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―Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.‖ – Luke 14:27 
 

Over the Thanksgiving holiday, I preached my first sermon.  Since that time, many people have been 

introducing themselves to me and asking how I choose this path for myself, and how I know that God 

has chosen me for this journey.  I love these conversations.  They help me dig further into my own 

faith.  This past Sunday, a member told me how proud she was for Divinity that I was entering semi-

nary because she didn’t think many people were brave enough to drop everything and carry the cross 

for Christ.  
  

Truthfully, it isn’t always easy to find the right language to tell the world that I want to be a pastor.  

Faith is different to each person.  We live in a society where most people my age are more comfort-

able describing themselves as “spiritual” rather than “religious,” if they are willing to admit believing at all.  There are others 

who have issues with organized religion and for a lot of people, the pastor is the church.  So when you introduce yourself as some-

one who is going to be a clergyperson, there is a strong likelihood that perceptions of the church, whether good or bad, will be 

placed on you.  There is an instant intimacy that forms every time you say that you are becoming a pastor.  Strangers are apt to 

tell you why they believe the Bible is a work of fiction just as often as they will confess to you their deepest fears.   
 

I was sharing these thoughts with a friend who went to Ashland for music ministry, and she told me that once I got to seminary all 

this would balance out.  “Just wait until you’re surrounded by Christians,” she said.  “You’ll no longer have to explain why you 

know your beliefs are real.  Everybody gets it.”  While my experience at Divinity has taught me there is nothing greater than grow-

ing my spirit in a community of Christ, this is not the type of Christian I want to be. 
 

I think we need to spread the news to people who don’t get it.  I want to be the Christian who is not afraid of the uncomfortable 

conversations; the one who doesn’t shy from talking about how much better my life is by having an active relationship with God, 

or an active relationship with my church. I no longer want to pretend that my silence is respecting someone else’s beliefs when 

really I am just afraid of the possibility they won’t respect mine.  I will not be the Christian who won’t befriend an agnostic person 

because I fear a little theological controversy.  My world will not be limited to fellow believers.  How are we to evangelize if we 

don’t share the greatest part of ourselves to the people who don’t?  
 

There is a responsibility that comes with being a disciple of Christ.  It is not enough to just spread the good news, but we must 

hold ourselves accountable for the leadership we represent. As a leader, my every action must welcome a 

conversation to talk about Christ.  It is my obligation to share how God’s grace has blessed me.  I need to 

share with people that since I first began publically talking about my faith, a load has lifted from me and I 

am experiencing true happiness for the first time in years.  It is my responsibility to tell people that by ac-

cepting God’s mission in my life, I laugh more easily, sleep more soundly, and treat myself better.  That my 

relationships are more honest, that I am braver than I have ever been, and that as each day passes I learn 

more ways that God shows His love for me.   
 

I know that this calling has a lot of responsibility, but there’s a sense of freedom that comes with being given a platform to talk 

about my faith.  I can finally be my true self.  That’s worth carrying the cross of evangelistic conversations. 

Wishing you God’s peace  and Blessings… Tina Heise 

mailto:divinitychurch1@sbcglobal.net


 
 

 

 

Article by Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
 
Last month I was one of seventeen who took part in the Lutheran/Roman 
Catholic pilgrimage to Germany and Italy.  We visited the Luther sites in 
Wittenberg, Eisleben, Erfurt, Eisenach and the Wartburg and then traveled 
to Rome and Assisi.  It was an interesting experience to be in the places 
that formed our spiritual identities in the company of those who, in our re-
spective narratives, had the role of the ―other‖ and even the ―enemy‖.  We 
all know how much blood was shed after the Reformation, and how much 
distrust existed (exists?) between our two denominations.  But, by being 
pilgrims together, I believe we came to a deeper respect and appreciation 
for each other’s tradition. 

 
It was not all a somber pilgrim’s progress through Lutheran and Catholic holy lands.  We had a 
lot of fun, too.  Judi Wise made a solemn pledge to eat gelato every day she was in Italy.  Doug 
Bond made it his mission to sample as many kinds of sausage as possible when we were in Ger-
many.  When we were in Erfurt he hit three different sausage stands in one lunch break — a re-
cord that stood for the rest of the trip.  Father Bob Bonnot, who had gone to seminary and had 
been ordained a deacon and priest in Rome, found that his Italian came flooding back along with 
his recollection of all the good trattorias near the Vatican.  Father Joe Witmer and I shared a sur-
real moment as we marched down from the Wartburg in the fog singing ―The Beer Barrel Polka.‖  
Don’t ask.  We all were a little nonplussed by the edgy euro-chic shower arrangement in our ho-
tel in Munich. 
 
