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“Do Not Mirror Evil” – Walter Wink 
 

This past weekend I attended a seminar with Dr. Jon Pahl entitled ―Sex and 
Salvation.‖  What struck me the most about the three days I studied with him 
was the message of non-violence he promoted.  He articulated that the best 
way for us to uphold our beliefs on salvation is to practice peace in every 
component in our lives – from how we speak to our spouses, to how we ad-
dress others in public, and how we read our scripture.  I was moved, and couldn’t help but wonder if 
the conflicts we experience when addressing LGBT issues came from a place of spiritual infidelity.  If 
we are truly being faithful to Christ’s lessons of loving God and loving others, then it should be easy 
for us to promote peace in all aspects of our lives, both through our prayer and our actions.  
 
I was rolling this idea around in my mind when I turned on the news and learned about the death of 
Osama Bin Laden.  I honestly don’t know how I feel about the situation.  At first, there’s a part of 
me that feels a great sense of peace in knowing that the families who lost loved ones on 9/11 finally 
have a finite end to their horror.  There’s a part of me that feels proud that our country has not 
stopped seeking answers and retribution for the innocent loss of our fellow countrymen.  But there is 
a baser part of me that can’t help but be appalled at the spectacle the media is making over this 
murder.  
 
I’ll never forget 9/11.  I was in high-school, and my choir director had heard about the first plane 
crash and had turned on the news in class.  I watched as the second plane flew into the tower.  I re-
member being so overwhelmed with grief that I became physically numb and dizzy and had to sit 
down. School was evacuated, and that evening I sat with my family in a vigil at Divinity Lutheran 
Church, trying to wrap my head around the reason for this terrible loss.  I remember feeling nau-
seous with watching the following news reports where I saw Al-Qaeda operatives celebrating in the 
streets over our serious and profound loss.  In the years to come, I remember seeing the discrimina-
tion of American Muslims within our own society, the social fear of cultures of non-Arian descent, 
and the continued separation of ―us‖ and ―them.‖  Through it all, I felt, and continue to feel, a strong 
affection for those who had to fight against their fear and live Christ’s message of peace, acceptance 
and non-violence.  
 
It is because of that affection I will not celebrate in the street that a heinous man is dead.  I will not 
rejoice in the loss of a human life, no matter how despicable, degrading, and unjust his life was.  I 
will not lower myself to his level and lose my fidelity to Jesus and the ideals that help the families of 
Bin Laden’s victims heal.  I will not mirror evil.  

Continued on Page 2 
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 I write these things with nothing but the high-
est regard for my nation, and for the military 
and government officials who have to make 
the decisions I could never make.  I am proud, 
so very proud, to live in a nation that will stop 
at nothing to protect my life and the life of 
the American people.  I have a cousin who is a 
police officer, and my maternal grandfather 
served this nation faithfully in the military 
and Cleveland Strike Force.  It is because of 
my affection for my family and our military 
that I will not shout ―USA!‖ upon seeing the 
tortured face of Bin Laden.  No matter how 
we feel about the loss of his life, one of our 
own had to pull the trigger.  One of our own 

buried him at sea.  One of our 
own has gone through an ex-
perience that no person should 
have to experience to protect 
the lives of our nation.   
 

That is not something I take lightly, and in 
my gratitude for safety and freedom, I will 
continue to live a life promoting non-violence.  
It is out of respect to our military that I will 
grieve with them in the experiences they have 
faced for the greater good.  When I lift my 
voice in prayer tonight, it will not be in 
thanksgiving for the death of a dictator, but 
in thanksgiving that through Christ’s salva-
tion we find eternal peace.   
 

Wishing you God’s peace and blessings,  

Tina Heise 

Dear Rev. Gunkelman, 
 

Greetings from the Lutheran School of Theol-
ogy at Chicago from the Office of Vocation, 
Admissions and Financial Aid.  We’re writing 
in this season of resurrection to let you know 
how thankful we are for your part in bringing 
new students to the seminary. 
 

We are so very grateful to you for the time, 
thought and care you gave to write a refer-
ence for Kristina Heise.  We take your assess-
ment very seriously and we thank you for your 
role in helping us to select a wonderful group 
of students to enter LSTC in the coming Fall 
2011.  Since our students pursue preparation 
for ministries of all kinds, we thank you on be-
half of our seminary in particular, as well as 
the larger church and society in which these 
good people will lead and serve. 
 

May God be with you in these days and bless 
the work of your hands, 
 

Rev. Joy McDonald Coltvet 
Director of Admissions 

 

Dorothy Dominiak 
Director of Financial Aid and Admissions 

 

JOIN  THE  FUN  ð D IVINITY  DAY  TRIP  ON  SATURDAY , JUNE  4!  
 

