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 YMCA of  Greater Cleveland Brings Summer Camp  
and Child Care Programs to Divinity beginning in June 2011 

 

By Rick Haase 
 

On February 14, Planning Council Members authorized a contract with the YMCA of Greater Cleve-
land  which will bring licensed summer day camp and licensed child care programs to Divinity Lu-
theran Church beginning June 13. 
 
A summer day camp parent meeting is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, June 7 in 
the Divinity Fellowship Hall. 
 
A YMCA of Greater Cleveland licensed pre-school (child care) program will begin in August, taking 
the place of the current Divine Kids Pre-School. 
 
Open registration for summer day camp is now underway.  To register your child, visit 
www.clevelandymca.org and click on the word Camp at the top of your computer screen, and you 
can download all necessary paperwork.  Registration forms are also available in the church office. 
 
Registration deadline for camp is Noon on June 8, for your child to attend the first week of 
camp. 
 
The YMCA of Greater Cleveland provides full-day, licensed child care programs during the summer 
for children ages 5-12.  Caring, experienced, well-trained staff guide campers throughout their day.  
Staff are carefully chosen after completing an extensive interview and background check process. 
 
Campers are provided with the opportunity to challenge themselves, develop new skills and build 
new friendships in a safe, fun learning environment. 
 
YMCA of Greater Cleveland licensed summer child care programs incorporate the YMCA core val-
ues of caring, honesty, respect and responsibility into each childôs everyday activities through devel-
opmentally appropriate curriculum that includes opportunities for physical, intellectual, emotional, 
social and spiritual growth, said YMCA of Greater Cleveland Director of Childcare Operations 
Amanda Showman.   

mailto:divinitychurch1@sbcglobal.net
http://www.clevelandymca.org/
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We are very excited that Divinity Lutheran 
Church is the new site for our Parma summer 
camp program.  We are also thrilled to be 
bringing a pre-school program to the church 
on a full-day basis, five days a week,ò Show-
man said. 
 
A special discount is being offered to par-
ents and families who elect to become full 
facility members of the YMCA of Greater 
Cleveland when registering their child for 
summer day camp.  Pay a zero joiner fee 
and save $100. 
 
What you can expect each week: 
 

Field trips 

Outdoor play 

Science and Nature 

Making new friends 

Swimming 

Arts and Humanities 

Service Learning projects 

Weekly Themes 

A Camp Newsletter 
 
Program hours are 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., with ac-
cess to YMCA facilities and other programs. A 
morning and afternoon snack are part of the 
daily camp program. 
 
Financial assistance is available to those in 
need, and county subsidies are accepted. 
 
The YMCA of Greater Cleveland accepts 
county vouchers.  A placement letter (or 
voucher) in the name of the YMCA is due 
prior to your childôs first day of camp. 
 
 
 

More information on the new  
Pre-School program will be featured  

in future editions of the  
Divinity Digest.  

Financial assistance is available to those who 
demonstrate need on a first-come, first served 
basis.  Financial assistance forms are 
downloadable at www.clevelandymca.org.  
They are also available at any YMCA of 
Greater Cleveland branch, including our two 
Parma locations: 
 

The Ridgewood Family YMCA 
6840 Ridge Road 
Parma, OH 44129 

 

The Ridgewood Y-Express 
Inside Parmatown Mall near 

J.C. Penney Co. 
7928 Day Drive 

 
Weekly camp themes for 2011 are as follows: 
 

June 13 ï 17 ï Around the World 

June 20 ï 24 ï The Great Outdoors 

June 27 ï July 1 ï Camp Idol 

July 4 ï 8 ï Stars and Stripes 

July 11 ï 15 ï Super Heroes 

July 18 ï 22 ï Barnyard Palooze 

July 25 ï 29 ïSports Extravaganza 

August 1 ï 5 ï H20 Here We Go 

August 8 ï 12 ï Our Community 

August 15 ï 19 ï Hawaiian Hullabaloo 
 
Cost is $125 per week. 
 
An annual membership fee of $25 per family 
is required for those not currently a YMCA 
member or program member. 
 
Contact Bill Mayville, Membership Coordinator 
at the Ridgewood Family YMCA and Ridge-
wood Y-Express for details at (440) 842-5200 
or via e-mail at:bmayville@clevelandymca.org 
 
Children participating in the summer camp 
program should wear comfortable shorts, 
YMCA camp t-shirts, socks and tennis shoes.  
For safety purposes, do not send your child to 
camp in shoes that slide off their feet. 
 
Children should also come with a non-
refrigerated sack lunch and drink, water bottle, 
swimsuit, towel and sunscreen each day. 

http://www.clevelandymca.org/
mailto:bmaymville@clevelandymca.org
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N EW  MEMBER  CLASSES   
 

Sunday mornings  
at 10 am  

in the  
Hesterman Room  

 

May 1, May 8, May 15  
 

New Members will be Received 
at 11 am worship on May 22  

 
There are three orientation classes.  

