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Saturday  

September 24  
7:00 p.m.  

 

Free will offering  
 

The Gospel of John was written at a difficult 
time for the early Christians.  Those who 
thought that the Second Coming of Jesus was 
imminent were most certainly frustrated to the 
point of disbelief.  Consider first of all that their 
beloved Jerusalem had been destroyed.  The 
Gospel of John addresses this destruction, 
proclaiming Jesus present in the "here and 
now" through his Incarnation, his "Lifting up" 
on the cross, and his Return to his disciples 
through the Holy Spirit.  The Gospel of John 
then undertakes to present to the early Chris-
tians a restatement of many things that Jesus 
did, but with one very important difference.  
The signs that Jesus worked had far deeper 
meanings than originally suspected by the wit-
nesses, and the time had come to deepen 
their understanding and to lead them into the 
whole truth through the all-important action of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
The fourth Gospel is concerned to bring out 
the significance of all that Christ did and said.  
The things that he did were "signs", and the 
meaning of them, hidden at first, could be un-
derstood only after his glorification.  The 
things he said has a deeper meaning not per-
ceived at the time but understood only after 
the Spirit who spoke in the name of the risen 
Christ had come to "lead" his disciples "into all 
truth."  The Gospel is revelation at this stage 
of development. 

The whole of John's thought is dominated by 
the mystery of the Incarnation, the Word be-
coming Flesh, from the Prologue with which 
the book opens.  Here the revelation of 
Christ's glory, which in the synoptic Gospels 
of Matthew, Mark, and Luke is associated pri-
marily with his return at the end of time, has a 
new interpretation that judgment is working 
here and now in the soul, and eternal life 
(John's counterpart to the "kingdom" of the 
synoptic Gospels) is made to be something 
actually present, already in the possession of 
those who have faith.  God's victory over evil, 
Godôs salvation of the world, is already guar-
anteed by Christ's resurrection.  
 

The Jerusalem Bible:  This valuable 1966 
English translation, with introductory essays, 
extensive footnotes, tables, and maps, is in 
the best tradition of solid scholarship.  Its edi-
tor was Alexander Jones of Christ's College in 
Liverpool, England.  He was assisted by 
twenty-seven principal collaborators.  Behind 
it lies a French work of 1948-1954, done by a 
large company of scholars under the famous 
Dominican, Roland DeVaux of Jerusalem. 

The Jerusalem Cross:  This an-
cient Christian symbol suggests 
Christ represented by the central 
cross, surrounded by the four evangelists rep-
resented by the smaller crosses.   Christ, the 
Incarnate Word of God, is proclaimed through 
the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John.  The Gospel, also represented by the 
central cross, is proclaimed to the four corners 
of the earth, north, south, east, and west. 

About the Artists  
 

These unique proclamations of the four Gospels in 
the oral tradition are the result of the hard work, 
dedication, and Christian commitment of two men, 
Michael Reardon and Patrick Lane. 
 

Michael Reardon , a native of Anaconda, Mon-
tana, proclaims the complete text of the Gospel.  
He has memorized the four Gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, as well as the Book of 
Revelation. 
 

Patrick Lane , a native of Morrill, Nebraska, is Di-
rector, Musician and Lighting Artist.  He has de-
signed the special effects and written the original 
music, all of which is done live for each perform-
ance. 

JOHN 
 T H E  G O S P E L  P R O C L A I M E D 
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 Divinity Sisters and 
Brothers in Christ, 
 

In July, six of our Divinity 
high school youth (Matt 
Smith, Sean Klemme, Mi-
chael Bemer, Melissa Be-
mer, Megan Desmond, and 

Alex Moe) along with youth director, Laura 
Ramsey and myself travelled to Beckley, 
W.V. to serve at a "YouthWorks" site.  
YouthWorks is an ecumenical ministry 
based out of Minneapolis, MN, with sites 
all over the United States in impoverished 
communities.  Each site is staffed by col-
lege students for the summer.  
 
Divinity's teenagers joined together with 
teenagers from ELCA congregations in 
Norwalk, OH, and Wheaton, IL, along with 
Methodist teenagers from Pennsylvania.  
We were immersed into the coal mining 
culture where our Divinity work team 
spent the first two days painting houses.  
The next two mornings we spent in an ele-
mentary school tutoring one on one with 
students who needed help with reading 
and writing.  In the afternoons, we helped 
with a Salvation Army summer youth pro-
gram and visited with coal miner's widows 
in a nursing home.  
 
Our youth not only experienced the joy of 
serving others, but came back to Ohio 
with a new appreciation of how God has 
blessed us in Parma Heights.  
 
Two old friends from my Nebraska days, 
Michael Reardon and Patrick Lane will re-
turn to Divinity to present the Gospel of 
John at 7:00 p.m. on September 24.  Their 
dramatic performance will be open to the 
community.  I can promise you that you 
will be totally captivated by this work of 
faith as the Scripture comes alive in a 
fresh way, with music, lighting, and cos-
tuming, proclaimed in the oral tradition of 
the early church.  

