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11877 Blossom Ave., Parma Heights, OH 44130 February, 2012 
Phone:  440/845-2060; Email:  divinitychurch1@sbcglobal.net; Web: www.divinitylutheran.com 

 

 

Transformation through the Wilderness:  
A Lyrical Theology of 5 Lenten Hymns  

 

"Tunnel" by Third Day became my daily mantra or devotion as I prepared to defend my dissertation 

last spring ð it happened to be during Lent - yes, I had purple in my hair, too.   

 

Verse one is from a human perspective: "I won't pretend to know what you're thinking/I can't be-

gin to know what you're going through/I won't deny the pain that you're feeling/But I'm gonna try 

and give a little hope to you/Just remember what I've told you/There's so much you're living for." 

 

Verse two is from God's perspective: "You've got your disappointments and sorrows/You ought to 

share the weight of that load with me/Then you will find that the light of tomorrow/It brings a new 

life for your eyes to see."   

 

In the chorus, God reminds us that our redemption is through Jesus Christ's death on the Cross: 

"There's a light at the end of this tunnel, for you/Shinin' bright at the end of this tunnel, for you/So 

keep holdin' on."   

 

"Tunnel" is a metaphor for the Lenten season: we must travel through the tunnel (wilderness) to 

arrive at the light (the Resurrection) and we may use the tools of prayer, repentance, almsgiving, 

and self-denial on our journey. 

 

This Lent, please join me for a five-week series of Wednesday evening prayer ser-

vices held at 7:00 PM immediately following the annual Lenten Dinner Series 

sponsored by Divinity boards and committees.  The theme for this series is 

"Transformation through the Wilderness: A Lyrical Theology of 5 Lenten Hymns."   
 

Z February 29 - #319, O Lord, throughout These Forty Days  (Matthew 4:1-11 ) 

Z March 7 - #328, Restore in Us, O God (Galatians 5:22-26) 

Z March 14 - #331, As the Deer Runs to the River (Exodus 17:1-7) 

Z March 21 - #323, God Loved the World  (John 3:14-21) 

Z March 28 - #336, Lamb of God  (Revelation 7:13-17)  
 

A lyrical theology is an exploration of how components of the hymn, the sound, harmony, melody, 

rhythm, form, and text, work together to provide insight into the nature of God.  Throughout these 

forty-days, everyone will have a different experience in the "Wilderness," but remember, "There's a 

light at the end of this tunnel, for you."   
 

God's Peace ð Alexandra A. Vago 

Wednesday  
Evening Lenten 

Worship  
 

Ash Wednesday 
February 22, 2012 

 

12:00 p.m.  
Worship with Holy 
Communion and  

Imposition of Ashes 
 

6:00 p.m.  
Dinner served by  

Arts in Action  
Fellowship Hall 

 

7:00 p.m.  
Worship with Holy 
Communion and  

Imposition of Ashes 
òReturn to the Lord 
Your Godó  

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
 

Wednesday 
February 29, 2012 

 

6:00 p.m.  
Dinner served by  
Youth Ministry  
Fellowship Hall 

 

7:00 p.m.  
Lenten Worship 
òO Lord, throughout 
These Forty Daysó 

 Matthew 4:1-11 

mailto:divinitychurch1@sbcglobal.net
http://www.divinitylutheran.com/
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Divinity Brother and Sister  
Indoor Painters, 
 

I remember in elementary school playing a 
game (no computer necessary) where weôd 
get in a circle and the starting person would 
whisper a sentence or two into the ear of the 
next person.  The sentence would be whis-
pered into ears around the circle until the last 
person would receive the message and say it 
out loud.  The final message usually made no 

sense, especially when 
the first person shared 
the original message.  
Laughs would follow 
and a lesson was 
learned. 
 

I recently received a message from a parish-
ioner wondering why our new roof is leaking.  
I laughed, but the person sharing the mes-
sage heôd heard from another parishioner did-
nôt laugh with me.  I wondered how many peo-
ple this message had gone through to get to 
the point that our new roof is leaking. 
 
Our new roof is not leaking.  Hereôs the origi-
nal message.  When Dan Bemer and Greg 
Simon snaked out the old drain pipe from the 
new roof, the tile running under Laura and my 
offices was found to be leaking.    Water came 
up through the floor into our carpeting.  As a 
result, Dan and Greg have rerouted the water 
into the courtyard through a pipe that will be 
put underground in the spring, hooking into 
the courtyard drain. 
 