These classes are to help new members 
meet the leaders of our community of 

faith and help them to understand how 
we function as the body of Christ in the 

world.  
 

The class schedule is as  
follows:  

 

May 1:  Loretta Cross  
  Maria Voljin  

  Worship  
  Parish Education  

  Youth  
  Communications  

  Parish Health Ministry  
 

May 8:  Leslie Crowe  
  Social Ministry  

  Library  
  Property Management  

  Finance  
  Parish Life  

  Laura Ramsey  

 
May 15:  Pastor Doug  

  Voyagers  
  Witness  

  Women of the Church  
  Via de Cristo  

  Stephen Ministry  
  Stewardship  

All items should be labeled with the childôs 
first and last name and placed in a sturdy bag 
or backpack.  Children should not bring toys 
from home, cell phones, or money. 
 
The YMCA of Greater Cleveland is not re-
sponsible for lost or stolen articles. 
 
The YMCA of Greater Cleveland is one of the 
largest providers of child care services in the 
Greater Cleveland area, caring for more than 
1,100 children in 21 different licensed child 
care centers. 
 
Early Childhood:  Six Weeks ð  Age 5 
 

YMCA of Greater Cleveland Early Childhood 
programs offer a safe community which fos-
ters social, emotional and cognitive growth for 
your child while you are at work. 
 
Staff members have backgrounds in Early 
Childhood Education and Creative Curriculum 
is the choice for all our early childhood cen-
ters. 
 
The most important goals of the curriculum 
are for children to get along well with others 
and become enthusiastic learners. 
 
School Age:  Kindergarten ð Grade 6 
 

YMCA of Greater Cleveland school age pro-
grams not only offer a safe place for your child 
to go after school, but also include fun, hands-
on activities that promote cognitive and social 
development. 
 
All YMCA School Age Child Care programs 
use a standard curriculum aligning with the 
Ohio Academic Content Standard bench-
marks and the 40 Developmental Assets. 
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Divinity Sisters and 
Brothers in Christ, 
 
As a pastor, some weekends 
are more physically and spiri-
tually draining than others.  

This past weekend, we gathered in our sanc-
tuary at 3:00 p.m. for the funeral for Roland 
Litz who was 48 years old.  I had listened to 
stories from past Divinity Sunday School 
teachers, ushers, and Rolandõs Sunday School 
and confirmation classmates of how they had 
to òkeep an eye on Rolandó who would wan-
der through the church seemingly always get-
ting in trouble.  Those demons did not aban-
don Roland in adulthood when he experi-
enced two divorces, had trouble holding a job, 
and battled addiction issues.  Rolandõs 18 year 
old daughter Robyn and 15 year old son Tyler 
came to the lectern during the funeral to re-
member their Father. Robyn summed it up 
when she said, òWe all know my Dad had his 
problems over the years, but he was still my 
Dad and I loved him.ó 
 
My message that afternoon was simply that 
God never abandoned Roland, one of His chil-
dren. 
 
Our chapel was full a couple of hours later (as 
it has been lately on Saturday nights).  Our 
spirit -filled singing of òThis Little Light of 
Mineó and òShine, Jesus, Shineó carried me 
over into the next morning of traditional and 
contemporary worship together.  Sunday af-
ternoon we served a community meal to 
mostly non-members who were very appre-
ciative.  One woman thought we could fill our 
fellowship hall for these meals if only we 
would offer bingo after the meal.  Bingo 
would bring people in.  I thought to myself, 
òweõll have a full fellowship hall tomorrow 
and it wonõt be because of bingo.ó 
 
On Monday morning, I found myself walking 
our Divinity hallways welcoming and greeting 
the more than 50 pastors and other friends 
and family that filled our sanctuary and fel-
lowship hall to remember and give thanks for 
Pastor Dave Smithõs life, faith, and ser-
vanthood.  

Bishop Eatonõs sermon grounded us in a Lu-
theran theology of the cross while giving us 
Easter hope.  At the beginning of her sermon, 
she said that no one could tell her that Daveõs 
sudden death was Godõs will because God 
would never will the death of a man in his 
prime who was so faithfully serving others.  
Many of us nodded our heads in agreement ñ 
thankful for a leader strong enough to openly 
confront the bad theology and inappropriate 
death òclich®só that we have to endure far too 
often.  
 
The music was heavenly!  Chris Ilg, Pastor 
Daveõs organist and music director at St. Paul 
Lutheran in Sharon Center was filled with the 
Holy Spirit in both his playing and singing.  
The congregational singing was revelationary.  
After the service, I thanked Chris and asked 
him about the beautiful solo at the beginning 
of the service that I had never heard before.  
Chris smiled and said that when he got home 
from the visitation the night before, he sat 
down and wrote both the words and the mu-
sic.  Wow! 
 
