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MINISTERING TO OTHERS IS JUST AWAY OF LIFE FOR LORETTA CROSS
By Rick Haase

Most people Loretta Cross 6 age are content to watch television a
word i retirement-- i sndét a part of her pl an. She tried

years service as Assistant Manager/ Branch Of fi

Center, having worked her way up the corporate ladder into a managerial role after starting out

with the company as a keypunch operator.

r

: s‘;"j Cross, who turned 80 on Nov. 17, has no plans to stop working. Her ministries, as she will read-
"ily admit, are far too important for her to si
.‘Jlt possible for me to keep doing what Il 6m doi |
' over dinner on a recent Friday night.

The white-haired mother of three 1 Rick Reeder , 62; Marcey Virant , 57; and Traci Schon , 487 grandmother
of nine i Cara Stamm, 35; Melissa Dill , 32; Kristin Johnson , 30; Jennifer Schon , 28; Sarah Virant , 28;
Michael Virant , 25; Jamie Workman , 24; Brittany Schon , 22; and Angela Schon , 17 T and great grand-
mother of seven -- is the Lay Visitation Minister at Divinity Lutheran Church in Parma Heights.

Cross has been a member of the parish for 47 years, and has served in her current role since the first week of

March in 2002, when hired by then Congregation President Marilyn Sesock. Her job then? To visit the
churchoés homebound member s, and organize three | unch
congregation: one during Holy Week (usually on Maundy Thursday), one at July 4 and one at the Christmas
holiday season.

Like with any position, and the passage of time, responsibilities increase. Cross still ministers to the approxi-
mately 55 homebound members of the church, which has 1,200 total members. She still plans and organizes
three annual luncheons for them.

AThose people sharen®ethusme, 6 ame(sawd. their age, t
enough to share with me. What ever ti me they need, i's what |-hosirpeno
phone call, sometimes itds a p e rSkheoisis hursimg hemes, assisted tiv- ¢ a n

ing complexes, hospitals and hospices.

That, in and of itself, could be considered afull-t i me j ob. But t hat s not al | t
coordinates the ¢ hur-cSteghen Miisterp dreelay cavkigiveis svhorpsovide one-to-one
Christian care to hurting people in any form of crisis, be it a divorce, job loss, or grieving after a death. There

are currently 32 specially trained volunteer Stephen Ministers, each of whom goes through a rigorous six-

month training, and must commit to at least two years of service after being commissioned by Cross and Di-

vinity Senior Pastor Doug Gunkelman. (continued on page 2)
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While attending a church-sponsored retreat, known as a Via de Cristo weekend i it means way of Christ i
Cross saw a woman <creating a prayer shawl. AShe ex
she was praying for the perGossbrodgbtthe ideld back ta her hame shurchn t e n
and implemented it with the blessing of Gunkelman. This ministry is funded exclusively through private dona-

tions, and not through the church budget. APeopl e (
either knit or crochet the prayer shawls, each of wh
| then get the pleasure of carrying them to the recipients. Ninety-nine percent of the people tell me they can

feel the prayers. When | visit with them, I al ways say, 6Let n

sented to recipients free of charge, including anyone who is dying or critically ill, or is having any type of prob-
lem in their life which is causing them any kind of pain, be it physical or emotional. Cross estimates that there
are currently anywhere from 12-30 volunteers involved in the Prayer Shawl Ministry.

She also coordinates the churc hﬁ)&;arPDlvmlyyslPray@ﬁ:ImmMlnlsMy ni s
was formed in 1996 and is staffed by a very dedicated group of 37 volunteers, both men and
women, who pray for two weeks for each prayer request they receive. They then release the | ' o
people or situation they have prayed for to God's loving care. Prayer requests are sent via [

email or by phone. An average of 300 requests are received per year, and all requests are [
held in the strictest confidence.

A team of ministers periodically makes follow-up calls to those who have requested prayers. PRAMII';‘I} TRY’
It's an important part of the ministry and lets people know they have not forgotten them. $
They really enjoy knowing that someone cares enough about them enough to call and check on their welfare.

As i f thatédés not enough, Cross also is a member of t
works. The Grace Prayer Team is a group of people scheduled to come to church on Sunday mornings one

half hour before the first worship service. The group meets in the church parlor and collectively prays by the

center doors of the sanctuary. Then they independently move down the aisles reading scripture at each pew.