All of us have been asked what the most memorable part of the trip was.  For me that moment 
came after I was home.  The last day in Rome I caught a lulu of a cold.  As I lay in bed the Friday 
after we returned searching for a football game, I came across Joel Osteen.  I have read some of 
his literature, but I had never seen him in action.  Co-staring with the Rev. Osteen was his Hair.  I 
was mesmerized.  He was preaching to a packed house in a converted NBA coliseum.  On stage 
were a huge gilded globe and some kind of flame.  (Maybe that was my fever.)  His text was from 
Matthew 21, the story of Jesus cursing the fig tree, the disciples’ wonderment at Jesus’ authority 
and Jesus’ teaching about faith being able to move mountains.  Osteen’s exegesis of the pas-
sage led him to conclude that Jesus said we must ―speak to the mountain‖, prayer was not 
enough.  If we wanted a better job we needed to ―speak to that mountain‖ and all the heavenly 
forces would be set in motion.  If we wanted to be healed of any illness all we needed to do was 
―speak to that mountain‖ and our health would be restored.  Fear of foreclosure?  ―Speak to that 
mountain.‖  Troubled marriage?  ―Speak to that mountain‖.  Wow.  Why didn’t I think of that?  
When my father was dying why didn’t I speak to that mountain?  A $400,000 drop in mission sup-
port?  Why didn’t I speak to that mountain?  When St. Paul prayed three times that the thorn in 
his flesh be taken away why didn’t he speak to that mountain?  Here it was, the Name It and 
Claim It Health and Wealth Gospel.  The people in that basketball arena were cheering. 



 
 

  
Article by Bishop Elizabeth Eaton continued… 
 
 
At that point I remembered our stop at the Flossenburg Concentration Camp in Germany.  This is 
where Dietrich Bonhoeffer was brutally executed just before the end of the Second World War:  
Bonhoeffer who spoke against ―cheap grace‖, or what I have come to call ―entitlement grace‖, 
Bonhoeffer who in his ministry and death experienced the costly grace of discipleship. 
 
Flossenburg was a forced labor camp.  Inmates worked in rock quarries until they died of ex-
haustion, exposure, starvation or disease.  The prison population was twenty percent Jewish.  
The rest were political prisoners, the mentally ill, addicts, homosexuals, prisoners of war and 
Roma.  One Flossenburg survivor who had been transferred from Auschwitz said that the slow 
death of the labor camp was worse. 
 
After liberation the surviving prisoners constructed a stone chapel out of the rubble of the guard 
towers.  In it was a stone triptych behind the altar.  On one side panel was carved the image of a 
prisoner trying to lift an impossible heavy block of stone while being beaten by a guard.  On the 
other side panel was a carving of a woman bent under the weight of a basket of rubble as a child 
clung to her.  Our guide said the basket of rubble represented the awful burden of the women left 
behind when the men were taken to the camp.  In the center panel was a carving of Jesus on the 
cross.  Here, literally carved in stone, was the theology of the cross.  In the midst of our suffering, 
because of our suffering, because of the suffering we cause, is the cross of Christ.  There was no 
place for a globe gilded in gold in that chapel at Flossenburg.  There was no place for the empty 
promise of the ―Name It and Claim It’ Gospel.  There was no place for a motivational speaker of a 
theology of glory.  There was only space for the cross, carved by the bruised hands of the suffer-
ing. 
 
The Speak-To-The-Mountain-Motivation-Speaker-Theology-Of-Glory is a tempting and seductive 
message.  It packs churches and raises money.  It is happy and upbeat and fun.  But it is empty.  
When St. Paul prayed that his affliction be taken away the Lord answered, ―My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.‖  It turns out that Joel Osteen was partly right 
— the heavenly forces were set in motion, but it was motion that led to defeat of sin and death 
only through the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Jesus’ crucifixion was neither pretty nor 
happy, but was an act of indescribable beauty that brings true joy. 
 

“O sacred head now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 
Now scornfully surrounded, with thorns thine only crown; 
O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine.” 
 



DIVINITY  

STEPHEN MINISTERS  
LEARN WHAT IT’S LIKE TO LIVE  

WITH DEMENTIA AND  

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 
 

By Rick Haase 
 

The numbers are staggering.  Every 73 seconds 
someone new is diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease.  Five-and-a-half million people are now living 
with it in this country. 
 
The latest statistics have that number jumping to a 
projected 7.5 million by 2013, according to Regis-
tered Nurse Sandy Lake, Director of Nursing at Ar-
den Courts, the Parma facility expressly for those 
suffering with dementia and Alzheimer’s Disease.  
 
With that in mind, I had the opportunity in mid-
November to participate in what was billed by Arden 
Courts as a ―Virtual Dementia Tour.‖ 
 
The idea behind the event, held at the Sprague 
Road assisted living facility, was simple.  ―We’re go-
ing to give you a sense of what dementia would be 
like,‖ said Arden Courts Marketing Director April 
Suva. 
 
I was invited to have this unique experience along 
with a group of about 14  volunteer Stephen Minis-
ters from Divinity Lutheran Church in Parma 
Heights. 
 
Stephen Ministry is an International ministry and in-
terdenominational.  The Rev. Kenneth Haugk 
started Stephen Ministry in St. Louis in the 1970’s.  
Haugk, a Lutheran parish pastor, was frustrated be-
cause he did not have enough time to visit with all 
his parishioners who were in need. 
 