We will meet at Divinity at 10 am, and then head to Tremont to tour Pilgrim 
United Church of Christ.  A building 151-years-old with beautiful stained 
glass windows, this church is the fourth oldest spiritual building in Cleve-
land.  This is also the parish that Tina Heise serves as Director of Church Op-
erations, and she will take the group on a tour of a building that has appeared 
in George Clooney movies and has a one-of-a-kind Tiffany dome.   
 

Next follows lunch at Grumpy's Cafe located on West 14, and ending with an afternoon of the 
Cleveland Botanical Gardens.  With a biome containing the spiny desert of Madagascar and the but-
terfly-filled cloud forest of Costa Rica, the Garden also contains ten acres of exterior gardens that can 
be enjoyed by any plant or photography buff.   
 

Please send a check or place in offering (memo-Garden) payable to Divinity for $6.50 per person 
(to cover the admission to the Garden) no later than Sunday, May 29.  Lunch will be purchased indi-
vidually, and the Pilgrim tour is free.  Contact Tina Heise at 440-376-5904 or at knheise@gmail.com.  

mailto:knheise@gmail.com
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Divinity Sisters and 
Brothers in Christ, 
 
A few of you commented to 
me about how ―loud‖ our 
Easter morning services were.  

―People were even talking during Holy Com-
munion!‖ 
 
That got me to reflecting on public spaces 
(churches, schools, libraries, theaters) and pri-
vate spaces (car, home, office). 
 
It used to be considered rude behavior to talk 
in worship, in a classroom, in the library or 
theater.  Now it is accepted. 
 
It used to be rude to answer the phone when 
you were in the physical presence of others.  
Now there is nowhere you can go and not 
hear people engaging in personal phone calls 
in public places.  While I was standing in line 
at Giant Eagle the other day, I listened to and 
watched a very animated and agitated man 
have a ―private‖ quarrel about money on his 
cell phone.  As he continued arguing with his 
wife, his voice got louder and his language 
became ―inappropriate‖ for a grocery store.  
As I tried to make eye contact to let him know 
about my agitation, he finally looked at me, 
realized he was holding me up, and quickly 
ended the fight.  He did apologize while swip-
ing through his credit card, but qualified the 
apology with, ―you know how wives are!‖ 
 
All this private noise in public places can be 
distracting.  When did we become so self-
important?  When did I accept the premise 
that I was so important that I need to be 
strapped to a cell phone and available the 
moment you call?  The church has existed for 
centuries without cellular communication. 
 
We are family and when we come together, 
especially at Easter and Christmas, we are 
noisy.  As one of you reminded me, ―it is a joy-
ful noise we make unto the Lord—even when 
we’re talking during holy communion.‖  We 
do have public places to talk like in our nar-
thex, fellowship hall, Sunday School rooms, 
and most certainly, our parking lot. 

Our sanctuary worship is a time to be noisy 
and sing and a time to listen quietly and re-
flect.  When we come together as family to 
worship in our public space, there should al-
ways be consideration for others in the sanc-
tuary. 
 
Our cell phones should be turned off so you 
don’t have to sprint up the aisle with phone 
ringing in hand or searching through your 
purse to shut off the ringing.  For one hour, 
rediscover the joy of being disconnected from 
the immediate needs of others.  You will be 
more fully in the moment without them.  
When the prelude begins, end your conversa-
tions.  Try sitting quietly and let the music 
transport you into worship.  This is a wonder-
ful time to pray. 
 
If you have a hard 
time hearing or are 
easily distracted, sit 
towards the front.  If 
the noise and commo-
tion are behind you, 
it’s far less distracting. 
 
Let’s teach our children the difference be-
tween private spaces and public spaces and 
encourage them to do their part in being an 
important part of our worshipping family. 
 
When it’s time to sing, I wish more of you 

would sing.  Trust me, 
the joy of singing 
praises to God has ab-
solutely nothing to do 
with the quality of 
your singing voice — 
unless you’re in the 
choir or praise band!  

When it’s time to pray — pray.  When it’s 
time to share the peace — get up, move 
around, greet one another, and share the 
eternal peace of God. 
 
In all these ways, we are serving one another 
and witnessing to the importance and power 
of our public worship together.   
 

May God continue to bless us on our 

journey together — Pastor Doug 
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Early Childhood: 6 weeksð5 years old  
 

Our Early Childhood programs offer a safe 
community which fosters social, emotional 
and cognitive growth for your child while you 
are at work.  Friendly dedicated staff with 
backgrounds in early childhood is what you 
will find at the YMCA. 
 
Creative Curriculum is the curriculum choice 
for all of our early childhood centers.  The 
most important goals of our curriculum are for 
children to get along well with others and be-
come enthusiastic learners. 
 