In Christ, 

            ñ Pastor Doug 

 
 

 
 

The author of our fall and winter Bible 
Study, Tom Wright, writes that òthere are 
many misconceptions about Jesus.  He 
isnõt just somebody with good ideas or 
somebody who will tell us how to establish 
a better relationship with God.  He is 
somebody with authority over everything 
that the physical world and the non -
physical world can throw at us.  This is a 
Jesus we can trust with 
every aspect of our lives.  
And this is the Jesus Mat-
thew reveals in his Gos-
pel.  Through these 25 
studies, we will see a full, 
firsthand account of Jesus 
as Messiah, Teacher, and Son of Man giv-
ing his life for us all.ó 
 
During the fall and winter of 2010 -11, we 
completed an in -depth and revealing 
study of Revelation.  Many of you affirmed 
how much you learned and the new 
friends that came from our Monday eve-
ning and Wednesday morning time to-
gether.  
 
We begin our new Bible Study entitled 
òMatthew for Everyoneó at 6:00 p.m. on 
Monday, September 12 and at 9:30 a.m. 
on Wednesday, September 14.  If youõve 
never participated in an adult Bible study 
before, òMatthew for Everyoneó is the per-
fect place to begin.  These 25 studies are 
truly for everyone.  
 
Simply call the Divinity office with your 
name and phone number.  Send in or drop 
off a check made out to Divinity for $10 for 
the purchase of your book.  Couples who 
get along can easily share one book.  
 
These studies are open to everyone inside 
and outside of Divinity.  Donõt hesitate to 
invite a friend or family member.  
 

In Christ ñ Pastor Doug 
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Hip! Hip! Hooray!  
It is almost Rally Day!  

 

On Sunday, September 11 th , 

the 2011 - 2012 Sunday School 

Year will begin!  
 

At 10:00 a.m., meet in your 

classrooms.  Posters will show 

you the way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
òI am the way, the truth and the 
life.  No one comes through the 
father except through me.ó 

 

Childrenõs Choir Begins 

Sunday 

September 11  
at 10:45 a.m.  

 

Rehearsals will be 
held in the Choir Room on the  

2nd & 4 th Sundays of  every month  
 

The objective of this activity is to learn 
well known faith songs and to instill the 
love of song in your children.  I encourage 
you to allow your child to join the choir 
and to participate in worship.  

 
WE CONGRATULATE  

J AMES PANICO  for achieving 

the rank of EAGLE SCOUT! 

 

 
James and his troop did a nice job of re-
newing our courtyard brick paths last fall.  
 
Scott Panico received a letter from the 
Greater Cleveland Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America regarding his sonõs 
achievement.  An excerpt follows:  
 

òThis year, your son will join the over 150 
young men who will earn their Eagle 
Scout award in the Greater Cleveland 
Council.  This select group represents 
less than 3% of all registered Boy Scouts 
in our council and nationwide.  
 
Your son will be receiving an invitation to 
attend the Council Eagle Scout Recogni-
tion Dinner which will be held in February, 
2012.ó 

~~ Barry J. Norris  
Scout Executive  
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ADULT VOCAL CHOIR  
New members are always welcome to this 

ensemble of adult voices led by Director 

Maria Voljin, singing anthems and other 

service music for Sunday worship Sep-

tember through June.  

Wednesday evening rehearsals  

start on August 31 at 7:30 pm.   
 

The Adult Vocal Choir offers 

several programs throughout 

the year, including an oratorio 

or cantata during Advent and 

Lent.  ALL ARE WELCOME!  
 
 
 

HANDBELL CHOIR  
Using a four octave set of Schulmerich 

Bells and led by Director Maria 

Voljin, this group rehearses 

weekly and plays for Sunday 

worship ten times each year.   

Wednesday evening rehearsals  

start on August 31 at 6:15 pm.  
 

New members are always welcome ñ no 

experience needed.  We will train òon the 

job.ó  The ability to read music is a plus. 

 

Contemporary Band  

CHOSEN 
We are the Divinity Lutheran Church Con-

temporary Worship Leaders.  

This group is made up of instru-

mental musicians and vocalists.  

We as a group see our task as 

assisting the Divinity congrega-

tion in glorifying God during wor-

ship, through music, together with the 

Word.   
 

TUESDAY evening rehearsals  

start on August 23 at 7:00 pm.   
 

We lead 11 am worship on Sundays, re-

hearsing from 10:00 to 10:45 am.  If you 

are interested in joining us, please con-

tact the church office.  We are espe-

cially  in need of a drummer!  

Our purpose in worship is to òpraise the Lord!ó  Whether it be 

with our vocal choirs, handbell choir, or contemporary musicians ñ we 

òpraise God in his holy temple.ó  Prayerfully consider joining one of our 

choirs so that together we can use our òbreath to praise the Lord.ó 

1 Peter 2:9 ñ òBut you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
Godõs own people, in order that you 
may proclaim the mighty acts of him 
who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.ó 
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Youth in the Digest!  
 