After much planning and instructing, the ser-
vice went without a hitch until the recessional.  
I had told Sam Smith, our acolyte, who was 

òlifting high the crossó to lead 
Bishop Liz, myself, and the casket 
out when the bagpiper came down 
the aisle and turned around .  No 
doubt under the stress of the mo-
ment and just wanting to get the 
heck out of there, Sam took off as 
soon as the bagpiper started down 
the aisle.  Liz and I looked at one 
another, raised our eyebrows, 
smiled, and stayed put.  Like in a 

game of chicken, the cross and the bagpipes 
were on a collision course.  Who would veer 
first?  Just before impaling the bagpiper in 
the midst of a very loud version of òAmazing 
Graceó, Sam sidestepped right and so did the 
bagpiper without even a side swipe!  
òAmazing Grace, how sweet the soundéó 
 
Monday night, I crawled into bed at 9:00.  
Sleep came quickly. 
 

In Christ ñ Pastor Doug 
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T HE  P RAYER  CHAINS  

WILL  BE   

COMMISSIONING  AND  

CELEBRATING  
 

On May 21st of this year, all who are in-

volved in the Prayer 

Chains in the Ministry of 

Prayer are celebrating 15 

years of being together in 

this ministry.  We invite all 

involved in any discipline 

of the Prayer Ministry to 

help us celebrate.  

 

We will start with the Commissioning Ser-

vice at 3:00 pm in the Chapel and then enjoy 

the fellowship of a Pot Luck meal being 

served at 4:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  

 

So, if you are a member of the Prayer 

Chains, The Grace Team, or if you knit or 

crochet the Shawls or make the cards, 

please join us at this time.  
 

Come and Pray  

Come and Celebrate  

Come and Eat 
 

If this is something you can do, please let 

Loretta know so she knows how many to 

plan for.  

ALZHEIMER õS/D EMENTIA  

V IRTUAL  T OUR  
 

There are only 20 seats available for the vir-

tual tour being provided to our Divinity fam-

ily by our Stephen Ministers in cooperation 

with Arden Courts.  It will take place here at 

Divinity on Monday, May 16th at 7 pm.  If 

you want to learn more about what these 

conditions may feel like, please RSVP to 

Loretta before May 9th.  There is NO 

CHARGE  for this experience.  

DIVINITY IS NOW ON  

FACEBOOK!! 
 

Stay connected to Divinity from the comfort 

of your home.  Visit our 

Facebook page today 

(search Divinity Lutheran 

Church ELCA) to view pictures, read arti-

cles, and stay on top of upcoming events.  

This page is suitable for members of all 

ages, and is separate from the youth page.  

If you would like to help maintain this page 

as a co-administrator, or have some content 

you would like to be added, 

please contact Tina Heise at 

4 4 0 / 3 7 6 - 5 9 0 4  o r  a t 

knheise@gmail.com  

 
 

 

       D IVINITY   

        CONGREGATIONAL  

       M EETING  
 

          M AY  15 AT  N OON  

      MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

T HANK  YOU AGAIN   

D IVINITY !  
 

You have done it once again!  With your 

generous contributions for our partnership 

with Parma Park School and the families in 

our community, we were able to provide 8 

boxes of paper products and cleaning sup-

plies to families in need.  Many thanks also 

to the Board of Witness for con-

tributing money needed to 

purchase some additional 

items for this outreach project!  
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During the month of April, our nationôs capital 
abounds with the beauty of the cherry blos-
soms and trees that were a gift to this country 
from Japan.  A gift that speaks to us of a 
friendship at that time in history.  Also, in our 
nationôs capital, people like to spend vacation 
time or just leisure time visiting our historical 
monuments.  Perhaps they want a deeper un-
derstanding of the events that compose our 
history as a nation.  Across this country, we 
could visit many historic sights to deepen our 
understanding of our heritage.  Many monu-
ments or places have spoken to us even in 
their silence to tell of the tragic events that 
have taken place.  Upon visiting, we can al-
most feel the fear, the agony, and the hope-
lessness of that day. 
 
Another place that speaks to us in itôs silence 
is Arlington.  A place where attention is given 
to the cost of our freedoms.  Our visits to that 

place and maybe even just our 
thoughts, cause us to meditate 
on the rows of white crosses.  
As our eyes and hearts take in 
the rows of crosses, our spirits 
take in the magnitude of the 

sacrifices by those who are laid to rest there.  
And, in our hearts, we offer silent prayers for 
them and their families. 
 