One person prays over the choir loft, the lectern, the pulpit, and the altar. As each person finishes their scrip-

tures, they kneel at the communion rail to silently offer independent prayer. When all are ready, the group
stands and prays at the center of the rails, where the baptismal font is usually placed. Then they move into

the Chapel where the pastor will come to be prayed for. The pastor kneels and each member of the group

places their hands on him, offering collective prayers for the pastor and the church, ending with the Lords
Prayer. Grace Prayer Team members are usually asked
ing, 0 safidowdrmes siin church before anyone el se. 0

Her husband of 40 years on this coming January 8, David Cross , refers to her as fa
Theresa. o The group of 78 family members and friend
no doubt agree.

Al just feel really blessed to be in the position | ¢
often helping them i and their families with the transition from living in their own homes to a nursing home or
extended care facility. ilédm al so bl essed withHea Pz«

has encouraged me to do things | just never thought I coulddo. | t 6 s r ewai hysiat wani on, 06 s

Last year, Cross was instrumental in setting up a partnership with Parma Park Elementary School, located
directly across the street from the church, to provide winter coats for students in need. That blossomed into
providing Christmas gifts and dinner for eight needy families at the school. This holiday season, the church is
providing a complete Christmas for three needy Parma Park families.

But Cross refuses to take any of the credit for w h
sad. ANobody evel gddandtomavel tt or emasslkl t whrciengs out pAdopl
of the ministries | 6mMhoseot ealdl yname et hé klel ¢edaitngs i

Cross grew up on Clevelanddés near west sbBheandhealmus gr
band reside on Brandywine Road in Parma Heights. Part of the reason for her success is her attitude, and
part is an unswerving faith. AEach day i s a new beg

spoken | ike someone whobés the retiring SoyfghtRickHaase 2011
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In the Iast week of my Pentateuch and Wisdom Literature class we had an interesting discussion on the book

- ; of Job. We were asked as futurepastors if there was ever a time when someone was
grieving we would refer a parishioner tjo
ﬁ. read the book of Job from start to finish, but it really is not the most cheerful of stories.
Quite frankly, itds hard for me to wrap m
trayed within it. 't is a beautiful r efad
would just encourage anyone looking at Job for the first time to remember that it is

one part of a very large canon of scripture.

That being said, itds i n our canon Sso we candt just
l ooking thingsdéd is a recurring theme in seminary Jed
the proverbial bed, name the elephant in the room, and say the things that everyone else is afraid to say. My

favorite course this past semester was in |l earning

was a single class where we got out of being asked to point out the ugly of hard times.

It is not easy to be the voice of reality. It is not easy when someone is grieving to agree with them that their

loved one is not coming back. It is not easy to agree with an alcoholic that they will never be able to drink

again. No one wants to snuggle up to a monster. But we have to acknowledge the monsters because it is
through acknowledging them that we can deal with them. It is only when we look at a problem square in the

eye that we can see that God is looking at that same problem, too, calling us to turn away from the ache and
into grace.

| realized this past semester in that Pastoral Care class how proud | am of Divinity. This community names
things that are uncomfortable to name all the time. We collect food for the hungry, but we first had to name
that people were hungry in order to collect food. We pooled our money for a new boiler, but we first had to
name the fact that it would be a huge investment. Every month Parish Health Ministry names another
health concern to watch out for. We should be proud that in December our newsletter was not afraid to step
up and speak against drunk driving and offer support for those who battle addictions. We even are on the
lookout for the monsters, and by having regular bloodpressure checks we can help to keep that one from
becoming one who bites.

We should be really proud that we are willing to work together with God to point out things that our not-quite

-right in our world in order to put a stop to them. But for everything that we are bold enough to name, there

is something that we arendt. There is a book of Jol
stepping, or a wound we want to pretend was never there.

Maybe that elephant is related to the families in our parish who are suffering from domestic violence that

cannot ask for help. Maybe the monster under the bed is our friend who suffers from depression but we are

too timid to tell them wedve noticed they arendt |t he
our hearts to have a loving and supportive conversation about samesex couples within our community.

