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Saturday 
July 9  

9am to Midnight   

Tri -C  
Western Campus  

 
 

The American Cancer Society Relay for Life is a life -changing event that gives 
everyone in communities across the globe a chance to celebrate the lives of  
people who have battled cancer, remember loved ones lost, and fight back 
against the disease.  It is also a fun, team -based event in which friends, family 
members, or co -workers can form a Relay team.  Divinity members are  
strongly encouraged to participate in this event.  Join the 2011 Divinity Dream-
ers Relay for Life Team!  All ages are welcome to participate.  Sign up in the 
narthex across from the Welcome Center.  To register online, go to 
www.relayforlife.org/parmaoh  and click òsign upó, òjoin a teamó, and 
type in Divinity.  Questions, contact Marti Stephan (440.886.4899) or 
Linda Gattiker (440.886.3674)  

mailto:divinitychurch1@sbcglobal.net
http://www.divinitylutheran.com/
http://www.relayforlife.org/parmaoh
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 NEW  P LANNING  COUNCIL  

OFFICERS  AND  B OARD  
ELECTED  M AY  15, 2011  

 
The 2011-2012 Divinity 
Planning Council was in-
stalled on June 5.  A current 
list of the officers and board 
directors is as follows: 
 

 President ñ Doug Smith  
 Vice -President ñ Dave Boxler  
 Secretary ñ Linda Engelhart  
 Treasurer ñ Jim Deily  
 

Board of Finance:  Paul E. Klemme  
   Jeff Gattiker  
 

Bd. of Parish Ed.:  Rachel McDonnell  
   Sue Marko  
 

Bd. of Parish Life:  Louise Hamula  
   Erik Schumacher  
 

Bd. of Property Mgmt:  Greg Simon  
   Jim Votava  
 

Bd. of Social Ministry:  Pam Barker  
   Mary OõRourke 
 

Bd. of Stewardship:  Mary Ann Filipow  
   Dave Worsencroft  
    
Board of Witness:  Diane Conroy  
   Fay Maldari  
 

Board of Worship:  Jeanne Mapes  
   Jill Heise  
 

Board of Youth:  Jeanne Bemer  
 

We are grateful to those who have 
faithfully served in 2010-2011 and ap-
preciate their dedication to the minis-
tries of Divinity: 
 

 Leslie Crowe  Judy Jacobson  
 Kathe Lisy   Larry Wise  
 Tony Chilia   Cheryl Luther  
 Dan Bemer   Jan Jasko  
 Lana Gray      Denise Kronenberger  

 
 

 
 

The author of our fall and winter Bible 
Study, Tom Wright, writes that òthere are 
many misconceptions about Jesus.  He 
isnõt just somebody with good ideas or 
somebody who will tell us how to establish 
a better relationship with God.  He is 
somebody with authority over everything 
that the physical world and the non -
physical world can throw at us.  This is a 
Jesus we can trust with 
every aspect of our lives.  
And this is the Jesus Mat-
thew reveals in his Gos-
pel.  Through these 25 
studies, we will see a full, 
firsthand account of Jesus 
as Messiah, Teacher, and Son of Man giv-
ing his life for us all.ó 
 
During the fall and winter of 2010 -11, we 
completed an in -depth and revealing 
study of Revelation.  Many of you affirmed 
how much you learned and the new 
friends that came from our Monday eve-
ning and Wednesday morning time to-
gether.  
 
We begin our new Bible Study entitled 
òMatthew for Everyoneó at 6:00 p.m. on 
Monday, September 12 and at 9:30 a.m. 
on Wednesday, September 14.  If youõve 
never participated in an adult Bible study 
before, òMatthew for Everyoneó is the per-
fect place to begin.  These 25 studies are 
truly for everyone.  
 
Simply call the Divinity office with your 
name and phone number.  Send in or drop 
off a check made out to Divinity for $11 for 
the purchase of your book.  Couples who 
get along can easily share one book.  
 
These studies are open to everyone inside 
and outside of Divinity.  Donõt hesitate to 
invite a friend or family member.  
 

In Christ ñ Pastor Doug 
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Divinity Sisters and 
Brothers in Christ, 
 

òAccording to the grace of 

God given to me, like a 

skilled master builder I laid 

a foundation, and someone else is building 

on it.  Each builder must choose with care 

how to build on it.ó       ñ   1 Corinthians 3:10 
 
An old carpenter was ready to retire.  He 
told his employer ñcontractor of his plans 
to leave the construction business and 
live a more leisurely life with his wife and 
family.  He would miss the paycheck, but 
he needed to retire and they could get by.  
 