Simply put, Stephen Ministers are lay caregivers 
who provide one-to-one Christian care to hurting 
people.  
 
Participants took a pre-test, answering eight ques-
tions about Alzheimer’s Disease and dealing with 
those who suffer with it. 
 
Suva and Lisa Anthony of the Arden Courts facility 
in Westlake, led the program, which also included 
the presentation of the documentary, ―Complaints of 
a Dutiful Daughter,‖ which tells the story of Deborah 
Hoffmann and her mother, Doris, an Alzheimer’s 
patient. 

Hoffman produced, wrote and edited the documen-

tary detailing her family struggle with Alzheimer’s 

disease. 

 
Each participant in the simulation, myself included, 
spent two-and-a-half-minutes in a darkened room 
with a constantly flashing strobe light, charged with 
performing five very basic tasks, such as putting on 
a sweater or necktie, putting a belt through the 
loops in a pair of pants, setting a table, and folding 
laundry and putting it in a laundry basket.  It 
sounded simple enough, but believe me, it was diffi-
cult.  Very difficult. 
 
I spent most of the two-and-a-half minutes just try-
ing to remember what the tasks were – participants 
were rapidly read the list of the five things before 
entering the specially set-up room.  The instructions 
were not repeated. 
 
The simulation was made more difficult when each 
participant was fitted with goggles designed to blur 
their vision, earphones with extremely distracting 
―white noise,‖ and latex gloves with kernels of raw 
corn in each finger, all designed to simulate the de-
sensitization common in Alzheimer patients.  Fin-
gers on each gloved hand were taped together with 
green tape, because many Alzheimer victims also 
suffer with arthritis.   
 
It was a struggle, putting it mildly. 
 
Afterward, participants were asked to answer the 
same eight questions that they filled out on their pre
-test.  This allowed you to compare your responses 
and see how the experience changed your percep-
tions about the disease and in particular, how it af-
fects others. 
 
―What we gave you was an extreme situation,‖ said 
Suva.  Added Lake:  ―It (dementia) is a disease we 
hope to God we find a cure for.‖ 
 
In addition to Arden Courts, Lake also works in the 
Acute Care Unit of the Cleveland Clinic.  She sees 
the effects of dementia and Alzheimer’s on a daily 
basis. 
 
Part of the point of the experi-
ence was to make those in Di-
vinity’s Stephen Minister pro-
gram more aware of the dis-
ease, and the special program 
also gave them tips on how to 
deal one-on-one with those who 
suffer from it. 



 

DIVINITY STEPHEN MINISTERS 

(CON’T)...  
 
―Our Stephen Ministers do their best to be prepared 
to help anyone,‖ said Lay Visitation Minister Loretta 
Cross, a Parma Heights resident who spearheads 
the church program.  ―We wanted them to gain a 
better understanding of what people go through.  
That brings forth their compassion in the ministry.‖ 
 
More than 20 people have gone through Stephen 
Minister training at Divinity.  Currently five individu-
als are studying to become Stephen Ministers, and 
will be commissioned in a special church service on 
March 13, 2011.  Those individuals are Lana Gray, 
William Rettig, Mark Tinay, Ken Vadini and Sally 
Brininger. 
 
Among those attending the Arden Courts simulation 
were Gray, of Middleburg Heights, Rettig, of Brook 
Park, Judy Junker of Parma Heights, Linda Gat-
tiker of Parma, Divinity Pastor Emeritus Donald 
Hesterman of Parma Heights, Sandra Cramer of 
Parma Heights, Leslie Crowe of Parma, Judy Ja-
cobson of Strongsville, Marie Dornbrook of Parma 
Heights, Allan Hamula of Strongsville, Daniel Tad-
deo of Parma Heights, Pastor Gunkelman, Cross, 
and myself.  
 
Stephen Ministers are matched up with those in 
need, male to male and female to female,‖ said Di-
vinity Senior Pastor Doug Gunkelman. 
 
The ministry focuses on those who are grieving or 
going through a crisis such as a divorce, or perhaps 
struggling with addiction issues. 
 
―The majority of our Stephen Ministers work with the 

elderly who are alone or 
grieving or in need of 
care,‖ Gunkelman said.   
 
―It’s a great help to me be-
cause I don’t have time to 
get out to visit with all 

these people,‖ Gunkelman said.  ―The relationships 
(with Stephen Ministers) can last two months, or a 
couple years.  With the elderly especially, the rela-
tionships can last until the person dies.‖ 
 
Gunkelman began the program at Divinity in 2004, 
after he arrived from St. John Lutheran Church in 
Beatrice, NE., where he had also implemented a 
Stephen Ministry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
―It’s a way to extend the ministry beyond the pastor.  
A lot more people can get help that way,‖ he ex-
plained. 
 
More than 10,000 congregations have formed 
Stephen Ministries. These congregations represent 
more than 150 different Christian denominations 
and come from all 50 states, 10 Canadian prov-
inces, and 24 other countries. 
 
More than 55,000 individuals (pastors, church staff, 
and laypersons) have been trained as Stephen 
Leaders at Leader’s Training Courses. These 
Stephen Leaders have returned to their congrega-
tions to train more than 500,000 lay people to be 
Stephen Ministers. 
 