It isndt easy to be the person or communi|lle]J(IT | act
look to ignore, but we are called as baptized children of God to be the voice for those who are
not in a position to speak for themselves. Divinity has proven that we have the strength to W

{

y -

what we have done. God asks us to continue growing, continue loving, continue looking grace

stand up for what is right, to work together to help one another, but our work does not stop at
in the eye and say o0l choose you, not fear'

We are at the beginning of a new year, both on the calendar and in our church. Now is thd S .
time to take a risk, start a new tradition, and crack open the book of Job. God is with us, be- hines inthe
seeching us to take a look under the bed. dﬂ[’k]]ess

(he darkness
To answer the question of how we talk about Job to people who are grieving, we ground ouf &did T
selves in the reality that we are blessed with the eternal light of salvation in Christ Jesus. overcome 1t
When we peer into dark places, we will still see light. John 113

Wi shing you Godods$ RPwrand 8emaaridn TiBd Heises | n g s



Youth in the D|geSt In my opinion, there is very little that can re-

place the feeling of a true connection with
Christds spirit moygdsgstyghrough oneos wo
church™family. ~In"thé words of some of our
OFol |l ow my example as | gfadubtédsemiors+&1 extampl ¢ does
of Chri st . 6 ~~ 1Corinthians11:1 and | am very thankful, not only for the pack-
age, but for also belonging to such a great

The holidays may have come and gone, church f-arickEpahardt

but the Senior High youth of Divinity con-
tinue their acts of kindness with dedication

~~ Nl am So ver bl esse
and humbl ene y

family behind me as | journey through me first
semester of Stephdnie Qoaréeyo ~

Some of you may recall
their crusade to help their
fellow man on Sunday,
November 6th at their bi-monthly gathering of

So, to all those youth | have yet to really get to
knowé. We are here for

~ N ) . you at any pojnt you decide to join us on thi
ASNL. O After a quick dlfﬁ(glﬁzlrneJthyeofyo& Pigp é% wWHoF
started?? Start today!! Check out some of

the upcoming service opportunities.

into groups with the youth group from Parma
Lutheran Church who also joins the Divinity
youth on these evenings of fellowship. That
night the group even had a visitor from Christ
t he Redeemer Lutheran Cy
great way for these young people to witness ‘
to each otherdéds service .

' — .

per usual on this night, but there was nothing

usualaboutitd i t was FfARandom A gereet of Ki I'nY WINTER "

nesso night. They were INZ IGAEHEB'N@‘f.ZOIFZ(;-tentiaI
things that they could volunteer to do for their " There is still time to join the group on
community at large. From that list, the youth Luneran voutn Friday, January 6 through Sunday,
elected to lift up Pleasant Valley Elementary January 8 at the Holiday Inn in Inde-
school, Parma Hospital, and their very own pendence. We will be in fellowship, worship,
Divinity family in prayer and through their ser- and work on area service projects on this trip.

vice. Some groups headed off to the Dollar The cost is $100. Contact Laura ASAP & by

Store for care packages for patients to receive Friday, December 23 to register!

while in the hospital. Others headed off to _ .
BJos for PB&J and other snak@&bnfodls thoge 0sQREN

dents in need at the Pleasant Valley Elemen- Beginning Thursday, January @BELT

tary school. The last group headed off to col- 5th from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in the EERE

lect food items for the Divinity Food Pantry. fellowship hall/gym. Be sure to NI GHHCT

Needless to say 0 the youth were jazzed and fill out and turn in your liability

very proud that they were able to help so waiver on or before this date in order to be

many in one night devoted to kindness. able to play. Forms will be available mid-
December . Wedll see you

This leaves me to wonder how many more of

our youth could get Aj azzedo Wluatedrs Nebdedr mi ni s -
try here at Divinity by resolving this New Year to Serve at the

to become more involved in Youth Ministry Ronald McDonald House

here at Divinitye
........................................................ on Saturday, January 14
Meet at the church by 4 pm.
Sunday, February 5 Come help us serve a meal and

: i : run activities for the residents.
= Let Laura Ramsey know if you can help! i
e AR EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES 5 BOWL 4

of CARING

Souper Bowl of Caring
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DEAR DIVINITY  FAMILY |,

DouG AND MRS. R EVILOCK

| received the care package full of snacks that
you all have been collecting for the past few
weeks, and | would like to say thank you very
much! It truly does mean a lot, and | am very
thankful, not only for the package, but also for
belonging to such a great church family. All of
the snacks will certainly be put to good use.

P ASTOR

College is great and | am constantly kept busy
with school, my RA duties, or with something
else like intramurals or spending time with
some friends. This semester is flying by, and |
am learning and experiencing something

new every day. The college ex- \ v/
perience is full of many responsi-
bilities, much adversity, and diffi-
cult challenges, but so far | have
had the best times of my life and
have made some of the best
friends while living in downtown
Cleveland. Finals week is fast ap \
proaching, which means that | will\
be back with you all again soon!
Thank you again for the awesome
care package! | hope all is well, and |
will see you all soon!