The contractor was sorry to 
see his good worker go and 
asked if he could build just one 
more house as a personal fa-
vor.  The carpenter said yes, 
but in a short time it was easy 
to see that his heart was not in 
his work.  He resorted to 
shoddy workmanship and used 
inferior materials just to get 
the job done.  It was an unfor-
tunate way to end a dedicated 
career.  
 
When the carpenter finished his work, the 
employer came to inspect the house.  He 
handed the front door key to the carpen-
ter.  òThis is your house,ó he said, òmy gift 
to you.ó  The carpenter was shocked!  If 
he had only known he was building his 
own house, he would have done it so dif-
ferently.  
 
So it is with us.  As St. Paul reminds us in 1 
Corinthians 3, Christ has laid a foundation 
for us to build on.  We build our lives on 
that foundation, a day at a time, often put-
ting less than our best into the building.  
Then with a shock, we realize we have to 
live in the house we have built.  If we could 
do it overé we would do it much differ-
ently.  But we cannot go back.  

 
In the same way, Christ is the foundation 
of Divinity Lutheran Church on whom 
buildings were built in 1955 and 1965.  
When I meet with families to plan funerals, 
I hear stories of teenagers climbing the 
new bell tower, worship and baptisms in 
the original sanctuary ñ now fellowship 
hall, with overflow into the hallway.  Fifty -
six years later, the roof is leaking on the 
1955 wing, the bell towerõs shell needs to 
be reinforced and resealed, and 1960õs 
era furnaces need to be replaced after a 
$5,000 gas bill for one month last winter.  
 

Weõve recently welcomed a new A.A. 
group, a YMCA Summer Camp, a YMCA 
preschool, Tri -C music teaching classes, 
and the many other Divinity and commu-

nity groups 
that appreci-
ate our beau-
tiful building.  
In order to 
continue to 
fulfill our mis-
sion state-
ment to be òa 
people and 
place of hope, 
healing, and 
welcome,ó we 
need to repair 
or replace our 

tower, roof, and furnaces.  These 3 pro-
jects are not optional, but necessities.  
How many of us have a leaky roof or 50 
year old furnaces at home?  
 
Jesus has given us the keys to the front 
door.  òThis is your house,ó  he says, òmy 
gift to you.ó  As we prepare for a òMiracle 
Sundayó in September, let each of us 
prayerfully consider what we can do to 
keep our building and all of its ministries 
healthy and strong.  
 
 

Have a Spirit-filled summer, 

            ñ Pastor Doug 



 4 

 

The tiny drops of doubt that can build up and 
attempt to drown our joy in Christ have been 
listened to by Our Father, and washed away 
by Our Lord.  We know about the national 
debt, the state debt, and God knows about 
our personal debt, and has blessed us to be 
debt free each day. 
 
Of course it is a different kind of debt, but I 
think the national debt, all that it means, and 
all the negativity that surrounds us each day 
pales in comparison to the debt that has been 
paid for us by our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Thinking about that certainly puts eve-
rything else in perspective, doesnôt it? 
 
We have just celebrated the last Sunday of 

the Easter season.  At the 11:00 service, we 
were outside on the lawn enjoying Godôs crea-
tion as we sang and communed together in 
Christian love.  It felt so good to do that.  The 
church calendar tells us the Easter season is 
over, and we are now in the season of Pente-
costé. A time for us to breathe in the Holy 
Spirit, recharge our batteries, honor the Sab-
bath Day and go and share the Spirit of God.  
Deep in our Christian hearts we pray, and 
know what this world is coming to.  It does not 
matter what the rest of the world around us 
does, no matter what others may think this 
world is coming to, we believe that every 
morning is Easter morning.  We inhale the 
Spirit of God and exhale His love. 
 