Our curriculum identifies goals in four areas of 
development: 
 

ƀ Social/Emotional 
ƀ Physical 
ƀ Cognitive 
ƀ Language 

 
Through the activities we plan and the way we 
organize the classroom, select toys and mate-
rials, plan the daily schedule, and talk with 
children, we seek to accomplish the goals of 
our curriculum and give your child a success-
ful start in school. 
 
School Age:  KindergartenðSixth grade 
 

Our school age programs not only offer a safe 
place for your child to go after school but also 
include fun, hands on activities that promote 
cognitive and social development.   
 
Through the YMCA's core values caring, hon-
esty, respect, responsibility our dedicated staff 
build a community within the child care site 
encouraging each child to build self esteem all 
while having fun and making friends.   
 
All YMCA SACC programs use a standard 
curriculum that aligns with the Ohio Academic 
Content Standard Benchmarks and to the 40 
Developmental Assets.  
 

YMCA of Greater Cleveland Pre-
School Program Coming to Divinity 

 

Program to Begin in August, 2011 
 

By Rick Haase 
 
The YMCA of Greater Cleveland will host a 
Pre-School Open House from 4-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 29 at Divinity Lutheran 
Church. 
 
This open house will be your chance to learn 
more about the full-day Pre-School program 
coming to Divinity in August, which will take 
the place of the Divine Kids Pre-School. 
 
It will also be your opportunity to sign your 
child up for the fall program. 
 
Divinity is the newest site for pre-school pro-
grams offered by the YMCA of Greater Cleve-
land. 
 
The YMCA is one of the largest providers of 
child care programs in the Greater Cleveland 
area, caring for over 1,100 children in more 
than 20 licensed child care centers.  
 
We offer full and part-time preschool, before 
and after-school care and licensed child care 
summer camp. 
 
YMCA staff members are dedicated profes-
sionals with degrees in education and/or child 
care training.  Their goal is to provide children 
with an atmosphere of warmth, security and 
continuity.   
 
Through partnerships with our families, we 

work together for 
the optimum de-
velopment of each 
child. 
 

 



 5 

 

YMCA of  Greater Cleveland 
Brings Pre -School  
Program to Divinity  

 
 

What to Expect: 
 

A research and theory based  curriculum that 
aligns with the Ohio Learning Content Stan-
dards: 
 

ƀ Fun, monthly themes. 
ƀ Character Development activities 
ƀ Y Kids are Fit Program 
ƀ Arts 
ƀ Science/Math 
ƀ Social Studies 
ƀ Literacy 
ƀ Technology 
ƀ Service Learning Projects 
ƀ Homework support 

 

What We Offer: 
 

Nutritious breakfast and snacks 

Convenient hours for working parents 
— 7 am to 6 pm 

Serves potty trained children ages 3-5 

State licensed program 

Kindergarten Readiness Focus 

Dedicated, well-trained staff 

County subsidies accepted 

Scholarship assistance available 

Access to other YMCA of Greater 
Cleveland programs 

 
For more information, or to schedule a  
personal consultation and tour, contact  
Area Child Care Director Kate Turner at  

(440) 871-6885, or via e-mail at: 
kturner@clevelandymca.org. 

 
More details are also available at 

www.clevelandymca.org.   
Click on Child Care across the top  

of your computer screen. 

 

To Register for Pre-School: 
 
Complete a Registration Form—available 
online or at the church office.  Mail, fax or 
email the form to: 
 
YMCA of Greater Cleveland 
Payment Registrar Office 
2200 Prospect Ave., Suite 900 
Cleveland, OH 44115 
Fax:  216/344-0571 
Email:  childcarereg@clevelandymca.org 
 
Registrations WILL NOT be accepted at the 
child care program or any YMCA Branches. 
 

Register NOW!  

 
 
 
 
 

Open House for Divinity 
June 13 ð June 19 

 

FREE use of the YMCA 
 
ƀ Visit either of the Parma YMCA loca-

tions 
ƀ Guest Pass is for a FREE Week 
ƀ Try out the facilities 
ƀ Try out the programs 
ƀ Open Gym 
ƀ Open Swim 
ƀ Work Out on the Cardio Equipment 
ƀ Work Out in the Weight Rooms 
ƀ Try a group Exercise Class 

 
Watch upcoming bulletin announcements for 
more details! 
 

mailto:kturner@clevelandymca.org
http://www.clevelandymca.org/
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MEALS FOR MEMBERS Ĕ  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
 

Providing and sharing a meal for our "family" 

members is one way we can 

demonstrate Christ's love.  

Meals are provided to mem-

bers who have recently been 

hospitalized, had a baby, or 

just need help.  Parish Health Ministry will be 

preparing Meals for Members on Saturday, 

June 4 beginning at 9:00 am.  Volunteer cooks 

are needed.  Plan now to help with this impor-

tant ministry. Questions? Contact Marti 

Stephan at 440-886-4899. 