-

THANK YOU MEMBERS OF DIVINITY

L UTHERAN CHURCH |,

oOLet us be grateful t o
happy, the are the charming gardeners who
make our souls bl ossom.
wonder f ul coll ege <care
know that even though those of us in college
cannot be at church physically, we are still in
your thoughts and prayers.

Thank You ~ Tony Moe

“ea\*\a

Thank you kindly ~ Nick Eberhard— —

0 THANK YOU

CONFIRMATION
SERMON NOTES

0OYou have made

O Lord, and our hearts are rest-
less until they rest in you. Some-
times we just have to sit back
and enjoy what o¢cC

Kyle Panico

ol wi | | remember acol
time with God, not to bully or gossip, but to be
faithful t o ddaebeccaSmiht h e

0Someti mes when you |
see all that God has done for you and all he
c r e at & Marissa Norgrove

DEAR DIVINITY FAMILY |,

/ | am so very blessed to have my church

» family behind me as | journey through my
first semester of college. Thank you for
the care package. It is coming in handy

» now that finals are coming up. Also,
thank you for the extra prayers. | think
about you all when | ¢

am comforted. Thank you again and

Happy Holidays!
~ Stephanie Conroy

W OMEN & CIRCLE
GROUP AND ALL D IvINITY M EMm-
BERS WHO MADE DONATIONS FOR
THE CARE BOXES THANK
for the treats and for thinking about us!!

peopl e Apniedlinghaarth

TO THE

YO

us

for the
pTaHaNKa Yeu DIVINITY 6 BAMILY c..e t o
é for the goody box.
college in town, | appreciate that you have
thought of me and have me in your prayers.

Blessings ~ Daniel Nurnberg

Al




Divinity Sisters and
Brothers in Christ,

Our small idea of how to care for people gets
bounced back at us with what seems a huge and

i mpossible proposal. You
This school year, 30 of us have havenot got the time. [
been gathering on Monday nights havendot got the energy. A

and Wednesday mornings to

study and talk about the Gospel of Think through how itds hap

Matthew. Our conversations are Jesus has turned into the thought of service. Je-
both spirited and spirit-filled. sus takes the thought, turns it inside out (making it

more costly, of course), and gives it back to you
As we prepare for our annual time and talent as a challenge. In puzzled response to the chal-
weekend on January 7-8, | thought about a recent l enge, you offer what ti me
AiMatthew conversationd we KA@WhBButd tPEs AsuifieLedi-nadeq)
ing the 5,000 with 5 loaves and 2 fish. and the same thing happens. He takes it, blesses

it and breaks it (ther eds
Jesus was grieving the death of his cousin and gives it to you 8 and your job now is to give it to
friend, John the Baptist, ©e¥RBeodyelsthe withdrew to a
deserted place by himself .0 The crowds foll owed
hi m # an dcohpassitndod them and cured This is how it works whenever someone is close
their sick. o enough to Jesus to catch

doing and how you could help. We blunder in with
AWhen it was evening, the OHriidgasorhqurgtige andipient shegt wiijeggh
.and said, 6Thi s i $f oug minigtrdes. WWetoifegwhat we have. Jesus

Q 11T
JESUS FEED) place, and the hour is now late: takes ideas, loaves and fishes, money, time, tal-
5 send the crowds away so that ents, office volunteers, youth ministers, kitchen
Q they may go into the villages and workers, musicians, teachers, food pantry dona-
> buy food for thems elfoRseRayessy knitters, computer fixers, carpen-
q ters, gardeners, counters, and whatever else we

AJesus said to thehave tg pffere yHe Roide gpem before his father
not go away: you give them with prayer and blessing. Then, breaking them so

a .
I) ()()() somet hing to eat . &eyarereadyifar use Re gives them back to us
L7y 14:13-21) to give to those who need them.