The training period for the Stephen Ministry is 50 
hours, divided into weekly 2 1/2 hour sessions. An 
overnight retreat is included in the training.  
 
Some of the training topics include listening, feel-
ings, assertiveness, confidentiality, and ministering 
to people in specific situations such as divorce, ter-
minal illness, grief, and childbirth. Stephen Ministers 
also are trained to recognize when a care receiver’s 
needs go beyond the care a Stephen Minister can 
provide and where and how to refer the care re-
ceiver for additional care. 
 
Upon completion of the training, these lay persons 
are commissioned as Stephen Ministers. Stephen 
Leaders then link each Stephen Minister with a care 
receiver—a member of the congregation or commu-
nity who is in need of quality Christian care. A 
Stephen Minister normally is assigned to only one 
care receiver at a time and meets with the care re-
ceiver for an average of about one hour each week. 
Stephen Ministers also meet twice monthly for peer 
supervision and continuing education.  
 
Stephen Ministers initially commit to two years of 
service, but after those years many recommit to 
serve additional years. Those individuals currently 
serving as Stephen Ministers at the church include:  
Mary Goellner of Parma Heights, Jayne Stebner of 
Parma, Jeanne Mapes of Parma Heights, Marti 
Stephan of Parma Heights, Kip Kanya of North 
Royalton and Darryl Tinay of Parma. 



 

Eagle Service Project Report 
By James Panico 

 
(A special thank you to Divinity member 

James who is a senior at Valley Forge High 

School and almost an Eagle Scout.  What 

follows are a few paragraphs from his re-

port…) 

 
My Eagle Service Pro-
ject was to refurbish to 
brick paths at Divinity 
Lutheran Church’s 
courtyard.  The paths 
that I refurbished were 
in very bad condition 
and the bricks were 
starting to move apart 
from each other.  The 

paths have lost most of the sand underneath 
the path making the path not as stable.  The 
paths have also sunken since they were put in 
and are not level with the cement pad in the 
middle of the courtyard.  The paths in the 
courtyard are still used by the church and the 
other groups that meet there.  The church’s 
courtyard has had work on it to improve how it 
looks, and enhances the ability to view the 
courtyard. 
 
After I gathered all the needed materials we 
were able to start working on the project.  To 
start the project I had tarps put down in the 
hallway that led to the courtyard so we would 
not track sand and dirt into the church and 
make clean up much easier.  A minor setback 
that arrived with the project was at the begin-
ning there were large roots from the trees that 
were in the courtyard.  From looking at the 
path before hand you could tell that there 
were some roots that needed to be taken out.  
As we were starting to remove the bricks of 
the first path and breaking up the gravel base 
that was originally there we found out that 
there were very large roots under the path.   

 

Instead of being a quick easy removal of the 
roots, it took a longer amount of time then I 
planned and delayed the sand being put down 
and the path being put back together.  After 
we removed the roots; the laying down and 
setting of the bricks went well.  To make sure 
that the path was straight we put up a line of 
twine as a guide marker for the people who 
were laying the bricks.  The completion of the 
first path took a day and a half to complete. 
 
With the second path it was a bit more compli-
cated since there was an angle that the path 
went on in the middle of the path.  With the 
second path there was not as bad of a root 
problem than the other path and removing the 
roots was not a problem.  After we got the 
middle of the path done, the rest was easy. 
 
We were able to finish the first and most of 
the second path with ease.  At the third Satur-
day of working, I only had a few people come 
because we were finishing a small space and 
there was no need for a lot of workers.  When 
both paths were done, there was a total of 2.7 
tons of sand put underneath the two paths. 
 
At the end of the project when the paths were 
complete, there was a large difference in the 
look of the path.  Both parts of the paths were 
raised significantly.  The ends of the paths 
that were connected to the doors to the court-
yard were raised up so the water would move 
away from the doors and run down to the 
drains.  Also, the ends that were connected to 
the cement were raised up to the cement so it 
is even and no difference between the two.  
The paths were graded so water could drain 
off of it and go to the drains instead of sitting 
on the paths. 
 
There were a total of 222.46 hours spent on 
the project.  Workers were: Andreas Tellman, 
James Panico, Scott Panico, Kyle Panico, 
Kyle Baer, Matt Baer, Dave Baer, David Po-
lak, Alex Polak, Rich Polak, Chris Rogers, 
Ray Riess, Tim Rogers, Sunny Amin, Chris 
Panico, and Chris Ross. 



 

Youth in the 

Digest! 
 

January 7
th

 to 9
th

: A 

group of Divinity’s youth will 
head to the LYO Winter 
Gathering this weekend.  It 
always proves to be an 
amazing time with great music, moving speak-
ers, and a wonderful opportunity for our youth 
to fellowship with other Lutherans in the area! 
 

