 26. 
 

...For the family and friends of AL RADEFELD 

whose celebration of life service was held at 

Divinity on Saturday, January 29. 

 

...For the family and friends of PHYLLIS 

McNEELY who entered the church triumphant 

on Thursday, February 3. 

 
MEMORIAL GIFTS  

 

Communion Kits... that will be pre-

sented to the Stephen Minis-
ters being commissioned on 
March 13 are a gift from Rick 
Haase as designated from the 
Memorial fund for his father, 
STAN HAASE.  
 

A Piano Dolly... that will be used for 

the piano in the music directorõs office 
was purchased as a gift from the RON 
MARVIN Memorial fund.  

 

 
 

BIBLE  

PRESENTATIONS  
 

On Sunday, January 23, 2011, 

the following students received 

their Bibles:   

Mackenzie Brunecz, Nathan Chilia,  

Macey Chmura, Kyla Cryak,  

Mikala Dymond, Camryn Eaton,  

Rian Klein, Shane Murphy,  

Blaine Rick, Gerald White 

 
STEPHEN MINISTERS  

COMMISSIONED  
 

On Sunday, March 13, 2011, five 

Stephen Ministers will be commis-

sioned for Caring Christian ministry here at 

Divinity.  There will be a brief reception in the 

parlor at the 10 am hour.  Please join us in of-

fering your best wishes to: 

Sally Brininger, Lana Gray, Bill Rettig, 

Mark Tinay, Ken Vadini 

Confirmation Class 
Sermon Notes: 

 

"The sermon caused me to think about 
how in the movie òThe Blind Side,ó 
someone who had little money, with 
the help of a rich family, became a 
really good football player and now 
has a lot of money.ó 

   Kyle Panico 
 

òI will remember the huge piece of 
body that Pastor Doug gave me.  I love 
that bread.ó 

           Brandon Kalbrunner 
 

òI was thinking about all the camping 
trips I took and how I would go home 
with thousands of bug bites!  But it 
brought my family closer.ó 

   Mackenzie Grey 
 

"Letting my light shine forth means I 
must be active and not feel guilty for 
my efforts if they fail.ó 

   Dave Worsencroft 
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 The CHILDREN THANK YOU! 
Due to your loving and kind response to our 
recent plea to help our neighborhood through 
Parma Park School, we provided the follow-
ing to the students: 

7 packages of notebook filler paper, 29 folders 
10 notebook pouches, 12 spiral notebooks, 

2 boxes Kleenex, 3 glue sticks, 21 glue bottles 
2 pkgs. Gallon plastic bags, 25 erasers 

2 pkgs. Quart plastic bags, 3 pkgs. Red pens  
10 packs ñPost-itò notes, 1 ruler 

18 boxes colored pencils, 25 erasers 
6 scissors, 248 pencils, 5 dry erase markers 

AND 7 brand new coats for the kids who really 
needed them! 

 

God loves a generous giver and you certainly 
spoke of His love to the children of Parma 
Park.  THANK YOU!! 

 
Dear Pastor Doug, 
We are very grateful to you for your support of our 
family as we experienced the loss of our beloved 
husband, father, and grandfather.  Thanks for your 
prayers and words of comfort at the hospital that 
kept reminding us that Daniel would be safe at 
home in Godôs house when he left us. 
 

Thank you for your guidance through the funeral 
preparations, and for delivering such a wonderful 
sermon incorporating his life into the 23rd Psalm.  
The slide show was nicely done, and digging into 
the golf archives was a great idea.  That was our 
first look at those pictures of him with his golf bud-
dies, and it was evident how much he enjoyed the 
trips down south with the gang and the camarade-
rie they all shared.  We now suspect that he was a 
much better golfer than he led us to believe!  It 
was especially meaningful to have his favorite golf 
buddy, Pastor Don, assist in the service.  After-
ward, we received many compliments 
on what a beautiful service it was. 
 

We would also like to express our 
appreciation to the wonderful women 
of Divinity who prepared and served 
a delicious meal to our family and friends following 
the internment.  What an amazing group! 
 