ò(Confirmation) Camp was a great 

experience for me!  I liked getting to 

know the girls in my cabin.  I had 
fun canoeing and making brace-
lets during craft time.  Camp 
helped me focus more on God 
and his love for all of us.ò 
 ~ Rebecca Smith 
 

òWhen we went to West Virginia, 

one of our projects was going to En-

ergy Express.  Energy Express is basically 

a daycare at a school for underprivileged chil-
dren over the summer.  While we were there, 
we read to the kids and helped them with their 
writing.  I read to three little girls named, 
Camille, Kami and Ellie and a little boy 
named, Alex.  I read A Bad 
Case of the Stripes, Lily's 
Purple Plastic Purse, & Fox 
and Socks, and spent time 
talking to Alex.  While I was 
reading about stripes, 
purses, tongue twisters and 
giggling, Alex did flips under the table and I 
noticed what a big difference it made by me 
being there.  I just lit up when I heard Camille 
comment on the book or when Kami would 
start reading to me, or when Ellie would re-
read Fox and Socks with me and we would 
giggle and we both got tongue tied!  These 
kids just make the trip so worth it.  When we 
were done with the project, I just didnôt want to 
leave.  Seeing those kids so happy about us 
being there was the best reward that the trip 
could give.ò     ~Alex Moe 
 
 

Kids 4 Christ  
 

We will kick -off another 

fun year beginning Sun-

day, October 9 th !!! Kids 

a g e s  k i n d e r g a r t e n 

through 12 years are wel-

come to join in the fun.  

 

Other News:  
 

Mark Your Calendars!!  
 

The Fall Rummage Sale will take place on 
October 6

th
 and 7

th
 in the Fel-

lowship Hall.  Donations to the 
sale cannot be accepted until 
Wednesday, October 5

th
.   

  

Who doesnõt Love the Smell of 

Fresh Pine during the holidays?  
 

The youth will be selling wreaths and other 
decorations beginning the week of 
Sunday, October 30

th
 through Sun-

day, November 6
th
.  Put your order 

in ASAP! 
 

 
 

Dear Digest Readers,  
 

These were just some of the many stories of 
adventures had by our youth of Divinity Lu-
theran Church and as one can imagine ï 
there are so many moreéThey bring a certain 
warmth (not the kind related to the tempera-
ture outside) to the 
hearts of those who 
have read and heard 
them.  That warmth is 
what we like to call: 
faith, hope, encourage-
ment, and comfort for 
the futureéto name a 
few.  I must say one of my fondest memories 
of the summer was working alongside Saman-
tha Lisy as she volunteered with me at the 
home of a Divinity member.  It was bordering 
on unbearable hot the days we spent pulling 
weeds and pruning bushes but she never let 
up and kept pushing herself towards our goal 
set before us.  She even offered to take time 
out from her last week of summer to help fin-
ish the projectéfor this there are no words but 
perhaps ones better said by Telly Savalas 
Lattimore: 
 

ñThere is nothing that can stop you from 
becoming who you are in Christ.  For it is 
in you to become that.ò 
  ~ Laura Ramsey 
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COMMUNITY  OUTREACH  
THROUGH  THE  ARTS !  

 
 

The Arts in Action committee 
would like to welcome all back 
to the start of a new church ac-
tivity year.  We are planning 
some exciting events and hope 
that you will be able to support 
them with your attendance.  

This summer we were one of the 
sponsors of the Parma Heights 
Centennial Celebration, with a 
concert by our own Dr. Alexan-
dra Vago  and her string quartet 
on August 6

th 
in the Cassidy 

Theater. 
 

We are presently in the midst of our first fund-
raiser.  Between services and after the Satur-
day service, committee members will be sell-
ing Krispy Kreme donuts.  Orders can be 
placed either through a member or in the 
church office.  All orders must be pre-paid.  
The cost of a dozen will be $7.00.  Delivery 
date is the weekend of Sept 11

th
. 

 
With the Parma City School District re-
instating the music programs at the high 
schools to previous levels, we have inquired 
about re-instating the high school/college 
youth concert.  Look for future announce-
ments. 
 
Lastly, Pastor Doug has asked Arts in Action 

to coordinate the presentation of 
the Gospel of St. John as per-
formed by Michael Reardon .  
Some of you will remember his 

presentation of the Gospel of Mark several 
years ago.  The program will be on Saturday 
Sept. 24

th
 at 7:00 p.m.  He will also be doing 

the sermon for the Sunday services with a 
portion of the program. 
 
Look for future events in the Digest  and Sun-
day announcements. 
 

Remember, Christ asked us  
to be fishers of men!  

 

N EW  MEMBER  CLASSES   
 

Sunday mornings  
at 10 am  

in the  
Hesterman Room  

 

Sept. 18, Sept. 25,  
October 2  

 

New Members will be Received 

at 11 am worship on Oct. 9  
 

There are three orientation classes.  