When we look back on our lives, we remember And now, they are both ours and not ours. They
experiences when we were aehpth whagwe gag in miadsand ot what we
compassion through one of his followers. As Je- had in mind. Something greater and different,
sus has cared for us, we would like to care for oth- more powerful and mysterious, yet also our own.
ers. So we come up Wwith \dltsist ourgGhristian sefgjee throgah ®yr Dir ¢

"\ vinity ministries that has me looking on in
amazement to see what God is doing
with the bits and pieces of our time and
talent that we offer to him.

be good to send them away now, so that
they could go and buy food rather
than all getting hungry here, miles
away from anywhere?

| challenge you to continue to offer new
ideas for ministry and to volunteer for min-

ingl 8¥rYhéhateds oew for you

Jesus is always delighted when people
around him come up with ideas which
show that theyodre t

others. But often what he has to do is to take sheet or Aiministry sel e
those ideas and do something startling with them. icommi t ment of spiritual g
I f you really care foyou the @y offigeor beowght forwargydynng thegptiegng on

give them something to eat? How can you use January 7-8.

your time and talents to serve them?

X

Jesus said to them, fyauh e y
give them something to eat

In Christ 1 Pastor Doug




GCommunity Outreach
OEOI OCE OEA
A New Year and new hopes and
dreams, theArts in Action team
hopes that your Christmas was
a blessed one. As we bask in the
Christmas afterglow we can reflect on our re-
cent past and look to a new future, with many
new possibilities. We are also excited to an-

nounce the official website for Arts in Action,
www.dlcartsinaction.org.

7A x1T Ol A 1T EEA OiChrigmdadi OO0
' EAO 3 waseiidgé success. So much so
that we will be opening up a more permanent

gift boutique on Sunday January 1. On an on-

going basis the gift bou-
tique will be open on alter- s) Lutheran World Relief
nating Sundays and will

carry gift items from Lutheran World Relief.
We are also looking to our Divinity family for
the work of their own hands. Profits of the gift
boutique will be going to our ongoing expenses
and the Arts in Action Scholarship fund .
Those items made by our handshands will be

priced by the individual donor who will also re-
ceive proceeds from the sale of that item.

Arts In Action

We are excited about this endeavor, based on
OAOAAOAE AAT OO 1 E£EAOQET ¢
church. It is serving two purposes, supporting
Lutheran World Relief and our expanding
community outreach program and scholarship
fund.

Speaking of support, we are looking for anyone
who would like to offer their support to our
Sponsorship program by making a donation via
the church office, or anArts in Action team
member. Details about the sponsorship pro-
gram can be found on our new website
www.dlcartsinaction.org under the tab,

030DDPI 06 50068
(j

-

Scheduling for new events has been ongoing.
This month will feature O4 EA # Al AAO
2 Eé? @W\Exzelebraﬁonrinqers.com, from
Stromgsville. “The date for the concert is January
28t at 7:00 p.m. This concert will be held in the
Divinity Coffee House in the fellowship hall.

The event isFREEto the public. We will be of-
AAOET ¢ O3DPAAEAI OU #1 AEAR
baked goods. In support of the Arts in Action
Scholarship fund, a free will donation will be
accepted. Bring a friend and other family mem-
bers to this exciting program of very eclectic

music. The seating will be first come first
served and theO# I AAAA wil log2o® At6

6:@9 p-R-dor theggly agivals.

We presently are in negotiations with the West
Shore Chorale to present a program during Lent
2013. Look for future details as they are com-
pleted.

A request has come to our attention about hav-
ing an organ concert from various organ

""""""" EAOA AO S$E
list of prospective artists and will welcome sug-
gestions from our friends and Divinity Family.
Due to the cost of such an event we are seeking
a sponsor(s) to assist in bringing the event to
Divinity. Our concert with Hector Olivera ran
us over $4,600.00. These concerts are generally
not free to us and support is needed to bring
high caliber artists to this area. Look to our
website to find out how you can help bring
great artists to this area.

A& SoheddléiEveniss  E1 o}A

Gift Boutique Opening
Alternating Sundays
Beginning January 15, 2012

Celebration Ringers

January 28 ™ at 7:00 p.m.
Coffee House
Opens at 6:00 p.m.

www.celebrationringers.com

Matt hew: 5:
foll ow me

19
and |

AfAnd |he sai
mak e

Willj
7
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CONGREGATION NEWS

THE 28 TH ANNUAL
GERMAN SERVICE

...Was held on Sunday, December
4. We had 125 persons in atten-

dance. There was lovely music by
( the Bavaria Singers and a soloist,

accompanied by our very talented organist,

Steve Czapor. Everyone enjoyed the singing of
traditional Christmas Carols in the German lan-

guage, the sermon in English by Pastor Doug,
the beautiful choir and solo music, and
the coffee, bakery and good fellowship
after the service.

A special thank you to our helpers: %
Steve Czapor, Erik Schumacher, Larr)JQ
Wise, Ed Pabst, the custodian, decora- ™
tors and other helpers. We collected $541 for
the Redeemer Crisis Center hunger fund.