Now that the roof over our hall-
way is not leaking, Greg has re-

paired water damage to 
the wall and ceiling tiles.  Because 
of the water damage, weôve de-
cided to finish the job right, by 
painting the entire hallway a color 
other than baby blue.  

 

With your help, we plan to 
paint the hallway on Saturday 

morning, February 18th,  
beginning at 8:30 a.m.    

We need to know how many rollers and 
brushes to have ready or if youôll bring your 
own.  There will be a sign up sheet in the nar-
thex if youôre able to paint that day. 
 
Some advice:  If you hear a 
story that sounds too ridiculous 
to be true, itôs probably not 
true.  Go to the source of the 
story to find the truth.  Too 
many whispers make for enter-
taining, but false stories.   
 
But then, we all have our crosses to bear dur-
ing our Lenten journeys.   
 

On the way to the Good Friday Cross... 

Pastor Doug 

 

CONFIRMATION  

SERMON NOTES  
 

òAlec was supposed to be acolyte, 

but he didnõt show up.  I was just 

about to enter church, when Pastor 

Doug stopped me and asked me to 

go to the back room to check if Alec 

was getting ready.  He wasnõt back 

there, so I suited up to acolyte as a 

òpinch-hitter.óð Sam Smith 
 

òAngels can give people babies 

while being a virgin.ó 

                          ñ Shane Sullivan 
 

òIõll remember the prosity of text 

and music.  Word paintings show 

how words reflect the text.  The lyr-

ics and music are all connected.ó 

                            ñ Marissa Norgrove 
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PRAY-ER THOUGHTS 
 
 

With the cold of winter all around us, it can be 
or take a little stretch of the imagination to 
think Spring just yet.  But, somehow when we 
begin to think Lent, doesnôt it seem 
that Spring just comes to mind quickly?  
Lent, Spring, new life just seems to be 
the real order of things.  Lent does be-
gin this month you knowé February 
22nd is Ash Wednesday. 
 
Our Lenten journey begins on this dayé Ash 
Wednesday, when here at Divinity we offer 

the imposition of ashes to remind 
us of our sins.  When the cross is 
made on our foreheads, we will 
hear the words ñremember you 
are from dust and to dust you 
shall return.ò  For the next forty 

days we will be spending more time in prayer, 
more time in meditation, more time in family 
worship as we gather to share a mid-week 
meal and then worship. 
 
It was during the Christmas season that I read 
something that really had quite an impact on 
me.  Maybe if you just sit back for a minute 
and reflect on what you see when you picture 
someone who is homelessé. We 
have always heard the words 
ñthere was no room in the innò 
for our Lordôs birth, but it took 
on a whole new dimension for 
me when I read it in todayôs 
language.  The language that was used 
was ñGod became homeless at Christmas.ò  I 
wonder if that does to you what it did to me.  
GOD became homeless!  That is where it all 
began.  Now we are here in the Lenten sea-
son, and I canôt help but wonder how do we 
really see the cross.  Does the thought of 

those awful nails run chills down your 
spine?  Have we ever really seen 

one of those nailsé the 
kind that were really used, 

not the smooth shiny kind 
we see at Home Depot or 

the local hardware store.   

 

Those at the stores would be awful enough, 
but the rough hewn nails on a rough hewn 
wooden cross holding our Lord in place on top 
of a hill for all to see and make fun of.  What 
does that do to you on the inside?  Does it 
make your heart cry?  Can you hear the soft-

ness of his voice as he lovingly talks to 
those around him?  Not angeré not 
hateé. Just pure love. 
 
And so, now we do begin to think Lent, 
Spring, and new life.  He gave us this 

gift that is beyond words.  It is not just tulips 
and green grass, and the Easter lilies, but 
new life for us to hold onto, no matter what 
time of year it is.  New life that really matters, 
not like the fields that dry and blow away, new 
life that is inside of usé new life for us to 
share and new life that can change us.  
Change us to be more un-
derstanding, more loving, 
more tolerant of what hap-
pens in our everyday world.  
Can this change also give 
us the courage to change 
the things we know are not right in our world?  
Can His love help us to find courage to go 
outside of our comfort zones and do some-
thing we might be unsure ofé. Something 
that might make a difference in someone 
elseôs life?  It doesnôt have to be anything of 
great magnitudeé just something that says ñI 
care, or I am thinking of you.ò 
 
God became homeless, and hung on that 
cross for usé He asks us to love each 
otheré He says, ñTruly I tell you, just as you 
did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.ò  
       ð Matthew 25:40 

Loretta 
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Youth in the Digest  
 

Be forever changed by 

His coming...  
 