RELAY FOR LIFE BAKE SALE 
Sunday, June 12 from 10 am to 11 am.  Bakery 

donations will be cheerfully accepted in the 

kitchen anytime on Saturday, 

June 11 or in the parlor on Sun-

day, June 12 by 9 am.  All dona-

tions will go to Divinity's Team 

to support the American Cancer 

Society. 

 

RELAY FOR LIFE  
It's time to join Divinity Dreamers Relay for 

Life Team!  Sign up as a participant today.  Do-

nate to the American Cancer So-

ciety by honoring or memorializ-

ing a loved one with a beautiful 

luminaria or card.  Stop at the Re-

lay for Life table in the narthex 

today for more information.  
 

To register online, log onto the Parma Relay 

for Life website www.relayforlife.org/parmaoh .  

Click Sign up, Join a Team, and type in 

"Divinity."   
 

Parma's Relay for Life event will take place on 

Saturday, July 9 at Tri-C western Campus.  For 

answers to questions, contact Marti Stephan 

(440-886-4899) or Linda Gattiker (440-886-

3674). 

CPR & AED TRAINING  
 CARDIOPULMONARY  R ESUSCITATION  &  
AUTOMATIC  EXTERNAL  D EFIBRILLATOR  

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 18  

8:30 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M.  
 

Adults, children, or infants may suffer life-

threatening emergencies any-

where or anytime.  Most of 

these emergencies occur in or 

near the home or they might 

occur here at our church.  Victims of these 

emergencies are more likely to survive if YOU 

know what to do in an emergency.  Prepare 

yourself to react quickly and appropriately in 

an emergency by learning basic skills.  Learn 

how to quickly assess a victim, call for help, 

provide CPR, use an AED and relieve choking 

in adults, children & babies.  You will also 

learn the signs and symptoms of heart attack 

and stroke in adults.  CPR/AED training will be 

offered at Divinity on Saturday, June 18.  The 

class will start at 8:30 am and end at 2:00 pm.  

The cost for the course is $14.   
 

To enroll, please contact  

Judy Jacobson (440.878.9916) 

Marti Stephan (440.886.4899)  

or call the church office (440.845.2060)  

z z z z 
H EALTH  EDUCATION  CENTER   

OFFERS  FREE CLASSES  TO   

P ARMA 'S PUBLIC  SCHOOL  STUDENTS   
 

Yoga, Babysitterõs Training and Teen Fitness 

are just a few of the classes Parma Commu-

nity General Hospital is offering FREE to stu-

dents of the Parma City School District this 

spring and summer. 
 

Parma Hospitalõs Health Education Center has 

received a $22,000 Family and Civic Engage-

ment Initiative grant from Cuyahoga County to 

administer classes to 550 public school stu-

dents. Classes will be offered April through 

September as long as funds allow.  
 

A full schedule of spring classes can be viewed 

online at: 

www.parmahospital.org/programsandclasses  

To register or have a schedule mailed to your 

home, please call the Health Education Center at 

440-743-4900.  

http://www.relayforlife.org/parmaoh
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Youth in the Digest!  
June goes as quickly as it arrives it 

seems.  With all we have to look forward 

to: family vacations, VBS, preparing for 

the Mission Trip to West Virginia, going 

to Cedar Point with òSNLóéwe spend a 

great deal of time looking forward to it 

and little time is left to acknowledge what 

we enjoy about it the most.  So, here are 

some reflections from the youth on this 

topic:  
 

When I think of SNL going to Cedar Point, all 

I can do is get rather giddy! 

We previously went last sum-

mer with SNL and it was a blast. 

Going outside of church is re-

freshing and just  having a  good 

ol' time  with our "family" is 

what really counts.   Last year, Natalie, Nick 

and myself helped Haley get over her fear 

of the Top Thrill Dragster, and it is the little 

things like that, that make me really remem-

ber the outings we go on as a whole.   I have 

no doubts that when this year's trip to Cedar 

Point has concluded, I will come home with 

tired feet, sunburn but most importantly 

memories with my friends, as well as our 

youth leaders! Happy summer to all, and 

let's go Rider Warriors!  
 

~Stephanie Conroy  

 

òSome things I am looking forward to about 

going to Appalachia are having the ad-

vantage of being able to help people 

and getting to spend time with my 

friends and meeting new friends.  It 

gives me a great opportunity to see 

how other people live that may not 

have the same advantages that I do.   I hope 

it truly makes me appreciate what I have.ó 
 

~Alex Moe  

 

I am looking forward to this summer's VBS.   I 

have volunteered in the past and 

enjoyed seeing all the boys and 

girls anxious  to learn about Je-

sus.  It is truly a week of fun, mak-

ing new friends, and growing with God.   
 