It is hard to adequately thank you for all your kind 
support, for helping us navigate through this diffi-
cult time, and helping to ease the pain by remind-
ing us of the promise of new life for Dan.  We are 
so grateful to you and our Divinity Family for all 
youôve done.  Godôs blessings, 

Peggy Yee and Family 

PARISH LIFE 2011 
 

The Parish Life Committee has been busy 
planning activities for 2011. Check your sched-
ule and plan on attending these fellowship 
activities:  
 

A spring Care Share Dinner is be-
ing planned for Sunday April 3. 
This is a way we at Divinity can 
share a warm meal with those in our 
church family and our community who are in need 
of help. Unemployment remains high and many 
don't have sufficient funds for a good meal each 
day. If you'd like to help contact Louise Hamula. 
 

Lenten season and Easter begins with an Ash 
Wednesday dinner in the fellowship hall on 
March 9, 2011. Each Wednesday evening before 

worship service dinners will be provided 
by one of Divinity's church groups. This is 
a good opportunity to reflect on your 
Easter Journey and have fellowship with 
your sisters and brothers in Christ. 

Easter Sunday we are planning a Continental 
breakfast for all between services. 
 

We are in hopes of planning a 
church picnic early in June so watch 
for the date and time in coming Di-
gests. All of these activities are fan-
tastic opportunities to bring family, friends, and 
neighbors and experience Christ's love here at 
Divinity. 

 

Dear Pastor Doug, 
Thank you for leading our fatherôs funeral service.  
Divinity Lutheran was held in high regard by him 
and you did an excellent job with the service.  We 
appreciate all you did for him, for us and for our 
families and friends.  Thank you again and best 
regards to your wife.  She has a beautiful voice.  
Also thanks to Paula for putting together such a 
nice program.  Best regards and God Bless. 

~~ Ted & Bryan Burney and families 
 

z{ z{ z{ z{ 
Dearest Divinity Family, 
We were overwhelmed with thoughtfulness, car-
ing, and love upon the passing of husband and 
father, Alfred.  Thank you for your support, help, 
cards and letôs not forget the food, during this try-
ing time.  We were deeply touched.  God Bless 
you all. 

Alice Radefeld ~~ Alan & Linda Radefeld 

Reed & Nancy (Radefeld) Groethe 
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When we look at the church finances, we have two main categories of funds. 
 

First are the General Operating Funds.  General Operating Funds are monies used for the day to 
day operation of Divinity.  This would include ministries that we do not want to terminate at the end 
of the year, salaries, utilities, normal building repairs and upkeep, and anything else we do on an on-
going basis.  These ongoing expenses can be larger than some might realize.  For example, our gas 
bill for the year was $24,390 and our electric bill for the year was $15,179. 
 

We finished the year with $16,457 in the general operating fund.  This happened because our mem-
bers were very generous in December, giving almost $55,000 in general offerings.  The only nega-
tive was that we finished the year a little over $8,000 behind in benevolence payments to the ELCA.  
A January general operating beginning balance of $16,000 means that things are going to be very 
tight by the end of the summer.  So we unfortunately could not make up the shortfall in money owed 
to the ELCA.  Shortfalls like this, times many churches, can create some real challenges for the 
ELCA. 
 

The second main category of funds are the dedicated funds.  Dedicated funds are for projects that 
have a definite ending date or a very pressing need to have the money kept separate from the regu-
lar church finances.  One example would be for a youth trip.  The youth raise money for the trip, and 
then spend it to do the trip.  Another example would be the library money.  Many years ago a gift of 
$10,000 was given to help pay for library expenses.  A stipulation of the gift was that only interest 
generated from that money could be used (thus guaranteeing the money would never run out).   
Money given on a dedicated basis has to be to one of the existing dedicated accounts.  Additional 
dedicated accounts can only be established by permission of your friendly treasurer and/or of the 
finance board.  The table below shows the year end balance of our dedicated accounts: 
 
I welcome any questions.  You can leave 
a message in my mailbox at church, stop 
me on Sunday, or give me a phone call at 
216-524-2714.     
 