òUse all your skill to put me together;  

I wait to see your finished product.ó 
            ~~  Psalm 25:21 (The Message)  

 
It was Wednesday, December 28, 2011 when 
I made my first commute back to work after 
the Holiday weekend.  The drive was light as 
far as traffic was concerned.  I will be honest ï 
I wondered if I should have just stayed home 
myself seeing as it felt as everyone else 
planned on doing so.  Of course, there was a 
ton of work that needed to be done before the 
LYO Winter Gathering ï not to mention lesson 

plans for class, organizing 
ñSNLò, recruiting people to 
serve a meal at the Ronald 
McDonald house, and 
moreé  So, I was not 
about to stay home all 
week with much to accom-
plish before the New Year!  
All these thoughts running 

through my head along the drive and then my 
thought process came to a halt.   
 
There on the off ramp off for 130

th
 was a 

woman.  She stood in the cold holding up a 
sign.  I never got a clear look at what the 
whole sign said but I saw the words ñ2 kidsò 
and ñabandonedòé  My first instinct was to 
pull over and ask if she needed a ride any-
whereé my mothering instinct urged me to 
drop my daughter off at daycare and then re-
turn to the off ramp to pick up the lady if she 
indeed would accept my offer.  Instead, I 
reached into my wallet, grabbed out what 
cash I had, and rolled down my windowé she 
had no words for me nor could she 
look me straight in the eye.  It was 
only after the incident that I thought 
perhaps she glanced in the back 
seat and saw my little one staring 
back at her? I handed her the 
money and said, ñMay God Bless 
youéò  Was that enough? In my 
opinion, I could have done more. 

 
I dropped off my daughter and headed back to 
the off ramp only to find that the woman had 
left the side of the road.  Circling back around 
to head to church I pondered what had really 
happened to her, to meéto whoever may 
have put her in that situation.  Even if it was 
her own doing ï did she deserve it?  

   ñ Laura Ramsey 
 

òWe justify our actions by appearances;  

God examines our motives.ó 

    ~~ Psalm 21:2 

SILENT AUCTION ITEMS  

STILL NEEDED!!!  
Do you (or someone you know) own or 
work at a local business that would be will-
ing to give a donation to this yearôs SI-
LENT AUCTION?!  If so, be sure to pick up a 
donation letter (or two!) outside my office.  
Questions?  Donôt hesitate to contact me.  

    ~Laura Ramsey 
 
 

Kids 4 Christ meets  

February 12 th  at 11 am!!!  

Watch your bulletins  

for details.  
 

 

Volunteers Needed  

to Serve at the  

Ronald McDonald House  

on Saturday, March 31  
Meet at the church by 4 pm.   

Come help us serve a meal and  
run activities for the residents. 

 
 

2012 Souper Bowl of Caring  

Sunday, February 5  
Let Laura Ramsey know if you can 
help collect and count donations! 
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D EAR  D IVINITY  FAMILY ,  
 

Twenty-eight years ago I retired from the 
/ÈÉÏ "ÅÌÌ 4ÅÌÅÐÈÏÎÅ #ÏÍÐÁÎÙȟ ÁÎÄ )ȭÖÅ 
spent twenty-three of the intervening years 
as the chairperson and treasurer of the 
Twiggs-Havel Library. 
 
In January of 1989, Ruth Havel asked me to 
take over the Church library, which I reluc-
tantly promised to do on a trial basis for 
about six months.  Before I reach the man-
ÄÁÔÏÒÙ ÒÅÔÉÒÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÇÅȟ )ȭÖÅ ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÔÅÐ 
down on January 31st, which happens to be 
a special date in my life.  On that date in 
1951, our family arrived in the United 
States to start a new life, and on this date in 
2012, I will leave a very special place 
×ÈÅÒÅ )ȭÖÅ ÓÐÅÎÔ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÏÎÅ-quarter of 
my life. 
 