N

T UESDAY
AFTERNOON YARN GROUP

We will resume our Tuesday meetings in 2012
from 1 pm to 3pm in the Choir Room on the fol-
lowing dates: March 20, April 17, May 15, June
19, July 17, August 21, September 18, October
16, and November 20.

The Tuesday afternoon Yarn Group provided 135
pieces of hand crafted sweaters, scarves, mit-
tens, hats, prayer shawls and miscellaneous
items to our friends at Redeemer Crisis Center
and Parma Park school.

We welcome new members! Many THANKS to

our loyal handcrafters: Darlene Ells (Voyagers),
Eleanor Huetter (Messiah), Joan Huetter, Alice
Linn, Kay McDowell, Fran Schwarz (our crochet-
ing machine) and Vicky Warden (Rocky River).

THOUGHTS & PRAYERS...

...For the family and friends of JEWEL FAIETA
upon her death on November 22. Her Celebra-
tion of Life service was held on November 26.

...For Richard Tish and family upon the death
of his father, JOSEPH TISH on November 22.
Pastor Doug conducted the Celebration of Life
service on November 28.

...For Gloria Kurek and family on the death of
EDWARD KUREK on Nc ®, Ve
vember 18. His Memorial / /r*
service was held on No-#@ ‘/@9/4
vember 29. S *r ,*/k\
éFor Carol Houk and
ELIZABETH (BETTY) HOUK on December 1.
Pastor Doug officiated at her Celebration of
Life service on December 5 at Divinity.

...For Stephen Woernley and family upon the
death of his grandmother, CAROL LATIMER,
whose Celebration of Life service was held on

December 12 with Pastor Doug officiating.

WE CELEBRATE  THE

...of CONNOR ANTHONY WOERNLEY
and Connor 0s fat her
WOERNLEY on November 27.

e of FIDEL
MICHELLE ZOLA and their daughters, ALEXIS
MARIANA SANCHEZ and GENESIA MARIAH
SANCHEZ on December 11.

CONGRATULATIONS...
...to Lindsey & Frank McMasters H

3
on the birth of their son, JARED %547
ANTHONY McMASTERS on D NEW = J
cember 5. BABIES!

...to Jessica Roslan & Neil Fazio on the birth of
their son, BRENDON ANTHONY FAZIO on No-
vember 30.

8
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THINKING
ABOUT LENT?

Perhaps it seems a little bit earl
to be thinking about Lent, but thg
truth of the matter is that Lent
begins on Ash Wednesday, whi

is February 22nd!

Lent is a special time for meditation, prayer and
tential practices, as we seek to increase our u
standing of Christods s

As we have done in the past, we will again creé
Lenten Devotional written by members of our ch
family. We are asking you to participate by writi
devotion (s) in the following format:

Z A scripture verse

THANKS FrROM REDEEMER
CRISIS CENTER

Dear Faithful Friends in Jesus,

Thank you for your gift of $150
given to the Center at the Thanks-
giving Bag Pack. Itis our hope that
Pth a1l from Divinity enjoyed
for all your muscles and good humor. This year we he
. more clients needing help to provide a Thanksgiving dinne
NI“than we ever have. As a matter of fact, this November, b

nTer' tween the regular distribution and the Thanksgiving bags

C bver f1,000 iags affodd war€ givenrolit. € ACrécdrddfdt th
Center! So you can see that your gift is very timely as v
t© Show prepare to get ready for the Christmas food bag an

rchyitt distribution.

ga

Divinityds help has really
this community and is a |

who has begun a good work in your carry it on to completic

Z Your devotion (your creation or a favofiteunt i | the day of Christ Je
one you would like to share) this Advent season. ~ Diane Zellmer, Director
Z Ashort prayer | DIVINITY GIVES THANKS!
Please submit your devotions to Loretta O the Womensds Grou 06 | wo
Paula NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 1, 2012!!I enjoyed the food you sent me. Had enc_Sdey
almost a whole week. Thank You so ver& /’9

A HUGE THANK You are truly a great gift to all of us, witt- <&\ 7

You!i . nice work you are doing. Thank you age A

~ Gunda Kueck

The Divinity Courtyard . ’
has a dcl ean Dear Friendsé Thank.you V €
look after some LONG you made for us. It was wonderful. The chicken soup wa