These classes are to help new members 
meet the leaders of our community of 

faith and help them to understand how 
we function as the body of 

Christ in the world.  
 

The class schedule is as  
follows:  
 

Sept. 18:  Pastor Doug  
  Maria Voljin  

  Worship  
  Parish Education  

  Youth  
  Communications  

  Parish Health Ministry  
 

Sept. 25:  Doug Smith  

  Social Ministry  
  Library  

  Property Management  
  Finance  

  Parish Life  

  Laura Ramsey  
 

Oct 2:  Loretta Cross  

  Voyagers  
  Witness  

  Women of the Church  
  Via de Cristo  

  Stephen Ministry  
  Stewardship  
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Soon we not only danced around the issues of 

faith, but appeared to be on completely different 

dance floors.  One night, I mentioned that I missed 

her, and was greeted with the response, òIf you 

want to see me, you need to bring down the church 

talk.ó   The tone of that sentence created such a 

tension in my heart that I soon walked away.  This 

friend, angered that I had crossed the difference 

and addressed our separation, wrote me a letter in 

which she closed, òit as if you looked at the suc-

cessful careers of your friends and settled on the 

first thing that wouldnõt tell you no.ó 

 

Those words carry the key of my strength to-

day.  While they cause a part of my soul to ache, I 

will not throw that letter away.   That tension, that 

horrible realization of what it means to truly carry 

the cross of Christ, is something that I return to.  I 

especially return when I worry about my ability to 

be a good minister, to connect to people through 

my preaching, and fear losing my humility in the 

prospect of personal goals. 

 

I am intentional about remembering those painful 

words and the grief of that relationship because 

they ground me in knowing that I did not settle by 

choosing a life of ministry, but rather have been 

lifted up in spirit and given the gift of seeing my 

true self.  In truth, it was a struggle to find my lifeõs 

place.  Before recognizing Godõs recognition of me, 

I was lost and haunted.  I was less than my true 

self, less than my God-centered self.  Once I finally 

found my place, I became a transformed be-

ing.  But that change was not an easy cop-out, an 

escape from the expectation of hard work or chal-

lenging intellect.  

 

Rev. Jefferson gave me a gift tonight for affirming 

that the cross we carry in ministry can be a hard 

one to bear.  That gift of his message continued to 

grow, as preacher after preacher shared similar 

stories of discovery and past lives.  We are all filled 

with the tension of trying to explain to the world 

why we know the inexplicable is the purpose of our 

careers.  Like our denominations, the variations 

were plentiful, but gospel which reigned true 

speaks of a righteous tension that is beautifully 

exhilarating.  

 

This week continues to show me that this is Godõs 

tension.  It is the energy of bravery and self discov-

ery, preaching to us in the sanctity of our souls, 

strengthening us to preach loud enough to reach 

others dancing on another floor. 
  

Wishing you Godõs peace and Blessings,  

Tina Heise 

ñCan you feel the tension in the 

air, assuring you once again 

Iô m there?ò ñ  òTension,ó Nural 
 

This week, thanks to the unimagin-

able generosity of the Fund for 

Theological Education, I am in Atlanta, GA, at a 

preaching camp hosted by the Academy of Preachers. 
 

I am two days into a five-week camp, and my mind has 

been kneaded and sculpted so much in these short 

hours that I feel my brain must resemble a beloved can 

of Play-dough.  The kneading is a result of love and 

affection, and it is with the endless possibility of my 

new intellectual òtoysó that I have begun to discover 

something I can hardly believe I didnõt notice before. 
 

There is no escaping tension. 
 

Entering a group of ecumenical preachers for the sec-

ond time in a few short months, I thought for sure that 

I would be struck by the boundaries that separate one 

Christian denomination from another.  While the differ-

ences and traditions are ranging far beyond anything I 

could have imagined, I find that the humbling yet ex-

hilarating truth of Christ   far outweighs any doctrinal 

styles that we may have. 
 

I am further encouraged to know that the stumbling 

blocks of my ministry also translate across denomina-

tional lines.   Tonight I had the great privilege of hear-

ing my camp coach preach.  Rev. Mark Jefferson 

shared that despite having a Master of Divinity and 

working on a doctoral degree in Homiletics, he strug-

gles with understanding the full magnitude of his 

call.  He further grapples with how to explain the pro-

fessional components of his call to the world. 
 

Rev. Jeffersonõs words truly resonated with me.  He 

mentioned that  in todayõs world of doctors, lawyers, 

and business professionals, there is a social sense of 

weakness when trying to articulate the mystical, inex-

plicable components of being called to preach. 
 