At this time, I would like to extend my 
gratitude to all of you for the generous sup-
port you have given through the years to 
the library, which I am told is one of the 
finest church libraries in the Cleveland 
area.  Please continue to support and enjoy 
the treasures in your church library.  Thank 
you especially to all who have served so 
faithfully and tirelessly on the library com-
mittee. 
 
I also want to thank you, my Divinity fam-
ily, from the bottom of my heart for all the 
love, concern, hugs, friendship, kind words, 
and support you gave me personally, espe-
cially during my bout with cancer fourteen 
years ago. 
 
The past twenty-three years were a real 
blessing in my life, and I will forever treas-
ure all the good memories of these years. 

 

With a grateful heart  

and in Christõs love, 

Olga Retsch 

 

THANK YOU OLGA!  
  

The Friends of the Twiggs-Havel Library at 
Divinity would like to offer our sincere 
thank you to Olga Retsch for over two dec-
ades of dedicated service.  She has faith-
fully grown our library into one of the best 
church libraries in Northeast Ohio with 
over 8,000 volumes in our collection.  
 
The library committee plans 
to continue Olgaõs legacy by 
welcoming all members of 
the congregation to visit and 
borrow resources to learn 
and build their spiritual life.  
We thank Olga for building a strong foun-
dation to move forward into the future.  

Sincerely, 

Friends of the Library 
Nancy Kilkenny, Ethel Horvath,  

Jackie Difford, Marty Hof, Jenny Klemme, 
Lori Schifano, Alan Jozwiak, Elaine Quint

A Contemporary Musical Portrayal of 

the Trial, Execution and  

Resurrection of Jesus the Messiah  
 

Feb. 17 & 18 ñ 8p; Feb. 19 ñ 2p 
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 

276 E. Bagley Rd., Berea, OH 44017 
 

March 23 & 24 ñ 8p; March 25 ñ 3p 
Holy Family Church 

7367 York Rd., Parma, OH 44130 

www.tetelestai-cpam.org 
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ȰCommunity  
Outreach  

ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ !ÒÔÓȱ 
 

The Arts in Action committee is busy 
preparing our schedule for this fall 
2012 -2013 .   We are looking at a couple of 
organ concerts, the West Shore Chorale during 
Lent 2013, and we are presently in negotiation 
with Tangled Blue for a coffee house concert. 
 

Our LWR gift shop will be open on 
Sunday, February 12 th.  There will be no 
gift shop during Lent.  It will re-
open on April 15th (every other 
Sunday) thru May 27th.  We would 
like to thank our entire church 
family for your support during the Christmas 
holiday.  We will be adding coffees and candy 
ÆÏÒ 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÁÙȢ 
 

This spring we will award our first 
scholarship to a Student from Divinity.  
We will receive a list of applicants from which 
the scholarship will be awarded.  Requirements 
for the Arts in Action  Scholarship can be found 
on our website, www.dlcartsinaction.org.  So 
that we can coordinate the award, please sub-
mit all applications to Laura Ramsey. 
 

On April 15 th Arts in Action will pre-
sent a light concert 
featuring several Divinity 
musicians, a string quartet, 
and students of Dr. Alex-
andra Vago.  The program 
is entitled: 

Ȱ)Æ )Ô )ÓÎȭÔ "ÁÒÏÑÕÅ 
$ÏÎȭÔ &ÉØ )Ôȱ.   

Time for the event will be 
announced. 

 

Matthew: 5:19 ñAnd he said unto them,  

follow me and I will make you fishers of men.ò 

 

A TRIP TO THE  
MALTZ MUSEUM  

to attend a Sabbat Dinner  
Friday, February 17  

 

The Board of Parish Life invites you 
to attend!  The dinner is being held 
on Friday, February 17th.  The eve-
ning begins at 6 pm with a short 
tour of the Temple Gallery.  Visitors 
will be seated for the traditional prayers and a 
complete dinner.  Throughout the evening, 
questions and comments will be accepted.  
These dinners are meant as a learning experi-
ence for all faiths.  The buffet dinner will consist 
of roasted brisket, farfel, matzo ball soup, green 
salad and dessert as well as coffee.   
 

We, Parish Life, want to know of your 
interest!  
 

A sign-up sheet is in the Parlor and a Parish 
Life representative will also be on hand to 
respond to questions and concerns.  In order 
to reserve a space, the dinners need to be pre-
paid:  Adults -- $18; Age 12-17 -- $15; Under 12 
-- $5.  We plan to carpool from Divinity. 
 