~ Melissa Lively   

If you've seen me around 

church chances are I was 

with one of my cousins. We 

are a very close knit family 

that does a lot together in-

cluding a big vacation every 

year.  Our cousins  from Geor-

gia join us and there is always a lot of fun to 

be had including golf, jet skiing, or just a 

relaxing boat ride at sunset. I always enjoy 

these vacations because we all have an 

enormous amount of fun but it is also brings 

our families closer together.  
 

~Danny Kilkenny  
 
 

Other News:  
 

Hey, youth!!! Are you in 7 th  grade 

and up?  We would love to have you help 

out at this yearõs VBS taking place here at 

Divinity  June 20 th ð 24th from 9 am to 12 pm 

everyday.  Interested?  Contact Laura 

Ramsey by June 1 st. 
 

Join us, Divinity Youth!!!  Want to 

spend time with your church friends over 

the summer? Join òSNLó for select summer 

events.  These events welcome all those 

students who have recently completed 7 th 

grade and up.    Be sure to watch your bulle-

tins, Digest, and email!  

 

Note following the Rummage Saleé 
é I stopped by the church sale and pur-

chased several items that only could be 

found at such a sale.  I bought 2 affordable, 

strong, wooden office chairs and several 

kitchen items.  
 

What Iõd like to say is a large THANK YOU to 

the persons who do-

nated their items.  For-

ever, Iõll be grateful 

and think of the donors.   

 

Each time I see my kids use these items (for 

many years to come) Iõll not only remember 

this day (my motherõs birthday), but also the 

source of the blessing!  

             ~ Lynn  
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THANKS  FROM  
REDEEMER CRISIS 

CENTER  
 

Earlier this year, you participated in a chal-
lenge grant from Thrivent Financial for Luther-
ans Foundation for the benefit of Redeemer 
Crisis Center.  With your generous donations, 
we were successful in obtaining the $10,000 
grant.  The grant money, your contributions, 
and yearly donors’ gifts will enable the Center 
to continue to help people of the Near West 
side as well as to expand programs. 

The Centerôs highest priority is direct cli-
ent benefits.  Some of these plans include: 
 

a Increased amounts of food, fresh produce, 
and improved quality toilet paper 

a Hygiene kits in drawstring packs 
a Purchasing 50 wire shopping carts 
a Supplying bus passes 
a Crock Pot Cooking Class 
a A Parenting Program 
a Expansion of the summer Youth Program 
 

Part of the funds will indirectly aid clients: 
 

a Purchase 5 wall mounted fans 
a Updating the antiquated phone system 
a Buying a dolly with air tires 
a A new permanent outside sign 
 

The Center is a light in the neighborhood 
where people face the challenges of poverty.  
Life’s daily needs often become insurmount-
able hurdles because of illness, unemploy-
ment, underemployment, mental illness, evic-
tion/house fires.  These can get in the way of 
seeing the promise of hope. 
 

Through you and your out pouring, we can 
provide food, clothing, household items, 
school supplies, hygiene essentials, furniture, 
community meals, and programs.  This is a 
place that is welcoming and celebrates His 
hope within each of us. 
 

Thank you and to God be the glory,  
The Board of Directors,  

Redeemer Crisis Center  

 

TENTH ANNUAL  
HABITAT WALK  

 
 

April 9, Habitat for Humanity Walk grossed 
$17,620.  These funds include church be-
nevolences and other private gifts.  The 
Church’s and Southwest Thrivent Chapter’s 
goal of $13,120 has been met.  All other funds 
go to the Greater Cleveland Habitat affiliate 
toward their part of the expenses which buys 
materials to build the house. 
 
Thanks be to God and ALL of you generous 
people — pastors, prayers, volunteers, do-
nors, walkers, Thrivent and Greater Cleveland 
Habitat for Humanity! 
 
We acknowledge Divinity’s participation and 
generous gift of $150! 
 
90 people participated, with 22 churches rep-
resented, in the Walk on a chilly spring day!  
There was a great spirit of hope! 
 
The Thrivent Builds Program grant of $72,160 

will help make it possible 
for one more low income 
family to own their own 
home.  It is a hand up, not 
a hand out. 

 
The Yahaira Morales family home will be built 
at 6017 Pear Ave., West Cleveland, 44102.  
The “Blitz” (frame work) will be Tuesday, June 
14 through Saturday, June 18 from 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm.  Lunches are served by our congre-
gations. 
 
Come join the fun of 
building together and 
helping a family get a 
new start! 
 
 

 

In His Service Together,  
Pastor John and Mary Evans  
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GREETINGS  FROM  THE  N ORTHEAST  

OHIO  SYNOD  ELCA,  
 

Every year that I attend the Synod meeting, I learn more and 
feel the presence of God in the movement of His people to help 
each other. This year was no different as I watched so many 

churches from congregations as 
small as 50 per week to those 
of a few hundred get up to 
give donations to the ELCA 
Malaria Campaign. 
 