For us, in the Christian world, the Cross of Je-
sus Christ is the foremost Christian monu-
ment, but it too, is silent.  Replicas are found 
in most churches, and in places like Arlington, 
and the homes of believers.  They are usually 
placed in a prominent location.  The one we 
place in front of our Reredos is just a simple 
wooden one, as is the one in the chapel and 
other locations within our Divinity home.  
Many of us choose to wear that symbol today.  
The cross does not have speakers, but as we 
focus on it and meditate about it, it still speaks 
words of hope to us.  It reminds us of the sac-
rificial death of Godôs innocent Son, Jesus 
Christ. 

 Today, even after 2000 years, the cross is a 
monument of hope in a very troubled world, a 
world troubled by many things like suicide 
bombers, home foreclosures, Alzheimer's, 
HIV/AIDS, joblessness, North Africa, Middle 
East and the 18,000 children who die every 
day of hunger related causes or cancer.  We 
may ask, what does the cross have to say 
about it?  There can be many answers but 
some might be:  Evil powers have their limits.  
Reconciliation trumps revenge.  It also says 
Love reaches out to a troubled world, and 
those who accept the cross of Christ are to be 
a power for renewal. 
 
The cross points to 
us and reminds us 
that Godôs love is not limited, but reaches out 
to this troubled world and we are His instru-
ments to announce and share that love.  In 
Romans, chapter 8, verse 30, we read:  ñAnd 
those whom he predestined, he also called; 
and those whom he called, he also justified; 
and those whom he justified, he also glori-
fied.ò  We are not to be idlers or spectators, 
but conformers to the likeness of Jesus who 
was willing to give his life for the world.  Jesus 
didnôt enter the troubled world and then sit by, 
wringing his hands and complaining how bad 
things were.  He went to work, preaching, 
teaching, healing, bringing good news to the 
poor.  He set things in motion and then left the 
continuation of his work, under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, to the disciples and the 
church to carry on reconciling the world to 
himself. 
 
In a sense, His work was done because he 
paid the price for our sins, but in another 
sense, he left us to continue his reconciling 
love. 
 
That work starts right here at Divinity.  It con-
tinues in our families, where we work, and in 
our neighborhoods and reaches out into the 
whole world.  We, as children of our Heavenly 
Father are not without hope in a world that is 
so troubled.  The empty cross tells us to share 
that hopeé and that love! 
 

The cross still speaks.  Listen.  Respond! 
 

Loretta 
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Youth in the Digest!  
 

I came across this devotional in my latest 

venture to plan for Senior Appreciation 

Sunday which will be held on Youth Sun-

day, May 22 nd , at both services!!!  Look-

ing forward to seeing you there.  
 

 

Dear Graduates,  

If you have landed here today wondering 

what in the world God wants to do with your 

life, I want you to know one thing. Not a sin-

gle thing in your life will be wasted. God 

will use your past and your present to pre-

pare you for your future. He has a beautiful 

plan é a call on your life. He is waiting to 

reveal it to you.  

 

Psalm 139:16 says, òYou saw me before I 

was born. Every day of my life was re-

corded in your book. Every moment was 

laid out before a single day had 

passedó (NLT).   

 

God brought you here today. He wants to 

remind you of a precious Truth. Hear it and 

never forget itébefore time began, before 

God spoke the world into beingéHe had 

you in His heart. God chose you to be His 

child. God has a perfect plan for your life. 

No one else has your plan, your family, your 

gifts, your talents, your heart, your educa-

tion, your past, and your present é NO 

ONE.  He chose you to use you to do great 

things for His Kingdom é things that only 

you can do.  He is preparing youéeven 

now.  But to be used by God, you must 

TRUST Him with your past; BELIEVE Him for 

your future; BELIEVE He has a plan for you; 

SURRENDER your life to His Plan, and BE-

LIEVE He will equip you to do what He has 

called you to do.  
 

(Excerpts from online devotional,  
Proverbs 31 Ministries, and written by Wendy Blight) 

 

Other News:  
 

Hey, youth!!! Are you in 7 th  grade 

and up?  We would love to have you help 

out at this yearõs VBS taking place here at 

Divinity  June 20 th ð 24th from 9 am to 12 pm 

everyday.  Interested?  Contact Laura Ram-

sey by June 1st 

 

Sr. High Youth  ð Want to spend time with 

your church friends over the summer? Join 

òSNLó for select summer events. Be sure to 

watch your bulletins, Digest, and email!  

 
 

Mark Your Calendars  
for the last Youth Ministry 

Fundraisers of the year:  
 

 

 

 

 
 

May 5 th  & 6 th  

9 am ñ 4 pm  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 15 th   

both services  
 

 

Godõs peace and blessings on all gradu-

ates this year!  We will miss 

you when you are away, wait 

anxiously when you return to 

visit us, and celebrate as your 

journey unfoldsé 

     ~~Laura Ramsey, The Youth Board, and 

the Sr. High Youth  
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DIVINITYõS 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTð 
MAINTENANCE FUND IS 

 
 
 
 

 
BALANCE OCTOBER 1, 2010 $3,607. 
 