 

2012 Moll Lectures at  
Baldwin -Wallace College 

 

Featured Speaker:   
Dr. Belden C. Lane 

Professor of Theological Studies  
 at St. Louis University  

 

Theme:   
The Power of Place:   

How Nature Engages the Soul 
 

Wednesday, February 15  
7:30 p.m. ɂ Lindsay-Crossman Chapel 

 

Thursday, February 16  
10 a.m. ɂ Lindsay-Crossman Chapel 
2 p.m. ɂ Strosacker College Union 

 

http://www.dlcartsinaction.org
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I TėS NUT ROLL  

BAKING T IME ! 
 

We will be baking nut rolls 

on the following Mondays:  February 6, Febru-

ary 20, March 5, and March 19 starting at 8 

a.m.  We need some extra òRollersó!  òOn the 

Jobó training provided!  Bring a lunch ñ des-

sert provided.  For more information, call Mary 

Ann at 440.845.6428.  

 

D IVINITY  CHURCH  W OMEN  

SOAP COLLECTION  

 

 
 

We will collect bars of soap for Lutheran World 

Relief during Lent as our Lenten stewardship.  

Please place bars of soap in the box marked 

òSOAP.ó  Soap collection ends Easter Sunday. 

 
 

 D IVINITY  L UTHERAN  CHURCH  

DAY WITH  THE   

MONSTERS  
 

SUNDAY , F EBRUARY  12  
3:00 P .M . 

QUICKEN  L OANS  ARENA  
 

Join us  and invite your friends and family to 

attend this special event, which includes: 

Ā Post-Game Autographs on the Concourse 

Ā Free Face and Hair Painting 

Ā Monsters vs. Syracuse Crunch 
 

Contact Larry Wise ASAP 

for details and registration forms!  

 
 

 

 

OHIO HUNTER   

EDUCATION  CLASS  
AT  D IVINITY  

FEBRUARY 27, MARCH 1, MARCH 5, & MARCH 8 
6:00 PM  TO  9:00 PM  

Ken Vadini, Instructor 

Call to Register at 800/945 -3543 or 

www.ohiodnr.com/wildlife  

 

October, November, December  

4th Quarter 2011  
 

Balance on hand Sept. 30, 2011 $ 11,657.56 
 

RECEIPTS 
 

Funeral Donation 530.00 
Thankoffering 859.00 
Check Reimbursement 55.00 
Interest 6.20 
Circle Offerings 55.00 
Nut Rolls  4,536.00 
Nut Roll Donation 1.00 
Novaks Floral 1,170.00 
 

TOTAL  $ 7,212.20 
 

DISBURSEMENTS 
 

NEOSWO Convention: 
 Journeys End Offering 50.00 
 Worship Offering 50.00 
 

School Supplies 199.38 
Gather Magazine-3 yrs. 33.00 
 

Church Women United 50.00 
 Church WomenðParma 5.00 
  

Wal-Mart/3 Sanctuary Pre-lit  
 Christmas Trees 447.00 
 

Divinity Lutheran Church 
 Baptismal Boxes 500.00 
 Divinity Hunger Fund 500.00 
 Pastorôs Discretionary Fund 500.00 
 

Parma Heights Food Bank 100.00 
Providence House 200.00 
Ctr. For Domestic Violence 200.00 
College Care Mailing 82.83 
Christian Service 307.05 
Nut Roll Expense 1,137.75 
Novaks Florist 1,270.00 
SS Kemp/New Refrigerator 3,256.25 
Accurate Refrig. Serv. Corp. 85.00 
Check Return 55.00 
  

TOTAL 9,028.26 
 

Balance on hand December 31, 2011     $9,841.50 
Filed for audit, Marilyn J. Sesock -Treasurer  

 

Checking 9,541.50 
Christian Service 300.00 
 

TOTAL  $9,841.50 
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BIBLE  

PRESENTATION DAY  

J ANUARY  22, 2012  
 

We celebrate with the families of the following 

Sunday School students whose Bible was 

placed into their hands: 

SAMANTHA CHILIA 

CAMDEN CUSHING 

AIDAN FLORIO 

BENJAMIN HICKS 

JENNIFER MARVIN 

BRENDAN McDONNELL 

ANGEL PEREZ 

AIDEN REYNOLDS 

SAMANTHA ROFF 

JAMES SCANLON 

ISABELLA SUCHAN AMELIA VonGLAHN 
 

 

  

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASSES   
B ABY  & M E THRU  8TH  GRADE  

WILL BE HELD  

ON EASTER  

APRIL  8 
 

Meet in your classrooms 

at 10 a.m. for the  

Easter Egg Hunt! 
 