Laura Ramsey and Larry Wise are or-

ganizing another HOCKEY FAMILY EVENT 
for Sunday, January 23!  We will meet at the 
church and head down to the ―Q‖ for the 3 pm 
Lake Erie Monsters game.  Be sure to sign up 
in the narthex over the next couple of weeks!!  
Any questions regarding these events can be 
directed to Laura Ramsey via email or by call-
ing the main office.   
 

Winter Youth and Family Activities: 
Need to beat that ―cabin fe-
ver‖?  Make note of the fol-
lowing activities for youth 
and their families of all ages:  
Thursday Night Open 
Gyms will begin this month!!  
We meet, pray, and play 
from 6:30 — 8:30 pm.  Keep 

an eye on your bulletins for more news! 
 

Hey, Sr. High & Confirmation Youth!!  
Want to get out of the house for the evening?  
Come to ―SNL‖ which will be held at Parma 
Lutheran on Sunday, January 2 from 5 — 
7:30 pm.  Come hungry and bring friends if 
you wish!!  See you there!  Interested?  Ask 
Laura Ramsey about it!! 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
 

January 2
nd

:  NO CLASS! BUT, we will 
be meeting for ―SNL‖, @ 
Divinity, 5:00 p.m. 

 
January 7

th
 to 9

th
: LYO Winter Gathering, 

TBD 

 

Other news: 
 

Dear Youth and parents: 
Your participation in the Youth Ministry 
meetings is essential to the success of all 
our activities and fundraisers planned for 
this year.  Please, plan on attending them 
whenever they are scheduled!!!  Contact 
Laura Ramsey for details and keep your 
eyes peeled for announcements in the 
weekly bulletin. 
 

 Thanks in advance,  
   

 The Youth Board & 
 Director of Youth  Ministry 
 
 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 2011!!!  
 

The Sr. High Youth will once 
again be participating in the 
National Hunger Drive by 
collecting canned goods and 
monies for the cause.  All 
canned goods will go to Di-
vinity’s own food pantry.  All 
monies go to the Hunger 
Fund.  Be on the look out for 
the large soup pots on Sun-
day, February 6, 2011 at 
BOTH services. 
 
 

YOUTH, PARENTS,  
GRANDPARENTS, AND FRIENDS: 

GOT CONNECTIONS???  
 

We need Silent Auction items for the next 
Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction which 
will be held on Saturday, February 12, 
2011.  This is ALWAYS a huge money maker 
for the Youth Ministry here at Divinity (last 

year having raised around 
$1800).  So, grab a donation 
letter (or 5 letters!!!) outside 
Laura Ramsey’s office.  Be 
sure to turn in OR send all 
auction items to Laura when 
you have obtained them. 



 

Dear Friends  
of Redeemer Crisis Center, 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 
As you know, Redeemer Crisis Center has 
received a $5,000 grant from Thrivent Finan-
cial for Lutherans Foundation.  The grant will 

assist us in our core mission of 
providing assistance for low-
income families in our Hunger 
Network district.  These grants 
are being provided to organi-
zations who have demon-
strated successful programs in 
the past but during these eco-
nomic times are struggling to 

remain stable.  Thank the Lord that the Center 
has been selected for this grant.   
 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation 
has also selected Redeemer for a $10,000 
challenge grant to help deal with the growing 
needs of the Center.  Donations made and 
received by Redeemer Crisis Center between 
Nov. 15, 2010 and Feb. 28, 2011 will be 
matched dollar for dollar up to $10,000. 
 
Redeemer Crisis Center food distribution pro-
gram has increased on a yearly basis with 
5259 families receiving assistance in 2008 
and 6679 families receiving assistance in 
2009.  This is a 22 percent increase in 2009.  
For the first half of 2010 we have experienced 
a 7 percent additional increase in families 
needing assistance.  The Center packed food 
for 1102 families for a total of 3510 individu-
als! The need for food is critical and the emer-
gency supply of food has been increased from 
a 3 day to a 4-5 day supply because families 
have come back to us having nothing left to 
eat at the end of the month.  
 
The Center’s funding also has decreased from 
churches, individuals, and organizations.  A 
number of people who were once contributors 
are now clients.  

The amount of funding from the English Dis-
trict of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
and changes in government funding are un-
certain.  
 
There is a three month period to raise 
$10,000 in order to receive the matching 
funds from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
Foundation.  Please consider how you might 
assist us in reaching this goal.  Redeemer Cri-
sis Center must be successful in order to con-
tinue to be a source of hope in the community 
and provide for the needs of the people from 
birth to senior citizens.   
 
All tax deductible donations should be made 
to Redeemer Crisis Center. Place your checks 
or cash in envelopes in the pews, mark them 
Redeemer and put them in the offering plate. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Serving God’s people together, 
 

Mary O’Rourke (216-524-8558) 
Jan Jasko (440-888-6236) 
Co-chairs of Fundraising 

 
 
 

A HUGE THANK YOU 
to ALL who 

Helped!!  
 