Yours in Christ ~~ Jim Deily  
 
 

Pastor's Discretionary $393.75 

Capital Improvement/Maintenance $8,530.02 

Senior High Outdoor Adventure Camp $238.45 

Seminary Student $2,871.42 

Parish Health Ministry $1,478.76 

Youth Camp $1,342.26 

Special Collections $2,007.23 

Walk of Faith $14,100.21 

Divinity Hunger $7,546.63 

Via de Cristo $260.58 

Friends of the Library $2,165.01 

College/Military Care $578.97 

Arts in Action $5,930.08 

Youth National Event $2,006.87 

Senior Youth Activities $2,991.12 

Pastor Relocation Fund $2,169.43 

Memorials $9,996.02 

Youth Inv Fund (used for Natôl Youth Gath-
ering) $6,797.90 
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It took me ten years to fulfill my dream trip ñ 
to go to the Holy Land and to follow the foot-
steps of Jesus.  My first attempt was in the 
1980õs, but when the tour group was ready to 
go, the Israelis and the Palestinians started 
shooting at each other.  The tour company 
cancelled the trip because they wouldnõt be 
able to guarantee our safety.  The second at-
tempt was in the 1990õs and the same thing 
happened.  They offered to substitute the 
òFootsteps of Pauló, but Iõve been in Turkey 
during my Mediterranean cruise so I refused 
to go there again.  The third time was a 
charm.  Last Fall, I joined the Holy Family 
church tour group led by Fr. Evans.  The 
Catholic Church has good connections in the 
Holy Land because there was a small chapel 
or altar all set up at most of our stops where 
he celebrated Mass. 
 
Upon arrival in Tel Aviv, our motor coach 
driver and our local tour guide met us at the 
airport where we started our sightseeing tour.  
We drove north to Caesarea to view the ruins 
of the Crusadersõ fortresses and moats.  Con-
tinuing along the coast, we saw the aqueducts 
that carried water from Mt. Carmel to 
Caesarea.  On to Megiddo located on the 
Plain of Esdraelon, where we visited the mu-
seum, ruins of the city and Solomonõs stables.  
We continued on to Haifa where we climbed 
Mt. Carmel for a magnificent view of the sea 
and harbor.  Then we stopped at the Carme-
lite Monastery and Elijahõs Cave as well as the 
Bahai Temple with its lovely Persian Gardens.  
Finally, we arrived in Tiberias where our hotel 
was located. 
 
Early the next morning, we crossed the Sea of 

Galilee (on a wooden fishing 
boat identical to the ancient 
ones) to Capernaum, which 
was the center of Jesusõ minis-
try.  We visited the ruins of 
the second century synagogue 
then on to Tabgha, the side of 
the Miracle of the Loaves and 
Fishes.   

 
When we stopped for lunch at the local res-
taurant, everyone ordered St. Peterõs fish 
(Tilapia) served with its head and tail intact.  
Then on to the Mount of Beatitudes where Je-
sus preached the famous sermon on the 
mount and where He chose the twelve apos-
tles. 
 
The following day, we drove to Cana, the site 

of Jesusõ first miracle of turning 
water into wine.  Four couples in 
our tour group renewed their wed-
ding vows and each received a 
beautiful certificate to commemo-
rate the occasion.  We proceeded 

to Mt. Tabor, the traditional site of the Trans-
figuration, then to Nazareth, the boyhood 
home of Jesus.  Here we visited the Church of 
the Annunciation and walked through the 
winding streets of the Old City.  Our motor 
coach carried us via the Jordan Valley and 
Beit Shean to Jerusalem where our next hotel 
was located. 
 
Our walking tour of the Old City started at St. 
Stephenõs Gate, followed by a visit of St. 
Anneõs church and the Pool of Bethesda 
(where Jesus healed the crippled man).  We 
continued on to the Temple Area, saw the 
Dome of the Rock, the El Aqsa Mosque and 
the Wailing Wall.  We exited via the Dung 
Gate to St. Peterõs in Gallicantu.  After lunch, 
we entered Harodõs Gate to go to the Roman 
Praetorium which is beneath the Sisters of 
Zion Convent and the Ecce Homo Arch. 
 
Then we followed 
the footsteps of Je-
sus as we walked 
the Via Dolorosa, 
the traditional way 
of the cross.  There 
were 39 pilgrims in our tour group and we 
took turns carrying the cross, four at a time.  
Itõs a smaller version of the original cross; nev-
ertheless, I was overwhelmed with an inde-
scribably feeling of òbeing thereó with Jesus.   