 

 

PAINTING 

PARTY  
FEBRUARY  18  

8:30 A.M . 
 

CAN YOU HELP give the D-2 en-
trance hallway a NEW LOOK??  
Read Pastor Dougõs article for 
more details and contact Greg 
Simon at 440.465.7944 to let him 
know you will be here!  

THOUGHTS & PRAYERS...  
 

...For the family and friends of 25 

year old BRIAN GALGOCZY upon 

his unexpected death.  Pastor 

Doug officiated at his Celebra-

tion of Life service on January 7. 

 

...For June Stender and family 

upon the death of her son, RICHARD STENDER.  

Pastor Doug conducted the Celebration of Life 

service on January 16. 

 

 
 

WE CELEBRATE THE   

BAPTISMS...  
 

é of LEXA ELIZABETH MARIE CLARK on 

Christmas Eve.  Lexa is the 

daughter of Kristin Clark 
 

é of SHANDI MARIE COUP on 

Christmas Eve.  Shandi is the 

daughter of Amber Yarger. 
 

é of ETHAN MICHAEL CRIBBS on Christmas 

Eve.  Ethan is the son of Judd & Katie (Pierce) 

Cribbs. 
 

é of JAMES MASON YARGER on Christmas 

Eve.  James is the son of Amber Yarger. 
 

é of ALEXANDRIA CAPRI PAINTER on January 

15.  Alexandria is the daughter of Stacy & 

Tracy Painter. 

 
 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS...  
 

...to Victoria & Shane Lister on the 

birth of their son, GRAYSON CARTER 

LISTER on January 13.  
 

...to Sara Regovich & Chris Wells on 

the birth of their daughter, SOPHIE 

ANNA REGOVICH-WELLS on January 

15. 

 

CONGREGATION  NEWS  



 9 

 

òWe believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.ó ð The Nicene Creed.   
 

Greetings, Divinity Family 
 

This monthõs newsletter article comes to you from Louisville, Kentucky, where I join over 

120 church leaders at the 2012 Festival of Young Preachers.  It is truly an honor and a 

privilege to be included in this event.  The sponsoring organization named the Academy 

of Preachers, while being an ecumenical (inter-Christian) organization, is funded primar-

ily by Baptist and Fundamentalist denominations.  Not only am I one of a handful of fe-

male preachers included in this event, but I represent a fourth of all Lutherans present, ELCA or otherwise.   

 

This week I will be preaching among many brothers and sisters of Christ who come from traditions where a 

short sermon lasts an hour, and will be evaluated by some of the greatest homeletical (preaching) minds of 

the world.  I thank you, Divinity, for being able to be at this amazing event, for it was your sponsorship and 

recommendation for me to become a Fund for Theological Education fellow which opened this door for me.  

 

Coming to this festival could not have come at a more perfect moment of my life.  One of the things I love 

about our denomination is that we actively strive to have open dialogues with other faith traditions ð both 

Christian and non-Christian.  The ELCA is a forerunner for celebrating open communion, participating in 

Christian-Muslim dialogue, and healing wounds of the Jewish community which have been persecuted for 

centuries.   

 

We believe in the transformative nature of the gospel speaking to all people so much that we profess regu-

larly in our creeds that òwe believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.ó  We welcome all baptized 

members of Christõs body to our table, but do we really welcome them into our hearts? 

 

Not long ago I was at a birthday party for a friend and when I introduced myself 

as a seminary student my fellow guest asked me what type of Lutheran I was.  

I told her I am a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America.  My 

friend quickly cut in and said, òDonõt worry, when she says ôevangelicalõ she 

doesnõt mean one of those crazy Christians.  Sheõs just a regular Lutheran.ó 

 

A few days later I was having coffee with a friend and somehow that conversa-

tion turned to trash-talking the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.  I sat there as 

my friend wondered whether the LCMS would ever get it together and be more like the ELCA. 