We had twelve families 
who received Thanksgiving 
food baskets!  We are very 
grateful for all those who 
helped with the packing:  

Noah Eaton, Brandon Kalbrunner, Jakob 
Landrau, Dyllan Sesock, Danny Kilkenny, 
Sean Klemme, Nancy Kilkenny, Kim Perez, 
Karen Herald, and Jan Jasko.  Also, a big 
Thank You to Ruth Brletic for all her help or-
ganizing the food pantry and putting out food 
for the baskets each and every time for many 
years! 



 

 



 

Dear Pastor Doug, 
 
My name is Ken Vadini, 
and I am a member of 
D i v i n i t y  L u t h e r a n 
Church.  I am writing on 
b e h a l f  o f  E t h a n 
Quinones, a one year 
old child who has stage 4, neuroblastoma can-
cer.  Ethan is being treated at the Cleveland 
Clinic and will have many more procedures 
facing him over the next year. 
 

THERE WILL BE A FUNDRAISER called 
HELPING HANDS FOR ETHAN 

held on JANUARY 29, 2011  
AT THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY FAIR 

GROUNDS IN BEREA.   
 

THIS EVENT WILL BE A SPAGHETTI DINNER 
AND DANCE FROM 5:30 PM TO 10:30 PM 

IN THE ARTS AND CRAFT BUILDING.  
THERE WILL BE A DJ PROVIDING MUSIC 

THERE WILL BE RAFFLES  
AND SILENT AUCTION.   
THE TICKET COST IS 

 $15 PER PERSON DONATION. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

If you choose to make a financial donation, 
please make checks out to HELPING HANDS 
FOR ETHAN c/o Debby Reith, 7203 Barton 
Road, Olmsted Falls, OH 44138. 
 
If you want to give a donation towards the raf-
fle or silent auction, you can contact Debby at 
216-406-8868. 
 
Thanks for any support you can give and keep 
Ethan in your prayers. 
 

Kenneth A. Vadini 

 

Hi, my name is Ethan… I turned one 

year old on December 6, 2010. 
 

In October I was diagnosed with Stage 

4 Neuroblastoma Cancer.  Lately I 

have been spending most of my time at 

the Cleveland Clinic Children’s Oncol-

ogy floor.  
 

When they found the cancer, it was in 

my bone marrow, in the bone on the side 

of my face, a large tumor in my abdo-

men, and tumors in and on my liver. 
 

After two chemo treatments my bone 

marrow is cancer free!  They harvested 

stem cells for later when they need to 

transplant them back into me. 
 

There is a long road ahead of me in-

cluding more chemo treatments, radia-

tion, surgery and the stem cell trans-

plant. 
 

My mom and dad are barely working 

in order to take care of me and my 29 

month old brother, Dylan. 
 

For more information, please contact  

Debby or Crystal at  

helpinghands4neuroblastoma@yahoo.com 

or phone 216-406-8868. 

 

See the infor-

mation in the 

next column 



òCommunity  

Outreach  
Through the Artsó 

 
As we bask in the after glow of 

Christmas and seek the rest and solitude from 
the rush, we look to the New Year and new 
beginnings.   
 

The Arts in Action committee is excited 
about the next few months with outstanding 
performances scheduled.  This month we wel-
come a Divinity member, Alexandra Vago, 
and her string quartet for an afternoon concert 
on Sunday the 23

rd
 at 2:30 p.m., a reception 

will be held in the parlor afterwards.  For those 
of us who attend the early or Saturday ser-
vices Alexandra plays the electric violin in 
Chosen at the contemporary service. 
 

Tickets continue to be on sale for 
Hector Olivera’s concert in March.  
Patron seating is limited and con-
tinues to be reducing in numbers.  
There are plenty of general seat-
ing tickets available.  At-the-door 
sales will be limited to those seats 
available at the time of the concert at an in-
creased price.  If you haven’t viewed the video 
in the parlor between services we suggest 
that you try to catch a viewing.  It is an eight 
minute video giving a sample of Mr. Olivera’s 
artistry. A reception will follow the concert. 
 

Our music director, Maria Volgin, is organiz-
ing a hymn fest for February and Arts in Ac-
tion will be heading up the publicity for the 
event.  Watch for details in the Digest and 
Sunday announcements. 
 

Coming Events: 
January 23 at 2:30 pm — Alexandra & 
Company 
February — Divinity Music Ministries 
Hymn Fest 
March 6 at 3:30 pm — Hector Olivera 

 

Matthew: 5:19 —  ―And he said unto them,  

follow me and I will make you 

fishers of men.‖ 

 

Dear Divinity Family 

and Pastor Doug, 
 

I received the care package 
full of snacks that you all have been collecting 
for the past few weeks, and I would like to say 
thank you very much.  It really does mean a 
lot, and I am very thankful, not only for the 
package, but for also belonging to such a 
great church family.  All of the various kinds of 
snacks certainly will be put to good use. 
 

College is a great experience and I learn 
something new everyday, even if it is that writ-
ing a paper the night before it is due really is 
the best way to go.  The best way to quickly 
explain college is that there is much less class 
time, but ripple the workload compared to high 
school.  However, I love the independence 
and the fact that there is always something 
going on and something to learn.  I love being 
involved as well.  Whether it is playing flag 
football, basketball intramurals, going to a 
sporting event or to a Greek party, there are 
always new people to meet.  I am the student 
representative for the dorm halls at CSU and 
am interested in joining the Camps Activities 
Board and becoming a Resident Assistant in 
the future. 
 