Maybe you do not know much about malaria, these are some 
quick facts.: 

 

On average, 1500 cases of malaria are reported every year 
in the United States, even though malaria has been eradi-
cated in this country since the early 1950õs. 
The majority of these cases are from travelers and immi-
grants returning from countries where malaria transmission 
occurs, mostly from sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. 
Half of the worldõs population live where malaria is preva-
lent. 
89% of malaria deaths occur in Africa, 
especially in pregnant women and children. 
Malaria is the 5th leading cause of death 
from infectious diseases worldwide. 

 

The ELCA has decided to have a Malaria Campaign by challeng-
ing the Northeast Ohio Synod with a goal of $250,000 by Au-
gust, 2011. Prior to the Synod meeting on May 13, 2011 the 
churches of the Synod had raised $31,000 and by the end of the 
Synod meeting on May 14, had raised $66,327. 
 
They are figuring that $15 per person would allow them to 
raise the money by the end of July. This $15 would be spent on 
the following needs: 

$10 for the cost of a net 
$25 for the cost of indoor residual spraying for a year 
$50 for the cost of 25 doses of medication 
$100 to train a team to perform these functions and edu-
cate the population 

 

Please help the Synod reach their goal.  Help the people that 
are vulnerable to this disease. 
 

Give what you can during June and July into the mosquito net-
ted box in the lobby so Divinity can send its contribution by 
the end of July and help those that need our help the most. 
  

Thank you in advance for your contribution and for letting me 
go to the Synod meetings each year.   
 

Sincerely ~~ Joyce Tallman 

 

January, February, March 2011  

 
 
 
 
 
Balance forward Dec. 31, 2010 $ 11,801.09 
 
RECEIPTS 
 

Thankoffering 10.00 
Funeral Donations 2,139.40 
Interest 6.02 
Circle Offerings 93.00 
Nut Rolls 2,392.00 
Nut Roll Donation 4.00 
 

TOTAL  $ 4,644.42 

 
DISBURSEMENTS 
 

Women of ELCA:  
 Thankoffering 732.00 
 Outreach Funds 268.00 
Divinity Lutheran: 
 Baptismal Boxes 300.00 
 Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 200.00 
 Parma Park Project 100.00 
Westhaven Youth Center 100.00 
ELCA Good Gifts: 
 3 pigs @ $30 90.00 
 3 goats @ $50 150.00 
 2 sheep @ $125 250.00 
Providence House 120.00 
Center for Domestic Violence: 
Diapers/Christmas Gifts 185.00 
Christian Service 1,306.68 
NEO Synod Board Luncheon 190.30 
Nut Roll Reimbursement 104.00 
 

TOTAL 4,095.98 
 
Balance on hand March 31, 2011    $12,349.53 
 

Filed for audit, Marilyn Sesock -Treasurer  

 
Checking 12,049.53 
Christian Service 300.00 
 

TOTAL $12,349.53 
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Dear Divinity Family,  
 

Many thanks for your cards, prayers and calls 
during my knee surgery recuperation.  I’m do-
ing well and will be back in church very soon.  
Thanks again.  I am blessed to have such a 
caring church.   God Bless ñ Joan Huetter  

Dear Pastor Doug, 
 

Thanks so much for all your help organizing 
Dave’s funeral.  Divinity holds a special place 
in my heart and seemed the only choice to 
celebrate his life and commend him to the 
mercy of God.  I pray that God continue to 
bless your ministry to not only Divinity, but the 
world.    In Peace ñ Nancie Smith 

Dear Men & Women at Divinity,  
 

I really like the church acoustics.  With every-
one singing it was like heaven hearing all 
those voices.  Thank you for a lovely service 
and meal afterwards.       Marlene Wolfe 

Dear Loretta!  
 

Thank you for the lovely prayer shawl and the 
get-well wishes.  I love the shawl!  It is so 
comforting and warm.  I use it every day.  Be 
sure to thank the ladies who made it.  It is 
such a beautiful ministry.  The shawl warms 
the body and the soul.  Thanks again!  God 
bless you for all your wonderful work for the 
Lord.          Erika Wagner 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Dear Pastor Doug, 
 

It seems like we just finished distributing our 
pumpkin rolls and it’s almost time to start 
shopping for this year’s ingredients!  My how 
time flies when you’re having fun.  It’s just not 
fair that one group can have so much fun and 
it’s attributed to many reasons — our mem-
bers, our mission, and your wonderful facility! 
 
We had another successful year and would 
like to share the benefits of our crop with you.  
Please accept the enclosed check in appre-
ciation for the use of your wonderful facility.  
We were told your food pantry could use 
some help in restocking the shelves and we 
hope this helps you in one of your missions. 