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and 
your words of justice and mercy reshape the 
world.  Mold us into a people who welcome 
your word and serve one another through Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

            ñ Loretta 

 

Pray-er Thoughts 
 

Listening to the news or reading the papers 
lately certainly can put a person in a very 
negative frame of mind, canôt it?  The greed, 
graft, and immorality of some of our elected 
officials can really cause us some concern.  
Then there is the national and state debt that 
seems to dominate so much of the newsé 
news that inevitably affects us.  And, of 
course if you happen to be an Ohio State fan 
like I am, you, like me, may possibly be in a 
strange state of mind regarding the ñvestò and 
the Buckeyes.  How often have you heard the 
words ñwhat is this world coming to?ò 
 
Sometimes in todayôs society, we can develop 
questions and doubts about many things in 
our lives.  If we permit those things to take 
away our joy of living, what does that do to 
each of us? 
 
As I was reading in a devotional ñMoments of 
Peace in the Presence of God,ò I came across 
a page that talked about Questions and 
Doubts.  Allow me to quote it for you: 
 
ñIn the utter stillness of a cavern deep under-

ground, a single drop of water 
falls onto the surface of a small 
pond ð and then another and an-
other and another.  With time, the 

pond swells until the entire cham-
ber is under water.  Doubt enters 
your life in the same way ï one 
drop at a time. 
 
When you experience loss or disappointment, 
it is natural for you to have questions and ex-
perience doubt.  But you can bring your ques-
tions and doubts to God.  He will help you re-
solve your doubts and find the peace you 
seek.  It may take longer than you expect for 
answers to come, but they will come. 

 
You can know Godôs true and 
lasting peace as you allow your 
doubts to flow out into the river 
of Godôs love.ò 
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Karen DiCarlo  

 
 
 
 
 

 Jodie, Andrew & Isaiah  
              Van Diest  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michelle Mack, Jason Mudra  

Received May 22, 2011 
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As growing, constantly evolving Christians, I think 

God asks us to question whether we are the cross 

or the crucifix, or perhaps neither?  Are we looking 

back, or are we looking ahead?  Do we learn from 

our mistakes by remembering them, or do we hold 

ourselves back from new opportunities because of 

fear?  Are we so focused on the future that we 

canõt recognize the joy of the moment? 

 

What is so wonderful about celebrating our faith in 

the fashion that we do (and by that, I mean taking 

time to both remember and look forward through 

communion and baptism) is that we allow our-

selves the ability to ground ourselves in Christ.  By 

being the crucifix and remembering that we are 

sinful, that we have made mistakes, that we have 

a past that is uniquely ours, it makes the celebra-

tion of grace that much sweeter.  By being the 

cross, we have the strength to take chances, to 

start families, to repair damaged bell towers, to 

feed the hungry, and our ministry is able to con-

tinually move forward.  It is important to 

both have our past and our future, to 

have our history and our tomorrows, to 

be the cross and the crucifix, because to 

truly feel the grace of God we need to 

recognize that through Christõs sacrifice 

our lives are well rounded in love.   

 

As I stand in this present, sandwiched between my 

past and my future, I am making a covenant to you, 

my family through God.  I will not leave Divinity be-

hind without carrying you with me.  I promise that 

while I live in Chicago, I will continue to keep you 

posted on the on-goings of my life.  I will continue 

to uplift you in prayer, write Digest articles, wor-

ship with you when I visit my family, and work on 

web-based communications like email and the 

Facebook page.  I will need your help with this 

covenant.  Help me uphold this pledge to you by 

remembering me in prayer, being there for my par-

ents, and writing to me in either letters or email.   

 

I also ask that you reach out to the other students 

of our family who are carrying out their independ-

ent missions for Christ.  These can range from our 

young college students or our members who are 

homebound.  It is easy when we are in the midst of 

our own transitions to forget that there are others 

who are also in-between their yesterdays and to-

morrows.   

 

Through God we transition together and remain 

together, even when we are apart.       
 

Wishing you Godõs peace and Blessings,  

Tina Heise 

A few days ago I called Divin-

ityõs church administrator, 

Paula, to double check the 

summer Digest distributions.  

In the back of my mind I re-

membered that there was one 

less, but it wasnõt until I 

spoke with her that I realized this would be the last 

article I would write prior to heading to seminary.  

 

Yikes!  Where did the time go?  It was just last week 

that I sat up on the couch on a commercial break dur-

ing a Law & Order marathon and told my parents, òI 

think I want to become a pastor.ó Iõm pretty sure it has 

only been a couple of days since I met with Pastor 

Doug and asked him for some direction, and I know it 

was only a few moments ago that I attended my first 

Divinity council meeting and was astounded by the 

support of my church family.   