DONATIONS FROM: 
 

SUNDAY OFFERINGS $6,512. 
 

LITZ MEMORIAL $200. 
 

YEE MEMORIAL $1,310. 
 

BURNEY MEMORIAL $10,400. 
 

WALK OF FAITH $10,435. 
 

LENTEN MEAL $139. 
 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS $1,432. 
 

BALANCE APRIL 10, 2011 $34,035. 
 
 
 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars is a relatively new 
program.  The amount of Choice Dollars you 
can designate to a Lutheran organization is 
based on your contract values.  If you desig-
nate your Choice Dollars to Divinity, it helps to 
make up for the elimination of matching funds.   
 
ALL donations that come to Divinity through 
Thriventôs Choice Dollars program will be des-
ignated to our Capital Improvement/Building 
Maintenance Fund to help pay for badly 
needed work on our tower, roof, and other 
items. 
 
You can designate your Choice Dollars to Di-
vinity by visiting www.Thrivent.com/
choicedollars or by calling 800/847-4836 and 
saying ñThrivent Choice.ò 
 

WHO WE ARE!  SOUTH CUYAHOGA 
COUNTY CHAPTER LEADERS: 

 

President ð Douglas Schuster 
Vice President ð Dave Worsencroft 
Records Director ð Janet Schoch 
Financial Director ð Gary Walters 
Director of Congregational Advocates ð  
 Barb Meyer 
Events Director ð Mardell Boulton 
Special Advisor ð Paul Breha 
Past President ð Lori Sardiga 
Thrivent Builds Chapter Specialist ð  
 Pastor John and Mary Evans 
Financial Associate Advisors ð  
 Yvonne Hoelter, Bob Hoffman,  
 Wolfgang Woelfl 
 
 

THRIVENT BUILDS WITH  
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

 

The 10th Annual Walk, to raise funds to build 
yet another home is set.  This year Thrivent 
Builds and Habitat for Humanity is naming the 
program, ñHand Up, Not a Hand Outò!  This 
will be the 22nd home built in our community.  

The home will be built a few 
blocks North of Lorain Ave., at 
58th and Pear Ave.  Reservation 
at the Morganôs Hollow Pavilion.  

Itôs a 5 mile walk, 2.5 out 2.5 back along the 
canal.  T-Shirts and water will be provided.   
 
Volunteers will also be needed during the 
building process.  For information on the walk 
and the build, contact Pastor John & Mary Ev-
ans at 216/221-6670 or canoe206@aol.com.  
All help and support is welcome! 
 
The BLITZ WEEK for the build will be Tues-
day, May 10 through Saturday, May 14 
from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm each day at 5802 
Pear Ave., Cleveland, OH 44102. 
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ºCOMMUNITY OUTREACH 
THROUGH THE ARTS!» 

 

Once again we come to the end of a great art-
ist series.  The Hector Olivera concert was 
great even though the expected attendance 
was below expectations.  For those who did 
not attend they missed a great performance. 
 
As always each year we canvass the congre-

gation on potential groups 
and artists.  If you have a 
suggestion(s) regarding a 
particular group(s) you would 
like us to research, please 
forward your suggestion to 
the church office or indicate it 
on your attendance sheet. 

 
In order to bring the caliber of talent like 
Maestro Olivera, we need to generate funds 
separate from the church budget.  Being self-
funded requires the use of various fund-
raisers and sponsorships.  ñArts in Actionò 
has a sponsorship program in place to gener-
ate funds to bring in quality events and artists.  
Some questions have been raised if the fund-
ing of the scholarship fund comes from the 
sponsorship program.  The 
answer is no.  All scholarship 
funding comes from a portion 
of the ticket sales and fund-
raisers.  
 
The sponsorship levels are 
Platinum, Gold and Silver.  This year we have 
added another level, the Eagle level.  This 
level is reserved for individual and corporate 
level sponsorships above the $250.00 level.  
To find out what is offered at each level con-
tact an ñArts in Actionò committee member. 
 
Looking to the future we are in the process of 
determining and contacting various groups 
ranging from Christian pop to the classical to 
the eclectic.  The committee is pursuing a bell 
choir and a thought provoking presentation.  
Again, if you have a preference for a particular 
genre, let a committee member know.   
 

 
A subcommittee is working on details and 
qualifications for the scholarship fund and we 
hope to have the details by summer.   
 
Below are the Arts in Action financials for the 
first quarter 2011.  Thanks to those who 
have volunteered in assisting with the vari-
ous events and if you would like to help out 
at any one of future events we welcome all. 
 