 

Unfortunately, these conversations are not uncommon, and at one point or another we all have passed judg-

ment on a sister denomination.  I include myself in the list of judgment passers.  But now is the time to stop 

and ask ourselves, when did we stop believing in one holy catholic and apostolic church?  When did we de-

cide that Evangelicals were crazy and Fundamentals were oppressive?  When did God give us the okay to say 

that our way of worship is the only way?   

 

When I have asked these questions, I have heard responses such as, òWell, those denominations wonõt call 

women pastors,ó or òthey take the Bible too literally.ó  Those facts are true, but these same positions appear 

not only within our denomination but within the walls of our own Divinity family.  I have had several long term 

members who I have known my entire life tell me they wish I were a man so that they could see me as a pas-

tor, and have had conversations with former Sunday School teachers who believe that evolution could not 

have been possible since the world was created in seven days.  

 

While my education and understanding of scripture holds every different answers to topics such of these, it 

is not my role to condemn or degrade those beliefs.  Instead, through my baptism I am called to having a lov-

ing and open-minded dialogue with all of my brothers and sisters, even with those I disagree with.  While I 

have been given the authority through that baptism to live out my faith to the best of my ability, I have not 

been given the authority to speak poorly or pass judgment on how another person experiences their relation-

ship with God.           (Continued on page 10) 
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Dear Pastor Gunkelman, 
 

We treasure your partnership in the gospel and we give 
thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the mission of 
the Church beyond the congregation. 
 

The mission support dollars sent to the Northeastern 
Ohio Synod are used in may ways.  One way is to pro-
vide financial aid for seminary students.  This year your 
mission support enabled us to send the Lutheran School 
of Theology at Chicago $1,000 to support Kristina Heise 
in her preparation for public rostered ministry in the 
ELCA.  This important work could not be done without 
your financial commitment. 
 

Thanks for all you do.  May we seek to be good and 
generous stewards of all that God has given us. 

Rev. Laurie A. Miller 
Asst. to the Bishop for Candidacy 

RECOGNITION & THANKS 

TO  D IVINITY ėS P ARISH  H EALTH  

M INISTRY  VOLUNTEERS ! 
 

 

Divinity is blessed to have a very active 

cadre of talented and re-

sourceful volunteers in the 

Health Care Ministry.  

These volunteers are very busy.  Did you 

know that they: 
 

z Make phone calls to parishioners who have 

been discharged from the hospital or reha-

bilitation.  During the past two years (2010

-11), our volunteers contacted 7 parishion-

ers per month.  A "home-made" meal is of-

fered and delivered if accepted.   
 

z Take blood pressures on the 

second Sunday of each month.  

During the past 2 years,  our 

volunteers took 254 blood 

pressures - for an average of 

11 per month.  In addition, 

blood pressure readings are also offered to 

those who attend our Community Meals 
 

z Prepare "meals for members" 

and deliver them to those who 

have been discharged from the 

hospital.  Over 50 meals were de-

livered to our members during 

2011.  
 

z Prepare "Soup for Souls" as a fund-raiser.  

We are well on our way to offering our first 

scholarship to one of Divinity's deserving 

nursing students. 
 

z Provide interesting 

and mean ingfu l 

health & safety education by publishing an 

article in the monthly Digest and creating a 

related bulletin board and "Back Door 

Reading." 
 

z Prepare & serve a Lenten Dinner each year.  
 

z Offer cardiopulmonary resuscitation and 

use of automatic external defibrillator 

training at a minimal cost.  
 

Many thanks to our very talented and  

willing volunteers! 

(Continued from page 9) 
 

Each week when I state our creeds and declare 

to myself, my community and God that I believe 

in one holy catholic and apostolic church, I am 

professing that I believe that the transforma-

tive nature of the gospel will unite differing 

theologies in a way that is beyond my human 

understanding.  

 

It is because of my belief in the foundation of 

my ELCA tradition and the creeds that define 

who we are as denomination that I know when 

I come to an event like the Festival of Young 

Preachers I will be able to share the gospel 

with others in a way they have never experi-

enced it before.  When we come into a dia-

logue and trust that we are already united in 

one church we can experience each other in 

the way that God intended ð in the fellowship 

of celebrating a Lord who loves us no matter 

how we pray or who preaches.    

 

Maybe the next time we profess being one holy 

catholic and apostolic church, we should add a 

prayer for guidance on making this profession 

a reality.  
 

Wishing you Godõs Peace and Blessings,  

Reverend Seminarian Tina Heise 