 

To be honest, I am in the midst of a pretty nostalgic 

moment in my life.  Three days ago was my final day at 

the church where I have worked for the past three 

years, and in two days from today I will be heading off 

to New Orleans for a week-long conference as a fellow 

for the Fund for Theological Education.   I am literally 

between my past and my future.   

 

Lately, every time I have looked in the mirror I am re-

minded of a certain doctor of ethnomusicology that 

you may know, Dr. Alexandra Vago.  As she was work-

ing on her dissertation, she and I had a really interest-

ing conversation about crosses ð specifically, a cross 

verses a crucifix.  We discussed that crucifixes depict 

and celebrate the death of Christ and the death of our 

sins, while crosses without a body depict and cele-

brate the resurrection of Christ and the rebirth of our-

selves through grace.   

 

When I was a little girl, I couldnõt wait until I was con-

firmed because my parents had promised me that on 

that day, they would give me my first crucifix.  I wore 

that crucifix every single day until my twenty-second 

birthday, when my parents gave me the cross I cur-

rently wear.  My parents replaced the crucifix with a 

higher quality cross because I literally wore the old 

one until Jesus had become worn down to a blob.  On 

my Via de Cristo weekend in May, I was given a new 

crucifix at the closing ceremony.  A friend asked what 

makes me decide when Iõll wear which one.  I told her 

it is based on my need to remember different things.  

 

Tinaõs Contact Information after August 10, 2011 

Tina Heise c/o LSTC 

1100 East 55th St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60615 

knheise@gmail.com 
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Youth in the Digest!  
 

òDonõt forget your family.  God does 

not forget about you.ó 
 

As my family and I were driving 
back home over Memorial Day 
weekend, I was sitting ñshot 
gunò and hunting for church 
signs as I tend to do on 
long car rides.  I found 
one that read, ñGod does not take a vacation 
from youò.  I thought to myself, ñHow fitting 
that we are reminded of this as we embark on 
our respective summer vacations and plans.ò  
A little later on the drive, I received a text from 
my older sister inquiring about my plans for 
the coming week. She knew I had just spent 4 
days at my in-laws helping prepare all the final 
details for the upcoming wedding for my 
youngest sister-in-law.  In light of this knowl-
edge, my sister texted me and said, ñI know 
you may be ódoneô with hanging out around 
family at this pointéò  I responded quite 
quickly with an ñOn the contraryéò sort of 
statement.  I thought about her statement for 
days afterwards and it struck me that this 
could be deciphered by several individuals in 
many different ways, but that God does not 
see this as ñgray areaò in our lives.  These in-
cidents stuck with me upon my return to the 
office the following week when I knew I would 
be writing this issue of the Digest...already!  I 
thought we had just finished planning for 
Youth Sunday services for May and had all 

the time in the world.  Well, 
while God did not even take a 
vacation from us over Memo-
rial Day, many of us did.  Be-
fore we know it ï Independ-
ence Day celebrations and 
vacations ensue and we have 
yet to take but a Sunday 

morning ñtime outò to include God in our sum-
mer adventuresé 
 

Scripture Reflection  
John 5:19 ð Jesus gave them this answer: "I 
tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by 
himself; he can do only what he sees his Fa-
ther doing, because whatever the Father does 
the Son also does. 

Devotional  
 

Find out what is important to Je-
sus and make those things im-
portant to you. Here are some 
places to start. All things when 
done out of the desire to share 
Godôs love, are ways to make 
what is important to God impor-
tant to you. As you seek after the things of 
God you will see God direct your steps! 
 
 

Other News:  
 

We would like to extend prayers for safe 
travels to all the Divinity youth going to 
camp and on the Mission Trip this sum-
meré We canôt wait to hear all about your 
experiences.  Peace,  
       Board of Youth  
 

òSNLó to meet over the 

summer on these dates:  
 

 July 11
th

 ï Cedar Point  
 August 7

th
 ï Huntington Beach  

 

DONõT FORGET ï ñSNLò will meet twice a 

month beginning on Sunday, September 
11

th
 from 5:00 to 7:30pm.  

 
 
 

Sr. High Youth!!!  Remember that Sunday 

school classes start up 
on Sunday, September 
11

th
 from 10:00 to 11:00 

am.   We are looking for-
ward to another exciting 
year and want you to be 
a part of it all.  So, come 
to class and find out what 

kinds of events we have planned for the 2011-
2012 school year. 
 