 

Arts in Action  

Financial Statement  
 

Jan. 1 - Mar. 31, 2011  
 

 Expenses   Amounts 
 

Administration $150.00 
Artist/Group Fees $ 5578.00 
Publicity $  371.25 
Hospitality $  208.48 
Donations to Divinity $      0.00 
Arts in Action Scholarship Fund $  225.00 
 

Total Expenses Year-to-Date 2011 $6532.73 
 
 

              Income Amounts 
 

Carryover Designated Funds ô10 $5930.08 
Program Advertising $  395.00 
Ticket Sales $ 2250.00 
Fund Raisers $  289.00 
Patron Sponsorships $      0.00 
Designated Contributions $    20.00 
  

Total Income Yearïto-date 2011 $8884.08 
 
Unused A. I. A. Designated Funds $2351.35 
 
Arts in Action Scholarship Fund $1140.00 
 

 

Matthew: 5:19 òAnd he said unto 

them, follow me and I will make you 

fishers of men.ó 
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òPay close attention, friend, to what 
your father tells you; never forget what 

you learned at your mother's knee.  
Wear their counsel like flowers in your 
hair, like rings on your fingers.ó 

ð Proverbs 1:8-9, the Message 
 

A few weeks ago, a confirmation student came 

to one of the Wednesday services and heard 

me preach.  Apparently I must have made an 

impression, because in his sermon notes he 

mentioned that he wondered why Pastor Doug 

wasnõt preaching, but thought it was good that 

one of his daughters did instead.  Thatõs flat-

tering for a couple reasons: 1) Iõve met Rachel 

and find she has impeccable taste, so clearly 

my outfit was working that night, and 2) I hope 

one day to be the sort of pastor to others that 

Pastor Doug has been to me.   

 

I will be preaching again this month on 

Motherõs Day weekend.  Iõm pretty excited to 

be sharing this holiday at Divinity because for 

the past few years I have been working for a 

United Church of Christ congregation.  Some-

thing that you may not know about the UCC is 

that they take all -inclusive language to a new 

level.  The first weekend in May is not cele-

brated as Motherõs Day weekend, but rather 

Celebration of the Christian Family Home 

weekend.  The UCC avoids using gender-

specified language, which includes gender-

specified holidays.  They have one day to cele-

brate to parents (both mothers and fathers), 

and it is the first weekend in May.  Donõt get 

me wrong, I am all for all-inclusive language to 

broaden our understanding of Godõs uncondi-

tional love for us, and agree that our church 

culture must evolve to relate to our societal 

culture.  I believe that both men and women 

have the ability to nurture and to exhibit 

strength.  That being said, I am also comfort-

able admitting the sacredness of Jesus being 

a man born from the woman Mary.  To me, 

celebrating Motherõs Day also means celebrat-

ing that our Savior was raised by a woman, 

and through that upbringing truly lived dually 

in one body as God and man.  I like celebrating 

Fatherõs Day for the same reason ð there is 

something pretty great about the fatherly love 

Joseph showed his family in accepting the Son 

of God as his child.     

It is, though, a brilliant idea 

to have a holiday called Cele-

bration of the Christian Fam-

ily Home.  Living the life of a 

Christian means expanding 

your idea of family to be more than the òLeave 

it to Beaveró mentality.  I know that my Chris-

tian Family Home is my Divinity family, where 

at times Pastor Doug does guide me like a fa-

ther, and where I am mothered by the Women 

of the Church who held a Lenten meal to help 

raise money for seminary.  Every week I laugh, 

joke and sing with my brothers and sisters in 

the praise band.  I stretch my maternal mus-

cles when I speak to our youth, and I feel far 

from the black sheep when Ed Pabst and Larry 

Wise introduce me to people who will expand 

my faith.  I savor the supportive cards from the 

grandparental figures of Pastor Don and Mary 

Kay Kahl, and I look forward to uniting with my 

òcousinsó at seminary.   
 

I hope one day to be able to have children and 

a family of my own, but until that day comes, I 

am extremely grateful that Divinity continues 

to nurture me and my path as being a mother/

father/child/grandchild/cousin to Godõs com-

munity.  The blessings my church family has 

bestowed upon me is truly cause for a celebra-

tion, and one of the most vibrant testaments 

to our Lord I could ever know.  

Wishing you Godõs peace and blessings  

~~ Tina Heise 

Dear Pastor Gunkelman, 
 

Greetings in the name of 

Christ!  Many thanks to you and the people of Divinity 

Lutheran Church for the hospitality extended to us 

for the synod council meeting on Saturday, March 

19.  We are well aware of the extra tasks involved in 

hosting a gathering such as this, and appreciate your 

willingness to accommodate us. 
 

Please express our gratitude to everyone involved for 

their warm and gracious welcome, with special 

thanks to all the folks who organized, cooked and 

served the breakfast and absolutely delicious lunch.  