Though finals week is approaching, so is win-
ter break, which means that I will be back with 
you all shortly.  Thank you again for the care 
package.  I hope al is well, and I will see you 
all soon! 

Sincerely, 

Nick Eberhardt 

 

Dear Divinity Lutheran, 
 

Thanks so much for your 

generosity and love through 

your gift of $146 for Spirit 

of Joy’s Mission.  We are always 

amazed when God blesses us!  Have 

a blessed Christmas! 

 Pastor Glenn Zimbelman 



NEWS  FROM  THE  

D IVINITY  CONGREGATION  
 

CONGRATULATIONS...  
to Krista and Chad Tracy as we wel-

come Lucas David Tracy who was born 

on November 22. 
 

THOUGHTS & PRAYERS...  
...For the family and friends of Nathan Bradley 

Hutchison whose Celebration of Life service was 

held on Tuesday, November 30, 

2010.  Nathan was the son of Rox-

ann and Craig Hutchison and grand-

son of Donna DeVault.   
 

...For the family and friends of Robert Mims 

whose Celebration of Life service was held on 

Saturday, December 18, 2010. 
 

 

MANY THANKSğ 
To Dave Worsencroft and Steve Horvath who 

on very short notice created the Parma Park 

School Bus Project bus.  Dave lovingly made 

the box and Steve used his creative skills to 

put the bus on the box lid.  We are grateful for 

their gifts and their willingness to share them 

with the Divinity community!  

 

Letters from Recipients of the 
Parma Park School Bus Project  

 

ͯͯ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÉÆ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȟ ÂÕÔ ) 
hope it does.  I want an opportunity to thank 
you and let you know how much this has 

touched my heart.  My family 
and I are truly blessed to have 
had someone touch our lives 
ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÁÙȢ  ) ËÎÏ× ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ 
want or expect recognition, 
but realize this.  You are amaz-

ing.  God has answered my prayer.  I just 
wanted to see my kids smile on Christmas 
morning and to be together, healthy and 
happy.  I never expected for Him to send us 
our personal angel.  Thank you and Merry 
Christmas.  
 

~~ WOW!  Thank you so much!  This brought 
tears to my eyes.  God Bless whoever you are! 

 

 
 

German 

Advent Christmas 

Service 
 

The 27th Annual German Ad-
vent-Christmas Service was 
held on Sunday, December 5 at 
3 pm.  We had 108 persons in 
attendance.  There was lovely 

music by the Bavaria Singers, violin and piano 
presentations, and accompaniment by our or-
ganist Steve Czapor.  Everyone enjoyed the 
singing of traditional Christmas Carols in the 
German language, the sermon in English, the 
beautiful Choir and solo music, and the cof-
fee, bakery and good fellowship after the ser-
vice.  A special Thank You to our helpers, 
Steve Czapor, Erik Schumacher, Larry Wise, 
Ed Pabst, Marcia Sendrey, the decorators and 
other helpers.  We collected $414 for the Re-
deemer Crisis Center hunger fund. 

Confirmation Class 
Sermon Notes: 

 

"I thought about how I was in 6th 
grade and had a solo in band.  I 
played Little Drummer Boy on the 
drum, but we called it Little Drummer 
Girl.‖ 
   Mackenzie Grey 
 

"Sometimes we need to take chances 
and jump off the boat.  As people of 
God, we have to help people — like 
people at Redeemer.‖ 

   Sam Smith 
 

"Fire or water?  I would pick water be-
cause fire hurts.‖ 
   Noah Eaton 



 

Parish  
 

What are  

Advance Directives? 
 

A living will allows you to document your 
wishes concerning medical treatments at 
the end of life.  
 
Before your living will can guide medical deci-
sion-making two physicians must certify:  
 

You are unable to make medical deci-
sions,  
You are in the medical condition specified 
in the state's living will law (such as 
"terminal illness" or "permanent uncon-
sciousness"),  
Other requirements also may apply, de-
pending upon the state.  

 
A medical power of attorney (or healthcare 
proxy) allows you to appoint a person you 
trust as your healthcare agent (or surrogate 
decision maker), who is authorized to make 
medical decisions on your behalf.  
 
Before a medical power of attorney goes into 
effect a person’s physician must conclude that 
they are unable to make their own medical 
decisions. In addition:  
 

If a person regains the ability to make de-
cisions, the agent cannot continue to act 
on the person's behalf.  
Many states have additional requirements 
that apply only to decisions about life-
sustaining medical treatments.  
For example, before your agent can refuse 
a life-sustaining treatment on your behalf, 
a second physician may have to confirm 
your doctor's assessment that you are in-
capable of making treatment decisions.  