Make note, youth and families - The 

Fall Rummage Sale will take place on Oc-
tober 5

th
 (setup), 6

th
, and 7

th
!!! We will need 

several volunteers to step up and help out 
with the sale so sign up as soon as possible. 
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EDITORIAL  

A CALL  FOR  UNITY  
 

CAROL FREDRICH, PRESIDENT AND CEO OF  
LUTHERAN  METROPOLITAN M INISTRIES  

 

Dear Friends, 
 

What a polarized society we live in today.  As 

all levels of government struggle to balance 

budgets, seeking common ground seems to be 

viewed as a negative trait.  Even our religious 

community seems more focused on what divides us than on 

what brings us together.  Thankfully, there are voices call-

ing us to civility, to common values, beliefs, and solutions.  

Sometimes it is challenging to sort out where God is calling 

us in the midst of all the voices. 

 

I find this time period to be perhaps the most frightening in 

my more than 35 years in social ministry.  Certainly the 

economy and governmental budget problems are major 

causes of that fear ñ but Iõve seen that before.  Iõm con-

cerned now that decisions are being made based on dra-

matic overstatements rather than rational debate, and fear 

mongering rather than open dialogue.  And the people and 

positions with the most power, i.e., financial resources, 

seem to have the most influence. 

 

LMM is called by the Gospel to love our 

neighbors who are forgotten, hurting and left 

out of society.  People who are homeless, who 

have criminal records, who are ôlostõ in the 

transition to young adulthood without family 

connections have none of that influential power.  We, the 

people of God, are called to stand beside them and speak 

out for their needs and concerns.  That means communicat-

ing with our elected leaders at every level of government to 

remember the poor, and keep the safety nets that are criti-

cal to life itself ñ food, medical care, housing, education, 

employment opportunities, and mental health care.  What-

ever political party or religious persuasion, we are all called 

to remember the poor, feed the hungry, cloth the naked, 

visit the sick and imprisoned and welcome the stranger. 

 

Research has shown the cost effectiveness of social pro-

grams.  It is far less expensive to tax payers to provide re-

entry services than to re-incarcerate someone; to provide 

outpatient mental health care and case management than 

to hospitalize in a psychiatric ward; to provide guardian-

ship services and community supports rather than nursing 

home care; and to assist a young person into employment 

and responsible adulthood rather than have them live a life 

of crime and homelessness.  Whether out of religious, hu-

manitarian, or pragmatic reasons, we all can unite to do 

what is right for our neighbors, 

as well as be financially re-

sponsible.  We can do it; do we 

have the will? 

 

COMMUNITY  OUTREACH  
THROUGH  THE  ARTS !  

 
 

Now that we are into the summer 
months and family activities, Arts in 
Action is working to bring some ex-
citing programs and events to Divin-
ity and the surrounding communities. 

 
We are looking to bring a bell choir and with 
the renewed and regenerated music program 
in the Parma City School District we are hop-
ing to have our high school/college choir con-
cert.  There are some other projects in the 
works as well.  With the city of Parma Heights 
celebrating its centennial in August we would 
like to sponsor an outdoor concert 
featuring our own Dr. Alexandra 
Vago and her string quartet. 
 
In order to bring talented artists 
and programs to Divinity and the communities 
we need to rely on program sponsorships and 
memorials.  Arts in Action , though under the 
umbrella of the Board of Witness is a self-
funded program separate from the churchôs 
general budget.  Through the sponsorships 
we cover artist fees, publicity, hospitality 
(basic operating expenses).  None of the 
sponsorship money goes toward the scholar-
ship fund.  That fund is supported via a por-
tion of the public ticket sales, fund raisers and 
memorials as designated. 
 
There are four levels of sponsorship.  First 
is the Silver  level ($25-75); next is the Gold  
level ($76-125); the next level is the Platinum  
level ($126-175); and our newest level, the 
Eagle  level, for sponsorships over $175.  All  
levels will receive preferred seating at all con-
certs and will also receive complementary 
tickets to all ticketed concerts.  Levels silver 
and gold will receive a pair of tickets; platinum 
will receive two pairs of tickets and Eagle will 
receive three pairs of tickets. All tickets will be 
for preferred seating. Sponsorships may be 
donated at any time.  Please see an Arts in 
Action member or contact the church office. 
 