HOURS spent weeding,
clearing, and cleaning it by AL & MARY

DICARLO! We so appreciate their initia-
tive in o0digging ino (
ministry!!

blessing. Thank you again for your thoughtfulness.
~ Herman and Jeanne Dietz

Dear Pastor Dougé Thank yo
p Uore eachrpt my puEpediep.) | appreciate the jtinges you cal
to visit and brought prayer and communion. | am very for
nate to have the care and support of the Divinity family in

THANKS FROM
PARMA
SCHOOLS

Dear Pastor Gunkelman

ou!
and Supporters,

Thank you very much for your donation of several
containers of peanut butter, grape jelly, and r
krispie treats to Pleasant Valley Elementary sc
and the Parma City School District. It will cert
make a difference in the education of over 12,(

students that we serve in the communities of Pajma

Parma Heights, and Seven Hills.
~ Daniel Bowman, Treasurer/CFO

many ways. Thank you agai
~ Janet Schoch
Dear Friendsé | canot t han

cious meal they prepared for me. Marti and Jim Steph:
brought it and we had a good visit. While | was a hospi
patient, Pastor Doug came to see me as did Loretta whe
was in the rehab center. Both gave me communion. F
|larg@ese and the prayers of the congregation, | am truly grate
ce Divinity is my spiritual home and these are some of the re
ool sons why. Yours in Christ ~ Jeanne Ormsby

nlyDear

00 Ladiesé Thank you f

Divinityés hospitalized.
'the meals, the phone calls and chats surrounding my t\
knee surgeries. Rehab is progressing <sieddayn
blessed! Sincerely ~ Janet Schoch

or
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WINTER WEATHER
OUTDOORSAFETY

=[ af=]2SF ¥

Winter is here!

Most of us know how to protect ourselves
and keep warm, but here are some remind-
ers. When the weather is extremely cold,

and especially if there are high winds, try to

stay indoors. Make any trips outside as brief
as possible, and remember these tips to pro-
tect your health and safety:

Adults and children should wear:

A hat

A scarf or knit mask to cover face and mouth
Sleeves that are snug at the wrist

Mittens (they are warmer than gloves)
Water-resistant coat and boots

Several layers of loose-fitting clothing

HNUWWUWUWW

Be sure the outer layer of your clothing is tightly
woven, preferably wind resistant, to reduce body -
heat loss caused by wind. Wool, silk, or polypropyl-
ene inner layers of clothing will hold more body
heat than cotton. Stay dry fiwet clothing chills the
body rapidly. Excess perspiration will increase heat
loss, so remove extra layers of clothing whenever
you feel too warm. Also, avoid getting gasoline or
alcohol on your skin while de -icing and fueling your
car or using a snow blower. These materials in con-
tact with the skin greatly increase heat loss from
the body. Do not ignore
first sign that the body is losing heat. Persistent
shivering is a signal to return indoors.

Avoid Frostbite and Hypothermia

When exposed to cold temperatures, your
body begins to lose heat faster than it can be
produced. Prolonged exposure to cold will
eventually wuse up you
The result is hypothermia, or abnormally low
body temperature. Body temperature that is
too low affects the brain, making the victim
unable to think clearly or move well. This
makes hypothermia particularly dangerous be-
cause a person may not know it is happening
and wondt be able to

Submitted by:
Marti Stephan, RN

Parish Health

ms ryl

Ministry

Hypothermia is most likely at very cold tempera-

tures, but it can occur even at
cool temperatures (above 40°
F) if a person becomes chilled
from rain, sweat, or submer-
sion in cold water.

Frostbite is an injury to the
body that is caused by freez-
ing. Frostbite causes a loss of
feeling and color in affected areas. It most often
affects the nose, ears, cheeks, chin, fingers, or
toes. Frostbite can permanently damage the body,
and severe cases can lead to amputation. The risk
of frosthite is increased in people with reduced
blood circulation and among people who are not
dressed properly for extremely cold temperatures.

What to Do if You Get Stranded

3 Staying in your vehicle when stranded is often
the safest choice if winter storms cre-
ate poor visibility or if road-
ways are ice covered. These
steps will increase your
safety when stranded:

3 Tie a brightly colored cloth

to the antenna as a signal to <

rescuers and raise the hood of the car

(if it is not snowmgl) .

ST anthgng you need Fromhe trunK'ilotHe

passenger area.