Nancy Doutt, Treasurer 
American Legion Auxiliary 

Dear Friends at Divinity,  
 

My sister and I would like to thank the many 
people who have given their time and help to 
us.  First, we would like to thank Dianne Mims 
and Loretta Cross who visit our home to give 
us communion, lots of love, and a very wel-
come visit.  Second, to thank the Sunday 
school teachers and children for making the 
hand made cards for Christmas, Easter and 
many other holidays.  We enjoy these cards 
so very much.  We just love them.   
 

And to the many people who contributed the 
food for the Easter Basket full of food.  We 
thank them so much.  It sure is helping us to-
wards our monthly food allowance.  Again, 
thank everyone for us.  May God bless and 
keep all of you in his care.  With all our love, 
           Lydia Wink & Marti Yanuzzi 

 
 
 

 



 11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS...  
 

to MASON LEWIS WEAVER who 

was baptized on May 22, 2011 at 

11 am worship.  Mason is the son 

of Robert & Nicole (Riedel) 

Weaver. 

 

THOUGHTS & 

PRAYERS...  
 

...For the family and friends of 

FERN HARDMAN whose celebration of life ser-

vice was held on Saturday, April 23. 
 

...For the Donna DeVault family and friends of 

CHRISTIN ANGELA WAITE, M.D. whose celebra-

tion of life service was held on Tuesday, April 

26. 

Divinity Church Picnic 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 5  

AT NOON 
(FOLLOWING 11 AM WORSHIP) 

ON THE FRONT LAWN 
 

Č GAMES 

Č FELLOWSHIP 

Č FOOD 
 

ALL FOOD WILL BE {PROVIDED 

NO COST! 

MENU INCLUDES: 

 HOT DOGS, POTATO SALAD,  

MACARONI SALAD, OTHER PICNIC FARE, 

ICE CREAM AND POPCORN 

  

 
 
 
 

 
       

     WE CELEBRATE  

        THE BIRTHS OF ...  
 

 

        éDRAKE ALLEN BERTOK-BEMER  

who was born on April 19, 2011.   

Drakeõs parents are  

Dan Bemer and Krystal Bertok. 

 
éANDERSON JEFFREY LULL  

who was born on April 24  

(Easter morning).    

  His parents are  

      Chris and Erica Lull.  

Confirmation Class 
Sermon Notes: 

 

"Godõs peace is AMAZING!  It is com-
ing and it is eternal.  I may see Jesus 
as a stranger.  Like at Redeemer, the 
poor people there are like Jesus in 
stranger form.  Thatõs why the quote 
says, ôI was hungry and you gave me 
food.õ The sermon was great.  The In-
dians won again and are 22 -10.  It is 
Motherõs Day!  Life is good.ó              
    Sam Smith 

 

 

Mary O’Rourke’s 

Birthday  

celebration at  

Redeemer 

CONGREGATION  NEWS  



 12 

 

REGISTER NOWé 

 

VACATION  

BIBLE SCHOOL  

SON  SURF BEACH BASH  
 

June 20 ñ June 24, 2011  
9:00 a.m. to Noon  

 

Children Age 4  through Grade 4   

are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This yearõs theme is the beach ñ 

The SON Surf Beach ñ 

For a blast at the  

SON Surf Beach Bash!  
 

As children explore the wonders of 

the beach, theyõll 

also learn to:  Meet 

up with Jesus, Look 

up to Jesus, Join 

up with Jesus, 

Open up to Jesus, and Fire up for 

Jesus! 
 

Please tell your 

friends, pass the word 

and plan on joining us 

for a week of Godõs 

Word, Songs, Crafts, Games, 

Snacks and Fun!  

VACATION  

BIBLE SCHOOL  

REGISTRATION FORM  
 

Please complete and return to the church office. 

 
Studentõs Name ________________________ 
 

Birth Date: ____________________________ 
 

Last Grade Completed __________________ 
 

Known Allergies, Medical Concerns or Spe-
cial Needs: 
 

______________________________________ 
 

______________________________________ 
 

Parentõs Name _________________________ 
 

Address ______________________________ 
 

______________________________________ 
 

Home Phone ___________________________ 
 

Work Phone ___________________________ 
 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION: 
 

Telephone # ___________________________ 
 

Health Care Telephone # _________________ 
 

Church Home __________________________ 
 

Brothers & Sisters (names & ages) 
 

______________________________________ 
 

______________________________________ 
 
Person picking up child if different from  
parent ________________________________ 
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BICYCLE SAFETY 
 

Bicycling is fun, it helps us keep fit, 
and gives us mobility.  For kids, the 
bicycle is their first vehicle, a source 
of pride ñ and an important way to 
get around.  When bicyclists make 
basic mistakes, theyõre the ones 
most likely to get hurt.  
 