 

 

What Else Do I Need to Know?  
Advance directives are legally valid 
throughout the United States . While you 
do not need a lawyer to fill out an advance 
directive, your advance directive becomes 
legally valid as soon as you sign them in 
front of the required witnesses. The laws 
governing advance directives vary from 
state to state, so it is important to complete 
and sign advance directives that comply 
with your state's law.   Also, advance di-
rectives can have different titles in different 
states.  
Emergency medical technicians cannot 
honor living wills or medical powers of at-
torney. Once emergency personnel have 
been called, they must do what is neces-
sary to stabilize a person for transfer to a 
hospital, both from accident sites and from 
a home or other facility. After a physician 
fully evaluates the person's condition and 
determines the underlying conditions, ad-
vance directives can be implemented.  
One state’s advance directive does not al-
ways work in another state. Some states 
do honor advance directives from another 
state; others will honor out-of-state ad-
vance directives as long as they are simi-
lar to the state's own law; and some states 
do not have an answer to this question. 
The best solution is if you spend a signifi-
cant amount of time in more than one 
state, you should complete the advance 
directives for all the states you spend a 
significant amount of time in.   
Advance directives do not expire. An ad-
vance directive remains in effect until you 
change it. If you complete a new advance 
directive, it invalidates the previous one.   
You should review your advance directives 
periodically to ensure that they still reflect 
your wishes. If you want to change any-
thing in an advance directive once you 
have completed it, you should complete a 
whole new document.  

 

Submitted by Marti Stephan 
 

Source: http://www.caringinfo.org/PlanningAhead/
AdvanceDirectives/WhatAreAdvanceDirectives.htm 

http://www.caringinfo.org/PlanningAhead/AdvanceDirectives/WhatAreAdvanceDirectives.htm
http://www.caringinfo.org/PlanningAhead/AdvanceDirectives/WhatAreAdvanceDirectives.htm


January, 2011  
       

Sunday, January 2, 2011 ï 2nd Sunday of Christmas  -- 9:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 
 Head Usher Don Hartwick Ed Pabst 
 Assisting Minister Darryl Tinay Jill Heise 
 Lector Walter Filipow 
 Acolyte/Crucifer Austin Smith Jarret Sullivan 
 Lay Assistants Doug Smith Dorothy Olsen 
  Bill Rettig Lee Olsen 
 Wine Steward Judy Junker Ed Kahl 
 Welcome Center Pastor Don Hesterman Jeanne Ormsby 
 Nursery Attendant Ethel Horvath Barb Bemer 
 Grace Prayer Team:  Loretta Cross, Marilyn Sesock 
 Communion Bread: Carol Miller 
 

Sunday, January 9, 2011 ï Baptism of Our Lord  
 Head Usher Dave Boxler Doug Smith 
 Assisting Minister Joyce Tallman John Forbes 
 Lector Lana Gray 
 Acolyte/Crucifer Steven Newbould Mackenzie Grey 
 Children’s Sermon Adam Havel Adam Havel 
 Welcome Center Ethel Horvath Joelle Riffle 
 Nursery Attendant Elaine Quint Adam Havel 
 Grace Prayer Team:  Marty Hof, Mary Paul 
 

Sunday, January 16, 2011 ï 2nd Sunday after Epiphany  
 Head Usher Dennis Miller Dan Bemer 
 Assisting Minister Mark DeLaney Tina Heise 
 Lector Nancy Kilkenny 
 Acolyte/Crucifer Noah Eaton Dyllan Sesock 
 Lay Assistants Dennis Grand Jeanne Ormsby 
  Marty Hof Joan Pratt 
 Wine Steward Deb Bird Karen Hopp 
 Welcome Center Jan Jasko Dottie Olson 
 Nursery Attendant Pam Lively Lori Kanya 
 Grace Prayer Team:  Judy Junker, Fay Maldari 
 Communion Bread:   Dorita Blystone 
 

Sunday, January 23, 2011 ï 3rd Sunday after Epiphany  
 Head Usher Don Hartwick Ed Pabst 
 Assisting Minister Jim Deily Kip Kanya 
 Lector Sue Clay 
 Acolyte/Crucifer Sam Smith Brandon Kalbrunner 
 Children’s Sermon Laura Ramsey & Youth Laura Ramsey & Youth 
 Welcome Center Carol Naumann Sandra Petersen 
 Nursery Attendant Karen Hearld Diana Vegh 
 Grace Prayer Team:  Loretta Cross, Marilyn Sesock 
 

Sunday, January 30, 2011 ï 4th Sunday after Epiphany   
 Head Usher Dave Boxler Doug Smith 
 Assisting Minister Darryl Tinay Ken Spanagel 
 Lector Jerry Crowe 
 Acolyte/Crucifer Jakob Landrau Kyle Panico 
 Lay Assistants Dennis Miller Lynette Ziebro 
  Carol Miller Jill Heise 
 Wine Steward Leslie Crowe Mary Goellner 
 Welcome Center Suzanne LaPerna Diane Mims 
 Nursery Attendant Laura Smith Sharon Massaroni 
 Grace Prayer Team:  Leslie Crowe, Jerry Crowe 
 Communion Bread: TBA 
 

ALTAR CARE for January ï Joyce Schindler and Judy Jacobson 