I was reminded of when I first began my discernment 

and I realized what it truly would mean to òcarry the 

cross of Christ.ó  I had a friend for several years who 

appeared to have a rather one-centered upbringing in 

her family in regards to building relationships with the 

church.  I knew that her experience had been ex-

tremely negative, and for the first few years of our rela-

tionship, we danced around each other when topics of 

faith arose.  She knew I was a person of faith, but 

since my beliefs lived solely in my heart and not a 

church, there was no need for us to focus our conver-

sations on it.  As my work life transitioned from librar-

ies to churches and as my calling became such a 

bright force that I had to share it, I noticed that our 

conversations became increasingly more disjointed. 

http://aliveingrace.wordpress.com/2011/08/03/tension-of-gods-dance-floor/www.fteleaders.org
http://aliveingrace.wordpress.com/2011/08/03/tension-of-gods-dance-floor/www.fteleaders.org
http://www.academyofpreachers.net/
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14 TH   B IENNIAL  CONVENTION   

OF  THE  NORTHEASTERN  OHIO  

SYNODICAL  W OMAN ėS  

ORGANIZATION  
 

The convention will be held on October 7 and 
October 8 at St. Paulôs Lutheran 
Church, Newcomerstown, Ohio.  
I am planning to go on Saturday, 
October 8, and will leave the 

church at 6 a.m.  Registration is at 7:30 a.m. 
The event will last until 4 p.m.  The keynote 
speaker is Beth Wrenn, past president of the 
ELCA Women.  There will be breakout ses-
sions, crafts, and the Homilist for the church 
service is Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.  Cost is $40.  
The Divinity Church Women will pay $20, so 
you must make your check to Divinity Lutheran 
Church Women and mail your check AND reg-
istration form to Marilyn Sesock by Sunday, 
September 18, so she can send one check.  I 
am able to take 6 women with me.  For more 
information, call Mary Ann at 440-845-6428.  
Registration forms are on the bulletin board by 
the choir room. 
 

W OMEN  OF  THE  CHURCH  ARE  

COLLECTING  SCHOOL  SUPPLIES  

FOR  L UTHERAN  W ORLD  R ELIEF   
Now until Sunday, October 2.  Items needed 
are:  ruled notebook paper, blunt chil-
dren's scissors, 30 centimeter ruler 
(can also have inches on it), pencil 
sharpener, 2İ" long eraser, 16 or 24 
box of crayons, and colored construc-
tion paper.  Place items in the large box marked 
"School Supplies."  Please watch for sale items 
at Marc's, Target, Office Max, Staples, etc.  If 
you are unable to purchase items, you can 
make a monetary donation to the Divinity Lu-
theran Church Women and we will shop for 
you! 
 

NUT  R OLL  B AKING  R ETURNS   
We will be baking nut, apricot, and poppyseed 
rolls on September 12, September 26, October 
3, October 31, and November 14.  We will start 
rolling at 8 a.m.  Bring a lunch.  Dessert will be 
provided.  For more information, call Mary Ann 
at 440-845-6428.  Many hands make for light 
work. 

 

 

April, May, June 2011  

 
 
 
 

 
Balance forward March 31, 2010  $12,349.53 
 
RECEIPTS 
 

Lenten Dinner 372.00 
Funeral Donations 1,666.65 
Interest 3.91 
Circle Offerings 91.00 
Nut Rolls (116) 928.00 
Flower Arranging 495.00 
 

TOTAL  $ 3,556.56 

 
DISBURSEMENTS 
 

NEOSWO:  
 Spring Gathering Offering 25.00 
 Support 250.00 
Divinity Lutheran: 
 Tina Heise Seminary 500.00 
Lenten Dinner Expense 121.97 
Christian Service 918.01 
Lutheran Chaplaincy Service 
 Aux/Easter Candy 50.00 
Novaks Florist 545.00 
Women of the ELCA 
 Triennial Convention Offering 200.00 
LOMO-One day Camper 94.00 
Womenôs Picnic Expense 85.50 
Nut Roll Expense 681.85 
 

TOTAL 3,471.33 
 
Balance on hand June 30, 2011      $12,434.76 
 

Filed for audit, Marilyn Sesock -Treasurer  

 
Checking 12,134.76 
Christian Service 300.00 
 

TOTAL  $12,434.76 
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VIA DE CRISTO  

ULTREA ON OCTOBER  16  
 

The Via de Cristo Community will be having an 

ULTREA on Sunday, October 16 at 3:30 p.m. in 

the Chapel.  The service will be followed by our 

usual time of food and fellowship with a pot-

luck meal in the parlor.  Please mark your cal-

endars NOW and plan to attend.  If you have a 

friend that might be interested in attending a 

week-end, invite them to join you at the Ul-

treya. 
 

 

 

 

 

TUTORING RETURNS  
 

Divinity Lutheran Church will again 

be working with Parma Park School 

to provide tutoring in reading. 
 

This fall we will be concentrating on 2nd and 

3rd graders.  We will meet on Tuesday after-

noons from October 4 to November 15.  Men-

tors will be working from 3 pm to 4:30 pm in-

cluding set-up time. 
 

If you are interested in helping, please contact 

Sue Clay at 440.570.1155. 

UPDATE (8/17/11)  
 

COMMITMENTS  = 29  

TOTAL  P LEDGED  = $104,100.  
 