Remember, Christ asked us  
to be fishers of men!  
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Our synodical campaign contributions  to 

date are approximately  $106,411.  We want 

to be the first synod  to reach our ELCA Ma-

laria Campaign goal!  
  
We are well on our way to meeting our 

$250,000 goal , but we need EVERY congre-

gation of the synod to take up the challenge 

in order to have our campaign completed 

by the end of July .  We CAN  do this!  
   

Every 45 seconds a child dies from ma-

laria.  Malaria is 

preventable . Ma-

laria is treat-

able . The time to 

act is now. To-

gether, through the 

ELCA Malaria Campaign, we can restore 

health and inspire hope for millions of people.  
 

 

Malaria Quick Facts : 

On average, 1500 cases of malaria are reported every 
year in the United States, even though malaria has 
been eradicated in this country since the early 
1950õs. 
The majority of these cases are from travelers and 
immigrants returning from countries where malaria 
transmission occurs, mostly from sub-Saharan Af-
rica and South Asia. 
Half of the worldõs population live where malaria is 
prevalent. 
89% of malaria deaths occur in Africa, especially in 
pregnant women and children. 
Malaria is the 5th leading cause of death from infec-
tious diseases worldwide. 

 

Your donations buy:  

$10 for a net 
$25 for indoor residual spraying for a year 
$50 for 25 doses of medication 
$100 to train a team to perform these functions and 
educate the population 

 

Place Your Donations in the 

Mosquito Netted Box in the 

lobby  so Divinity can send its 

contribution by the end of July 

and help those that need our 

help the most.  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Thank you for your Mission Support.  Thank you for making 

the beauty of Godõs creation real for a kid at Camp 

Mowana, for a family at Camp Luther, for a youth group at 

Luther Memorial Camp.  Thank you for preparing candi-

dates for ministry at Trinity Seminary.  Thank you for giving 

a homeless man shelter and dignity through Lutheran Met-

ropolitan Ministries Menõs Shelter.  Thank you for sending 

chaplains to pray with patients in crisis and to sit with 

families in hospital waiting rooms.  Thank you for sending 

young adults to serve a missionary year in South Africa and 

England and Hungary and Malaysia.  Thank you for support-

ing missionaries around the world.  Thank you for starting 

new congregations in our synod and in 61 other places 

across the church.  Thank you for feeding the hungry and 

clothing the naked through ELCA World Hunger Appeal, 

Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster response.  

Thank you for helping congregations in conflict become 

healthy gospel communities.  Thank you for making curricu-

lum, print, digital and musical resources available from the 

synod resource center to every congregation.  Thank you for 

training members of our congregations to knock on doors 

and invite their neighbors to church.  Thank you for sending 

military chaplains to bring Godõs peace to our men and 

women in uniform serving in dangerous places.  Thank you 

for making the gospel known.  Thank you for your Mission 

Support. 
 

Your Mission Support makes a difference I peopleõs lives.  

Together we can change the world. 
 

Sincerely ñ The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, Bishop 
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VIA DE CRISTO  

WEEK -END RETREATS  
 

M EN  ĕ JULY  28 TO  JULY  31  

W OMEN  ĕ AUG . 4 TO  AUG . 7  
 

Anyone interested in attending a Week-end, 

please contact any of the fol-

lowing people:  Loretta Cross, 

Pastor Doug, Kip Kanya, Les-

lie Crowe, or any other per-

son you know who has attended a week-end.  

Applications must be submitted 4 weeks prior 

to the week-end.  Transportation is provided to 

the retreat.  Judy Junker and Lana Gray are on 

team for the Womenõs Week-end. 
 

z z z z 
 

 

 

 

THE 23 RD  ANNUAL  

SUMMER READING CLUB  
 

Children who read 10 books from the 15 cate-

gory and older children, youth 

and adults who read 5 books 

(other than 15 category) will be 

eligible for recognition and 

awards.  Stop in the library any 

Sunday morning or any Wednes-

day from 9 am to Noon to sign 

up for the club and take out books.  The club 

continues through Sunday, August 14. 
 

z z z z 
 

SUMMER CLASSES  

AT DIVINITY  
 

R EGISTRATION   

J ULY  5 AT  7 P .M . 
 