Please also thank those who prepared the facility 

and cleaned up after us.  What wonderful hospital-

ity!!  It is evident that Godõs grace abounds at Divin-

ity.    The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop  
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CONGREGATION  NEWS  
 

BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS...  
 

to COURTNEY AVA SNOW who 

was baptized on March 27, 2011 

at 11 am worship.  Courtney is 

the daughter of Brian and 

Melissa Snow. 

 

 

THOUGHTS & PRAYERS...  
 

...For the family and friends of ROLAND LITZ 

whose celebration of life ser-

vice was held at Divinity on 

Saturday, April 2. 
 

...For the family and friends 

of REV. DAVID S. SMITH 

whose celebration of life ser-

vice was held at Divinity on Monday, April 4. 

Dear Divinity family & Pastor Doug, 
 

Thank you so much for all the cards, flowers, 

thoughtful calls, visits by Pastor 

Doug, sharing of communion, and 

uplifting prayers during our time of 

illness and need.  Special thanks to 

Loretta and her òangelsó for the 

beautiful prayer shawl. 

John and Marilyn Sesock 

 

Dear Pastor Doug, 
 

Thank you for following through on this un-

usual set of events that Iõm sure you found 

quite interesting.  Thank you to Divinity for my 

brother, Roland Litzõs funeral.  Thank you 

again for your time and patience. 

Monika and John Kaderle 

Divinity Church Picnic 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 5 AT NOON 
 

Č GAMES 

Č FELLOWSHIP 

Č FOOD 
 

IN ORDER TO PLAN THIS EVENT, WE NEED TO 

KNOW APPROXIMATELY HOW MANY PEOPLE 

MIGHT ATTEND.  PLEASE FILL OUT THIS 

FLYER AND PLACE IT IN THE OFFERING PLATE 

ON THE WEEKEND OF APRIL 30 OR MAY 7.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT.  IF YOU HAVE 

QUESTIONS, PLEASE SEE ERIK 

SCHUMACHER OR LOUISE HAMULA. 
 

NAME ____________________________ 

 

NUMBER PLANNING TO ATTEND _________ 

 

NOT INTERESTED ___________________ 

Confirmation Class 
Sermon Notes: 

 

"This sermon caused me to think 
about restlessness and what the 
psalms mean.  I will remember Pastor 
Doug not preaching and one of his 
daughters doing it instead .ó 

         Brandon Kalbrunner 
 

òI thought about the time we talked 
about the splitting of the Red Sea at 
school and how everyone was like 
ôWhatõs that?õ  And I was siting there 
like I know what it is and maybe you 
guys should go to church.ó 

                  Mackenzie Gray 
 

òSorrow causes pain and is gut-
wrenching.  Sorrow is being sad be-
cause of loss of a loved one, divorce, 
sickness, or trying to break a habit.  I 
felt sorrow because my uncle died last 

week.ó               Sam Smith 
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Save the datesé 

VACATION  

BIBLE SCHOOL  

IS COMING!  
 

Please mark your calendars for  

June 20 ñ June 24, 2011  
9:00 a.m. to Noon  

 

Children Age 4  through Grade 4   

are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This yearõs theme is the beach ñ 

The SON Surf Beach ñ 

For a SON Surf Beach Blast!  
 

As children explore 

the wonders of the 

beach, theyõll also 

learn about Godõs 

Special Son, Jesus.  
 

Each day we will ask a 

 òBig Questionó and thené Discover 

the òBig Answeró about Jesus.  
 

Please tell your 

friends, pass the 

word and plan on 

joining us for a week 

of Godõs Word, Songs, Crafts, 

Games, Snacks and Fun!  

VACATION  

BIBLE SCHOOL  

REGISTRATION FORM  
 

Please complete and return to the church office. 

 
Studentõs Name ________________________ 
 

Birth Date: ____________________________ 
 

Last Grade Completed __________________ 
 

Known Allergies, Medical Concerns or Spe-
cial Needs: 
 

______________________________________ 
 

______________________________________ 
 

Parentõs Name _________________________ 
 

Address ______________________________ 
 

______________________________________ 
 

Home Phone ___________________________ 
 

Work Phone ___________________________ 
 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION: 
 

Telephone # ___________________________ 
 

Health Care Telephone # _________________ 
 

Church Home __________________________ 
 

Brothers & Sisters (names & ages) 
 

______________________________________ 
 

______________________________________ 
 
Person picking up child if different from  
parent ________________________________ 
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LUNG CANCER 
 

Throughout the world, lung cancer is 
responsible for more cancer deaths 
in both men and women.  Following 
is some general information about 
lung cancer.  Lung cancer was not 
common in the 1930õs.  It increased 
dramatically as smoking tobacco be-
came more common.  Lung cancer is 
one of the most preventable kinds of 
cancer.  
 