 

NATIONAL AWARD  

SUPPORTS FUTURE  

LEADERS IN MINISTRY  
 

Kristina Heise, an entering Master of Divinity 

student at Lutheran School of Theology at Chi-

cago has been recognized by The Fund for 

Theological Education (FTE) as a young leader 

demonstrating exceptional gifts for ministry.  
 

As a recipient of a 2011 FTE Congregational 

Fellowship, Heise will receive a $5,000 award 

from FTE, matching support from her nominat-

ing congregation for seminary tuition and liv-

ing expenses.  Fellowship recipients also at-

tended the 2011 FTE Leaders in Ministry Con-

ference, Renewing the Church in Service to 

the Common Good, held June 15 ð19 at Dillard 

University in New Orleans. 
 

A national committee of educators and church 

leaders selected the FTE Congregational Fel-

lows from a pool of applicants from across the 

U.S. and Canada.   

 

Tinaõs Contact Information 
Tina Heise c/o LSTC 

1100 East 55th St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60615 

knheise@gmail.com 

ęFALLĚ IN LOVE  

WITH  YOUR  SPOUSE   

OVER  AND  OVER  AGAIN ! 
 

LUTHERAN MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER sponsors 

a unique retreat to restore communication, 

rekindle romance, and renew com-

mitment of couples who value their 

marriage and understand that a 

strong marriage takes constant at-

tention.  The LME Weekend offers 

you the chance to focus on each 

other in a quiet, safe environment.  There is 

only one more Lutheran Weekend left in 

2011: 

November 11 -13, 2011  

Clarion Inn & Conference Center  

Hudson, Ohio  
 

$45 Reserves your place!  Contact Duffy & 

Nan Guthrie at 440/599 -9090 or nguth-

rie@suite224.net for info/registration.  Or reg-

ister online at www.GodLovesMarriage.org! 
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 Submitted by  

  Dan Taddeo 

 

 
Giving, as opposed to  
possessing, means to hand  
over or part with something one  
owns to someone else.  This could be oneôs 
time, talent, treasure or anything equally val-
ued by most people. 
 
Giving is something that doesnôt come easily 
to most people.  Human nature leans much 
more toward getting than giving.  The attitude 
begins to change only when one begins to un-
derstand that giving benefits the giver even 
more than the receiver.  ñHe who refreshes 
others will himself be refreshed.ò 
 
When it comes to giving, most people always 
put themselves first.  A few always put others 
first.  All the rest of us fall some-
where in between.  Where 
do you fall on the contin-
uum of giving? 
 
Formal giving of oneôs 
treasures goes back thou-
sands of years to Old Testa-
ment biblical times.  It was 
called tithing; it was in the 
form of a tax.  ñYou shall truly 
tithe.ò  It meant paying one-
tenth of oneôs wealth to the 
church for religious functions. 
 
Though not commanded in the 
New Testament, church mem-
bers still view tithing as a guide for responsi-
ble financial giving.  In fact, it encourages one 
to go even beyond tithing that reflects the be-
lieverôs faith and love for God.  This may also 
apply to oneôs time, talents, and more.  ñFor 
where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also.ò 
 
  

 
Unfortunately, the vast majority of people view 
giving as an imposed-upon obligation rather 
than a privileged opportunity.  For example, 
according to certain church officials, the aver-
age giving in most Protestant mainline de-
nominations is two percent (2%).  They go on 
to say that members who give what they can, 
when they can, give an average of $460 per 
year.  Those who pledge a specific amount of 
dollars each week give an average of $880 
per year.  Those who pledge a percentage of 
their income each week average $1,210 per 
year. 
 
Itôs worth noting, for example, of those who 
tithe, seldom if ever does one stop once he or 
she starts.  A few even give more.  None 
gives less.  When asked why, they say that 
they feel blessed, which supports the biblical 
passage:  ñIt is more blessed to give than re-
ceive.ò  One theologian is on record as say-
ing, ñThis is the least believed verse in the Bi-
ble.ò 

 
It has been stated that the best way 
to manage oneôs finances is to give 
ten percent, save ten percent, and 
learn to live on the remaining eighty 
percent.  What do you think? 
 
Giving is like exercising.  When 
one begins to exercise, it may ac-
tually be painful and set one back; 
but the more one exercises, the 
better oneôs physical condition 
becomes.  The better oneôs con-
ditioning, the more likely one will 
want to exercise. 
 

As soon as one begins to reap the benefits of 
exercise, one will want to exercise more, not 
less.  So it is with giving.  Once one begins to 
reap the mental and emotional benefits of giv-
ing, the tendency will be to give more and not 
less.  ñHe who sows bountifully will reap boun-
tifully.  Give and it will be given to youé. For 
with the same measure that you use, it will be 
measured back to you.ò 
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Christmas Light Display  
Oglebay, West Virginia  

Trip Update 
 

Divinityôs Parish Life Committee is research-
ing the possibility of organizing a bus trip 
from Divinity to Oglebay, West Virginia to 
view their famous Christmas 
Light displays . I know after 
all of this hot and humid sum-
mer itôs hard to think about 
snow and cold. Look at it this 
way we should have blazing 
fall colors for viewing before 
winter arrives and weôll be able to sit back so-
cialize and leave the driving to the bus driver. 
 