 

On Tuesdays and Thursdays, Divinity will host 

the Parma Adult Education Services Summer 

GED and Summer ESOL (English for Speak-

ers of Other Languages) Classes.  Classes 

will be from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. from Thursday, 

July 7 through Thursday, August 25.  For infor-

mation,  visit www.parmacityschools.org/able  

or call 440.885.8797.  

 

z z z z 
 

TUTORING RETURNS  

FALL, 2011  
 

Divinity Lutheran Church will again be working 

with Parma Park School to provide 

tutoring in reading to some wonder-

ful children!  

 

This fall we will be concentrating on 

2nd and 3rd graders.  We will meet on Tuesday 

afternoons from October 4 to November 15.  

Mentors will be working from 3 pm to 4:30 pm 

including set-up time. 

 

If you are interested in helping or want more 

information, please contact Sue Clay at 

440.570.1155  

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Thank you for the donation 

of $98 from your Good Friday 

midday service offering, and 

thank you for choosing Parma Hunger Center 

as the recipient. 
 

The funds we receive are a big help in our pur-

chases through the Foodbank, enabling us to 

keep our shelves well supplied to meet the 

great need.  We appear to be on track 

this year to match our all time high in 

2010 of 4000+ families served.  
 

We appreciate your generosity and caring. 
 

God bless you ~ Carol Hartel 
 

The Parma Hunger Center is located at: 

Parma Lutheran Church 

5280 Broadview Rd., Parma, OH 44134 

http://www.parmacityschools.org/able
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THOUGHTS & PRAYERS...  
 

...For the family and friends of 

CARL W. BOWEN whose cele-

bration of life service was held 

on Saturday,  May 21. 
 

...For the family and friends of 

OBERINE N. TINAY whose celebration of life 

service was held on Tuesday, May 24. 

 

...For the family and friends of JOHN R. 

PETRUNAK whose celebration of life service 

was held on Friday, May 27. 

 
 

D EAR  P ASTOR  D OUG & D IVINITY  

FAMILY ...  
 

A big thank you from the bottom of my heart 

for your uplifting visits.  My prayer shawl is just 

beautiful and comforting and my family en-

joyed the dinner.  God Bless All of You. 

Sincerely ~ Pat Carmichael 
 

D EAR  D IVINITY  FAMILY ...  
 

My heartfelt thanks to Pastor Doug for his visit 

and to my Divinity Family and Marti Stephan 

for the wonderful meal brought to me after my 

recent illness.  It was a total surprise and I am 

so grateful for your kindness.  Once again, it is 

so nice to be back as one of the Divinity flock. 

Many, many thanks ~ Joan Blaha 

 

WE CELEBRATE 

THE BIRTH of...  
 

CONNOR JOSEPH FIORELLA 

who was born on May 26, 

2011. Connorõs parents are 

Joseph and Laura Fiorella. 
 

D EAR  P ASTOR  D OUG & ALL  MY  

D EAR  FRIENDS  AT  D IVINITY ...  
 

I am so blessed to be 

a member of Divinity 

and a friend to so 

many lovely Christian 

members who help 

each other thru trying 

times.  Thank you a million for visiting me after 

my hip surgery.  It just wasnõt on my agenda 

for something to do.  I never think of me as be-

ing òincapacitatedó even at my age, but it hap-

pened very fast and between my great family 

and friends from Divinity, I will make it 

through.   
 

Thank you also for the purple crocheted throw, 

which I am using every day at my rehab.  Itõs 

so comforting to have and I have such comfy 

thoughts of all of you.  On top of all that, I re-

ceived a gorgeous bouquet of flowers to keep 

my spirits up each day!  Divinity has been a 

grounding place for me and my famiy since 

1953 ñ hallelujah!   
 

I thank God for all of you whom I cherish as 

friends.  Thank you so much! 
 

Love & Godõs blessings ~ Marie Dornbrook 

THANK  YOU! 

 

CONGREGATION  NEWS  

THANK  YOU! 

 

THANKS TO  ALL  WHO  HELPED  

MAKE  THE  RELAY FOR  LIFE 

BAKE SALE A  HUGE SUCCESS...  
 

Thanks to all the bakers, 

customers, and team  

members, we made $269! 
 

Your support of the Lenten Meal,  

Individual Donations, Luminaries, and the 

Bake Sale has raised a total of $687.03 
for the Divinity Relay for Life Team to date! 