What about HELMETS? 
 

YES!  You and your child should wear 
one every time he or she rides.  Hel-
mets can prevent head injuries and 
save lives.  About 75% of all bicyclists 
killed each year die from head inju-
ries.  Many more are seriously injured.  
The cost ($20-$30) is 
small, compared to 
the medical bills and 
grief caused by a 
head injury.  Go with 
a òCPSC-approvedó 
helmet:  there are many available in 
different styles and colors.  
 

THREE IMPORTANT TIPS ON HELMETS:  
 

Let your child pick out his or her 
helmet.  
Follow the helmet instructions for a 
proper fit.  
Wear one as an adult. 

 

SAFETY BICYCLING TIPS 
 

1. Always wear a helmet when you 
ride a bike and make sure to wear 
it correctly.  Your helmet should be 
ANSI or SNELL approved. 

 

2. Stop at all intersections.  Always 
walk your bike across busy intersec-
tions ant streets.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MORE SAFETY BICYCLING TIPS 
 

3. Always ride your bike on the right 
with traffic .  

 

4. Make sure to obey traffic signs, 
signals and pavement markings.  
Make a complete stop at all stop 
signs. 

 

5. Stop and make sure the roadway is 
clear before entering from a side-
walk or driveway.  

 

6. Always use proper hand signals 
when turning or stopping.  

 

7. Avoid riding at night.  
 

8. Give the right -of-way to pedestri-
ans. 

 

9. Pay careful attention to what is 
happening around you.  Watch for 
opening car doors and other traf-
fic hazards.  

 

10. Wear bright colored clothing, 
safety flags, reflectors and/or 
lights on the bike so others can 
see you. 

 

11. Use bike paths and lightly trav-
elled streets when you can.  

 

12. Keep your bike in good repair.  
 

13. Keep both hands on the handle-
bars. 

 

14. When riding with others, ride sin-
gle file.  

 

References:  Information obtained from AAA  

Submitted by: 

JoAnn  
Worsencroft ñ   

Parish Health 
Ministry  
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JUNE, 2011  
 

Sunday, June 5, 2011 ï 7th Sunday of Easter ð 9:00 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
 Head Usher Dennis Miller Dan Bemer 
 Assisting Minister Jim Deily Leslie Crowe 
 Lector Nancy Kilkenny 
 Acolyte/Crucifer Marissa Norgrove  
 Lay Assistants Linda Engelhart Kip Kanya 
  Mike Lipinski Jill Heise 
 Wine Steward Dennis Grand Sandra Cramer 
 Communion Bread:  Lana Gray 
 Welcome Center Beverly Selong Doris Tuhacek 
 Nursery Attendant Laura White Sharon Massaroni 
 Grace Prayer Team:  Marty Hof, Mary Paul 
 
 
Sunday, June 12, 2011 ï Day of Pentecost  
 Head Usher Don Hartwick Ed Pabst 
 Assisting Minister Joyce Tallman John Forbes 
 Lector Nicole Engelhart 
 Acolyte/Crucifer Noah Eaton Ricky Knoblock 
 Children’s Sermon Dave Worsencroft Dave Worsencroft 
 Welcome Center Bertha Simon Sandra Cramer 
 Nursery Attendant Eaton/Malcolm Family Jennifer Klemme 
 Grace Prayer Team:  Judy Junker, Fay Maldari 
 
 
Sunday, June 19, 2011 ï The Holy Trinity  
 Head Usher Dave Boxler Doug Smith 
 Assisting Minister Mark DeLaney Tina Heise 
 Lector Sue Clay 
 Acolyte/Crucifer Jakob Landrau Ryan Kalbrunner 
 Lay Assistants Doug Smith Karen Hopp 
  Dennis Miller Mary Goellner 
 Wine Steward Deb Bird Ed Kahl 
 Communion Bread:  Kathy Czapor 
 Welcome Center JoAnn Worsencroft Joelle Riffle 
 Nursery Attendant Kolk Family Marie Marvin 
 Grace Prayer Team:  Leslie Crowe, Jerry Crowe 
 
  
Sunday, June 26, 2011 ï 2nd Sunday after Pentecost  
 Head Usher Dennis Miller Dan Bemer 
 Assisting Minister Bill Rettig Kip Kanya 
 Lector Paul Klemme 
 Acolyte/Crucifer Austin Smith Jarret Sullivan 
 Children’s Sermon Adam Havel Adam Havel 
 Welcome Center Carolyn Aquilia Dottie Olson 
 Nursery Attendant Laura Smith Karen Hearld 
 Grace Prayer Team:  Loretta Cross, Marilyn Sesock 
 
 ALTAR CARE for May ï Leslie Crowe and Linda Pindroh 
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