We need to know if you are interested in 
going on a trip like this in order to start 
making plans. Please contact either Louise 
Hamula (440/238-1872) or Eric Schumacher 
(440/842-6095) if you are interested.  Look for 
updates in the Sunday bulletin and upcoming 
Digests on results and plans. 
 
 
Wondering about the displays? Here are some ex-
cerpts from the WV tourism web site: 
  

The Winter Festival of Lights ñ Nov. 11, 201-Jan. 8, 2012 
Since 1985 the Winter Festival of Lights has been delighting 
visitors of all ages! This annual holiday light show is one of 
the nation's largest, covering more than 300 acres over a six-
mile drive throughout the resort.  The Winter Festival of 
Lights was listed as one of the 10 Best Christmas Light Dis-
plays in the US according to AOL Travel. The show was re-
cently listed as one of the top 200 events in the country by 
Discover America. The Festival of Lights was also featured 
on the Travel Channel's Extreme Christmas Celebrations. 
 

Something New Every Year! 
More than 75 larger-than-life light displays are now part of 
this glowing show and every year something new is added to 
keep the show fresh. This year's new displays include a Fer-
ris Wheel, Conestoga Wagon, and Snowballs and Sled Rid-
ers. Favorites from previous years include the massive 
ñPolyhedron Starò which is emblazoned with over 2,000 lights 
and stands on the highest hilltop in Oglebay, and the 
"Poinsettia Wreath and Candles." Standing close to sixty feet 
tall and spanning fifty feet in diameter, the ñPoinsettia Wreath 
and Candle,ò display is the festival's tallest. Other display 
favorites include the ñCandy Cane Wreath,ò ñThe Twelve 
Days of Christmasò and the extravagant ñCinderella Display ò 
which took two years to complete.  
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The Board of Social Ministry would 
like to increase the frequency of food 
baskets given out to our members in 
need. We have families within our congrega-
tion who could use food on a regular basis. 
Instead of packing baskets three times a year 
we would like to give families food baskets six 
times a year so families receive food from our 
pantry every other month. Our first basket 
distribution will be September 25.  
 

In order to achieve this goal we 
NEED YOUR HELP!! Please remem-
ber your neighbor when you do your 
grocery shopping. Below is a list of 

staples we would like to keep in our food pan-
try for baskets as well as for families in imme-
diate need of food. Of course all food dona-
tions are accepted and will be used, but the 
following items are often requested and 
are most needed:  

When families pick up their baskets a gift card 
to Giant Eagle is included so families can pur-
chase additional perishable items. If you want 
to help but donôt want to shop, donating an 
offering in an envelope marked Hunger Fund 
or using the special offering envelope marked 
Hunger Fund included in your weekly offering 
packet will help Social Ministry purchase gift 
cards. 
 

We are so grateful for the continued support 
of our Divinity family! So many families have 
been helped because of your generosity! We 
thank all of you for supporting this important 
ministry and putting into action Jesusô words: 
ñFor I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me drink. Whatever 
you did for a brother or sister in need, you did 
it for me.ò 

Canned Chicken Soup           Dish Soap 

Peanut Butter  Canned Fruit    Kleenex 

Jelly   Beef Stew     Laundry Soap 

Tuna   Cereal 

Spaghetti Sauce Hamburger Helper Mix 

Spaghetti Noodles Soap 

Toilet Paper  Shampoo 

Crackers  Toothpaste/Toothbrushes 

http://news.travel.aol.com/2010/11/22/10-best-christmas-light-displays-in-the-us/?icid=main%7Chtmlws-main-n%7Cdl6%7Csec1_lnk3%7C187311
http://news.travel.aol.com/2010/11/22/10-best-christmas-light-displays-in-the-us/?icid=main%7Chtmlws-main-n%7Cdl6%7Csec1_lnk3%7C187311
http://travel.aol.com
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WE CELEBRATE THE BIRTHS...  
 

IVY MARGRET TINAY who was 

born on June 20, 2011. Ivyõs par-

ents are Mark & Gretchen Tinay. 
 

KENNETH MICHAEL ZAWADZKI  

who was born on July 10, 2011. Kennethõs par-

ents are Julie & Ken Zawadzki. 
 

GIANNA JEAN APATHY who was born on July 

20, 2011. Giannaõs parents are Amanda & 

Blaine Apathy. 
 

D EAR  D IVINITY  FAMILY ...  
 

I want to thank Pastor Doug, Loretta Cross and 

many more Divinity members for their visits, 

get well cards, and kind words of encourage-

ment during my surgery and stay in Parma 

Hospital, and Pleasant Lake Villa nursing facil-

ity too.  I am at home now trying to regain my 

strength to walk again.  

Thank You and May God Bless you all! 