SYMPTOMS 
 

One quarter of people do 
not have any symptoms at 
the time of diagnosis:  

 

New cough in smoker or former 
smoker 
A cough that does not go away 
should be evaluated 
Coughing up blood (hemoptysis) in 
any amount 
Chest pain (a symptom in about 1/4 
of people) that is dull and aching  
Shortness of breath 
Wheezing 
Repeated respiratory infections 
(pneumonia/bronchitis)  

 

TESTS 
 

Tests your physician may order:  
 

Chest XðRay 
Lung biopsy 
CT Scan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TREATMENTS 
 

Types of treatments your physician 
may use: 
 

Surgery to remove part of the lung 
or the whole lung  
Cryosurgery (freezing) 
Chemotherapy 

 

COPING 
 

It is normal to feel overwhelmed and 
stressed: 
 

You may have trouble sleeping and 
feelings of exhaustion.   
You may have headaches and body 
aches.   
Your family may feel like they canõt 
talk about cancer and your diagno-
sis around you. 
Learning to manage your stress will 
help maintain a positive, physical, 
emotional, and spiritual outlook.  
Accept that there are events you 
cannot change. 
Be assertive, not aggressive. 
Exercise and eat balanced meals. 
Rest and get adequate sleep. 
Donõt rely on drugs and alcohol to 
relieve stress.  
Join a support group 
It is important to seek help if you 
are beginning to find it difficult to 
cope or unable to cope with your 
diagnosis. 

 

References:  Information obtained from WebMD  

Submitted by: 

Kris Nurnberg, 
Reg. Nurse ñ   
Parish Health 

Ministry  
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MAY, 2011  
 

Sunday, May 1, 2011 ï 2nd Sunday of Easter           9:00 a.m.         11:00 a.m. 
 Head Usher Don Hartwick Ed Pabst 
 Assisting Minister Joyce Tallman Leslie Crowe 
 Lector Erika Wagner 
 Acolyte/Crucifer Noah Eaton Sam Smith 
 Lay Assistants Carol Miller Mary Goellner 
  Dennis Miller Ed Kahl 
 Wine Steward Bev Selong Karen Hopp 
 Communion Bread Marilyn Sesock 
 Welcome Center Carol Naumann Sandra Petersen 
 Nursery Attendant Ethel Horvath Barb Bemer 
 Grace Prayer Team:  Loretta Cross, Marilyn Sesock 
 

Sunday, May 8, 2011 ï 3rd Sunday of Easter  
 Head Usher Dave Boxler Doug Smith 
 Assisting Minister Bill Rettig John Forbes 
 Lector Jeanne Mapes 
 Acolyte/Crucifer Austin Smith Jarret Sullivan 
 Childrenôs Sermon Sue Clay Sue Clay 
 Welcome Center Elaine Quint Sandra Cramer 
 Nursery Attendant Elaine Quint Adam Havel 
 Grace Prayer Team:  Marty Hof, Mary Paul 
 

Sunday, May 15, 2011 ï 4th Sunday of Easter  
 Head Usher Dennis Miller Dan Bemer 
 Assisting Minister Jim Deily Tina Heise 
 Lector Walter Filipow 
 Acolyte/Crucifer Jakob Landrau Kyle Panico 
 Lay Assistants Deb Bird Lynn Ziebro 
  Linda Engelhart Karen Hopp 
 Wine Steward Doug Smith Sandra Cramer 
 Communion Bread   Jennifer Klemme 
 Welcome Center Barbara Badowski Dottie Olson 
 Nursery Attendant Pam Lively Lori Kanya 
 Grace Prayer Team:  Judy Junker, Fay Maldari 
  

Sunday, May 22, 2011 ï 5th Sunday of Easter  
 Head Usher Don Hartwick Ed Pabst 
 Assisting Minister Youth Youth 
 Lector Youth 
 Acolyte/Crucifer TBA TBA 
 Childrenôs Sermon Youth Youth 
 Welcome Center Maxine Hildebrand Judy Votava 
 Nursery Attendant Karen Hearld Diana Vegh 
 Grace Prayer Team:  Loretta Cross, Marilyn Sesock 
 

Sunday, May 29, 2011 ï 6th Sunday of Easter  
 Head Usher Dave Boxler Doug Smith 
 Assisting Minister Mark DeLaney Jill Heise 
 Lector Judy Jacobson 
 Acolyte/Crucifer TBA TBA 
 Lay Assistants Judy Junker Ted Lesniak
  Leslie Crowe Kip Kanya 
 Wine Steward Marty Hof Mary Goellner 
 Communion Bread   Laura Smith 
 Welcome Center Deb Bird Joelle Riffle 
 Nursery Attendant Karen Hearld Adam Havel 
 Grace Prayer Team:  Leslie Crowe, Jerry Crowe 
 

 ALTAR CARE for May ï Judy Jacobson and Marilyn Sesock 
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