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Christmas is first and foremost about joy ɂ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÙ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ Á ÂÁÂÙȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈȟ 
in a giving spirit, in the true meaning of Christmas.  But sometimes, circum-
stances make it hard to find joy.  This season, join with Divinity as we dem-
ÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÙ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÔÁÎÇÉÂÌÅ ×ÁÙÓȢ  7ÅȭÄ ÌÏÖÅ 
to serve you or have you participate ɂ join us in bringing joy!  

 

OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday, December 4, 2011 
German Advent and Christmas Service ɂ 3 p.m. 

 

Saturday and Sunday, December 10 and 11, 2011 
Ȱ3ÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÏÄ .Å×ÓȦȱ 

a Musical Presentation by the Divinity Adult Vocal Choir  
and members of the Bell Choir  

Presented during Worship at 5:30 p.m., 9:00 a.m., and 11:00 a.m.  
 

Sunday School Christmas Program ɂ 10 a.m. 
Celebration of Baptisms ɂ 11 a.m. 

 

By Invitation Only ɂ Wednesday, December 14, 2011 
Christmas Caring Luncheon ɂ Noon 

 

Saturday, December 24, 2011 ɂ Christmas Eve 
&ÁÍÉÌÙ 7ÏÒÓÈÉÐȟ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÈÏÉÒȟ ×ÉÔÈ ,ÉÖÅ .ÁÔÉÖÉÔÙ ɂ 5 p.m. 

Contemporary Candlelight Worship with Live Nativity ɂ 8 p.m. 
Traditional Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion ɂ 11 p.m. 

 

Sunday, December 25, 2011 ɂ Christmas Day 
Worship with Holy Communion ɂ 10 a.m. 

mailto:divinitychurch1@sbcglobal.net
http://www.divinitylutheran.com/
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Wozniak has been his band director since the sixth grade.  Kan 
also studies privately with Parma resident Mell Csicsila, a re-
spected local musician who is frequently in the orchestra pit for 
gigs on Clevelandõs Playhouse Square along with his wife, Dr. Alex-
andra Vago, a recent Ph.D. graduate of Kent State University and 
adjunct faculty member at Tri-Cõs Western Campus. 

 

Kan said he hopes to one day be a performance artist and 
teacher.  He has applied to five colleges so far:  Bowling 
Green State University, Baldwin-Wallace College in Berea, 
Wright State University in Dayton, Indiana University and The 
Ohio State University in Columbus.  His top choice would be 
Wright State, he said, because of the strength of their music 
program. 
 

òWhen I play something really well, and people come up and tell me 
they really enjoyed the music, it makes me feel good.  Itõs also fun 
to hit things,ó he joked.  òGood stress relief.ó 
 

Kan recently joined a local contemporary band, Chosen, which 
performs at 11 a.m. each Sunday at Divinity Lutheran Church in 
Parma Heights.  Vago, a member of the church, recommended him 
for the spot in the band, led by Danette Gunkelman, the wife of Di-
vinityõs Senior Pastor, Doug Gunkelman.  Vago, a violist, is a mem-
ber of the group, and Kanõs younger brother, 14-year-old Thomas 
Kan, a Padua Freshman, studies music with Vago.  òItõs a lot of 
fun,ó Kan said. 
 

Kan is also a member of the North Royalton Community Band, as 
well as all Padua Instrumental groups including the Marching Bruin 
Band, where he was a section leader this year.  òWe had a really 
great sound,ó he said.  Heõs also a member of the Padua Sym-
phonic Band and Orchestra, where he said, òI like listening to the 
violins.ó  If thatõs not enough, he also plays in the Padua Stage 
Band, which focuses primarily on jazz music.  He was recently in 
the orchestra pit playing for the Padua musical Seven Brides for 
Seven Brothers. 
 

Does he have a favorite type of music?  òI listen to it all except 
country and rap,ó Kan said.  His current favorite musical group is 
Avenged Seven Fold, a heavy metal band.  òI think you can learn 
something from every form of music,ó he explained. 
 

Kan is the son of Joseph and Bernadette Kan of East Sprague 
Road in Broadview Heights, an accountant, and contract specialist, 
respectively, at NASAõs Lewis Research Center.  His other sibling 
is 19-year-old James Kan, an engineering student at Cleveland 
State University. 
 

Kan admits that he òpractices a lot.ó  Currently he estimates that he 
spends about two hours a day -- more on Saturdays and Sundays ð 
practicing.  òIf I sound better, I have more fun playing,ó he said.   
òThatõs the reason I practice so much.ó 
 

He really hopes the opportunity to perform at Carnegie Hall will be 
a life-changing event.  òI would love to be a performer,ó he said.  
òDo what you love and get paid to do it.ó 
 

This varsity letterman in swimming last year was a part of the team 
that placed first in sectionals in the 400-meter free relays. 
 

He is currently carrying a 3.88 grade point average (4.0 = A). 
 

His musical philosophy is a simple one.  òI let other people do the 
talking ð I just do the playing.ó 

CHOSEN DRUMMER HEADED TO  
CARNEGIE HALL IN FEBRUARY 

 

The following appeared in the November 17, 2011 edition of 
The Parma Sun Post ɂ © Rick Haase 2011 

 

A 17-year-old senior at Parmaõs Padua Franciscan High School is 
headed to New York Cityõs famed Carnegie Hall 
next February.  William ñWillò Kan, has been 
selected to take part in the American High 
School Honors Performance Series at Carnegie 
Hall, after being nominated by his band director, 
Mark Wozniak.  Kan will spend Feb. 9-13, 2012 in 
New York City, and will perform on stage at Car-
negie Hall in an 8 p.m. Feb. 12 concert.  Kan is a 
percussionist. 
 