3 Wrap your entire body, including your head, in
extra clothing, blankets, or newspapers.

3 Stay awake. You will be less vulnerable to cold -
related health problems.

3 Run the motor (and heater) for about 10 min-

b Y 9% R SR ewindon dany .

et In”air. Make sure t at snow IS not

=

the exhaust pipe fithis will reduce the risk of
carbon monoxide poisoning.

3 As you sit, keep moving your arms and legs to
improve your circulation and stay warmer.
Do not eat unmelted snow because it will lower
your body temperature.

d o 3amuddle With cﬂh@r pe@dlb@oﬂ\/\larmth t.
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January, 2012

Sunday, January 1, 2012 i 1st Sunday of Christmas 1 10 a.m.

Head Usher Dave Boxler

Assisting Minister Marilyn Sesock

Lector Jerry Crowe

Lay Assistants Jill Heise, Mike Lipinski
Wine Steward Judy Junker
Communion Bread: Carol Miller

Welcome Center Bertha Simon

Grace Prayer Team: Loretta Cross, Marilyn Sesock

Sunday, January 8, 2012 i Baptism of Our Lord - 9:00 a.m.

Head Usher Dennis Miller
Assisting Minister Jim Deily

Lector Susan Worgull
Acolyte/Crucifer Marissa Norgrove

Childrends Ser mon Dave Worsencroft
Welcome Center JoAnn Worsencroft
Nursery Attendant Eaton/Malcolm Family

Grace Prayer Team: Marty Hof, Mary Paul

Sunday, January 15, 2012 i 2nd Sunday after Epiphany

Head Usher Don Hartwick
Assisting Minister Mark DeLaney
Lector Walt Filipow
Acolyte/Crucifer Jakob Landrau
Lay Assistants Doug Smith
Dennis Grand
Wine Steward Marty Hof
Communion Bread: Sue Marko
Welcome Center Carolyn Aquilia
Nursery Attendant Kolk Family

Grace Prayer Team: Judy Junker, Fay Maldari

Sunday, January 22, 2012 i 3™ Sunday after Epiphany

Head Usher Dave Boxler
Assisting Minister Darryl Tinay
Lector Joyce Tallman
Acolyte/Crucifer Alec Gentle
Chil drends Ser mon Adam Havel
Welcome Center Deb Bird
Nursery Attendant Karen Hearld

Grace Prayer Team: Loretta Cross, Marilyn Sesock

Sunday, January 29, 2012 i 4" Sunday after Epiphany

Head Usher Dennis Miller
Assisting Minister Bill Rettig
Lector Sue Clay
Acolyte/Crucifer Rebecca Smith
Lay Assistants Linda Engelhart
Leslie Crowe
Wine Steward Bev Selong
Communion Bread: Deb Boxler
Welcome Center Barb Badowski
Nursery Attendant Elaine Quint

Grace Prayer Team: Leslie Crowe, Jerry Crowe

ALTAR CARE for December i Lynn Fix and Alice Linn

OIS /1,(}7

e

111V

11:00 a.m.
Dan Bemer
John Forbes

Austin Smith
Dave Worsencroft
Dottie Olson
Jennifer Klemme

Ed Pabst
Kip Kanya

Kyle Panico
Karen Hopp
Lyn Ziebro
Ed Kahl

Sandra Petersen
Diana Vegh

Doug Smith
Ken Spanagel

Jarret Sullivan
Adam Havel
Joelle Riffle

Marie Marvin

Dan Bemer
Jill Heise

Ryan Kalbrunner

=D Sandra Cramer

Mary Goellner
Judy Junker

Judy Votava
Barb Bemer

Worship Schedule
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Dan Bemer
Master Plumber

emer
lumbing Co.

Complete Plumbing Services
Electric Sewer and Drain Cleaning
Certified Backflow
OH State ID #20354

6791 Stroud Road Phone (216) 676-8504

Middleburg Heights
(440) 239-8587

A

Kronenberger & Arko, CPA’s, Inc.

Certified Public Accountants

Denise Kronenberger, CPA

www.k-a-cpa.com

v Kronenberger@k-a-cpa.
Middleburg Hts., OH 44130 Fax (216) 676-8512 15821 Glemidge Ave., Middleburg Heights, OH 44130 2 Lt
Funeral and Crematory Services

4334 Pearl Rd., Cleveland (216) 741-7700
7501 Ridge Rd., Parma (440) 842-7800

www.buschfuneral.com

G.5. RESIDENT SERVICES
HAND YMAN SPECIALIST

GREG SIMON
440-465-7944

7791 ARBOR WAY
PARMA, OH 44134
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