 ~ Alyce Mudra 
 

D EAR  D IVINITY  FAMILY ...  
 

Thank you very much for the lovely prayer 

shawl.  It is a great source of comfort to me. 

~ Jeanne Dietz 

 

THOUGHTS & PRAYERS...  
 

...For Jeff & Denise Newbould and family upon 

the death of Jeffõs mother, VERA NEWBOULD 

on May 29, 2011. 
 

...For Nicole Sullivan and the 

family and friends of ALEX 

LOGAN who joined the church 

triumphant on June 21, 2011. 
 

...For the family and friends of RUTH SPINDLER 

upon her death on July 15 in Ann Arbor, Mich. 
 

...For Lynn Fix and the family and friends of 

ELAINE SCHUSTER whose celebration of life 

service was held here on Monday, August 1. 
 

...For Joan Huetter and family and friends of 

CARL W. HUETTER whose celebration of life 

service was held on Thursday, August 18. 

 

WE CELEBRATED 

THE SACRAMENT OF 

HOLY BAPTISM...  
 

 

é On June 18, AMANDA LYNN 

WARD 
 

é On July 30, AARON MATTHEW FALCONE 
 

é On July 31, ALEXANDER JASON WORGUL 
 

é On August 6, TREVOR DIEGO HINES and 

ZACHARY MIGUEL HINES 
 

é On August 14, KENNETH MICHAEL 

ZAWADZKI 
 

é On August 20, ANDERSON JEFFREY LULL 

 

SUMMER WEDDING  

   CONGRATULATIONS...  
 

é To STEFANI HEGER & JOSHUA DETT-

MAN who were married on June 18. 
 

é To MARK SESOCK & LAINE FREDERICK who 

were married on July 23. 
 

é To KATE RYAN & KENNETH GILLISSIE who 

were married on July 30. 

 

CONGREGATION  NEWS  

THANK  YOU! 

 

MANY THANKS TO  THOSE   

P ARTICIPATING  IN  AND / OR   

CONTRIBUTING  TO  THE  P ARMA  

AREA  RELAY FOR  LIFE ON J ULY  9! 

I T  WAS  A  HUGE SUCCESS...  
 

Our team, 

Divinity Dreamers, 

achieved  

Silver Award Status  

by raising $3,369 for cancer research! 
 

~~ Linda & Jeff Gattiker     ~~ Marti & Jim Stephan 
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A BALANCED DIET 
 

Many people refer to òa dietó as a torturous 
lifestyle change they must endure for a short 
time in order to look good and lose weight.  
When in reality we should be referring to 
our eating plan as a balanced diet and a 
healthy diet that we can maintain and not 
agonize over.  
 

 

HEALTHY EATING IS THE KEY 
TO OUR OVERALL HEALTH!  

 

By following a balanced diet combined with 
regular exercise we can greatly reduce our risk 
of heart disease, stroke, and many cancers.  
Exercising 3-4 times a week for at least 30 
minutes is essential for maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle.  
 

The best and most effective 
way to assure that you are 
receiving the proper por-
tions and types of food is to 
follow the good old fash-
ioned food pyramid.  In 
2005, the government in-
creased the number of food 
groups from four to five by 
adding grains to the basic 
four.  
 

Meats: ex. Poultry, fish, 
eggs, beans, and nuts all make up this food 
group.  These are our source of protein and 
protein = energy.   We should have 2 -3 servings 
from this group daily making up 15% of our 
daily calories.  
 

Nuts are an excellent source of both fiber and 
protein but must be eaten in moderation due 
to their high levels of fat and calories.   While 
preparing poultry, the skin should always be 
removed.  Lean cuts of beef should always be 
selected.  
 

Milk:  ex. cheese, milk and yogurt.  This group 
is vital to the health of our bones. Our diet 
should consist of 2-4 servings from this food 
group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Vegetables:  We should be consuming 3-5 serv-
ings per day.  Only 25% of adults eat an ade-
quate amount of fruits and vegetables.   Evi-
dence shows that by eating 5 servings of fruits 
and vegetables daily decrease our risk of heart 
disease, stroke, and cancers. 
 
Grains:  ex. cereal, rice, pasta.  This food 
group is typically the largest in proportion , 6 -
11 servings per day.  While purchasing and pre-
paring our grains itõs important to choose the 

grains made with whole 
grains.  These foods are 
higher in fiber, vitamins and 
minerals and lower in sugar.   
 
Empty calories should be 
avoided!  Empty calories are 
sugary desserts and salty 
snacks that have little or no 
nutritional value and a lot of 
calories.   
 
Variety is the key to staying 

on a healthy balanced diet.  By adding spices 
and different types of vegetables we can keep 
from allowing our diets to become monoto-
nous.  With a well -balanced diet our bodies 
and minds will feel satisfied and less likely to 
concede to empty calories.  
 
 

References:   

 www.Fivebasicfoodgroups.com  

 

Submitted by:  
Valerie Cho, RN 

  

Parish Health  
Ministry  