The American High School Honors Performance Series at Carnegie 
Hall challenges elite students to perform at their very best. Stu-
dents rehearse and perform under master conductors and have the 
opportunity to perform before invited representatives from colle-
giate and professional music programs. Though much of the stu-
dentõs time is focused on performance preparation, the week also 
allows students to experience the best of the sights and the per-
formance arts in New York City. 
 

The American High School Honors Performance Series at Carnegie 
Hall was established to showcase some of the most talented stu-
dent performers in high school today. Through an individual nomi-
nation and selection process, accomplished students are brought 
together in New York City with peers to comprise the Honors Choir 
and Honors Instrumental Ensembles. Several days of rehearsal 
under the direction of our renowned music conductors, culminate 
in a life-changing performance at Carnegie Hall. 
 

Carnegie Hall represents excellence in musical performance, mak-
ing it the perfect venue for the Honors Performance Series to show-
case its student performers. 
 

Highlights of the 2012 five-day program include:  

Performing in the Honors Performance at Carnegie Hall under 

the direction of renowned conductors like Charles Peltz, Jef-
frey Grogan, and Dr. Jeffery Ames. 

Rehearsal and interaction with other Finalists from across the 

United States and Canada. 

The opportunity to be heard by collegiate music programs 

invited to the performance. 

Participation in a music seminar featuring an industry profes-

sional.   

The opportunity to see a Broadway Show, attend a nationally-

televised morning show and experience New York City in per-
son. 

 

After being nominated by Wozniak, Kan spent two weeks preparing 
a tympani etude, a mallet solo and a snare drum solo.  His perform-
ances were recorded on audio tape and sent to New York City. 
 

He received an e-mail on October 28 informing him of his accep-
tance.  When he told Wozniak the good news, he got a one word 
text message back from his band director:  òAwesome!ó 
 

òI started playing in the fourth grade at St. Columbkille,ó Kan said 
during a recent chat over coffee on a breezy Saturday morning.   
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ñItôs really easy to tell people whatôs wrong with them.  Itôs something else to tell them 
that they can be transformed by that wrong.ò ï Rev. Kurt Hendel, LSTC professor 
 
As I write this I only have five weeks left of my first semester in seminary.  Yikes!  
Where did the time go?  What is even more shocking is that by the time this mes-
sage prints I will only have about a week left in the semester, making me an eighth of 
the way done with my coursework to become a pastor.  While it seems that there is 

still way too much to learn, one thing that I have learned already is that it can be hard to live with people.  
 
Seminary is this extraordinary bubble, and my neighborhood is even more exceptional.  Despite living in the 
middle of the infamously dangerous South Side of Chicago, I am in a section called Hyde Park that is sur-
rounded by the University of Chicago and itôs well funded private police force.  My school is a bubble of the-
ology inside of a bubble of safety.  It seems that every time I turn around I am surrounded by people from 
my school.  Usually itôs great ï like when I found a mouse in my apartment at 11 pm and I could call my 
friend Ryan, who instantly came over and set a trap for me.  Thatôs security I never had with any of my other 
neighbors, and I donôt doubt for a second that the reason why I could count on him was because we literally 
have every single class together.  We also see each other outside of school in the community, as he is my 
personal trainer at the gym in exchange for a free meal once a week.  My classmates and I are together all 
the time.  While it is lovely to be so connected, it can be hard to be so close.  
 
We have now gotten to the point of our relationships where the newness of friendship is getting just a bit 
old.  Like my one friend who is addicted to her cell phone, texting who-knows-who the entire time we walk to 
the farmers market.  Or my other friend who whistles when studying Greek.  Bear in mind we study Greek 
about 15 hours a week ï it ends up being a lot of whistling.  I donôt even want to think about what my annoy-
ing quirks are.  Iôd be willing to bet that after all this time together, my friends probably have a list of their 
very own.  
 
When we love each other and are close to one another, it can be easy to lose our patience and ñhelpò our 
friends and family by sharing with them what annoys us.  We point out whatôs wrong 
with them and gloss it up by convincing ourselves that we told them this for their own 
good.  Really, we voice our annoyances because of our own lack of patience.   
 
The holidays are right around the corner, and Iôd be willing to assume that there are 
many of us who will be spending a lot of time with people who we love but drive us a 
little bananas.  The more we spend time with our loved ones, the more our tempers 
rise to the surface, and the easier it is to see the wrong instead of the right.   
 
As Christians, though, it is our calling to remember that there is an art to expressing our annoyances in a 
way that is loving and will support positive growth.  When we become impatient with hearing the same holi-
day stories year after year, or cringe at the sight of an annual family dish that nobody eats, we need to cen-
ter ourselves in the knowledge that we are privileged to be exhausted with one another.  It is a blessing 
when we are surrounded by loved ones, even the ones who drive us bananas, because there are many in 

our church community who are not fortunate enough to share the holidays with others.  
There are many of us who long to relive those old stories of a loved one who has passed 
on, or to eat that familiar dish that will never be baked again.   
 
So before we begin mumbling under our breath about what frustrates us about our loved 
ones, let us remember that we, too, are imperfect beings and despite being imperfect, we 
are loved both on this earth and by our heavenly Creator.  What a beautiful blessing to live 
in the bubble of that love.  

 
 

Wishing you and your family a holiday filled with Peace and Blessings,  

Reverend Seminarian Tina Heise 
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Divinity Sisters and Brothers in 
Christ, 
 

This morning, November 7th, Iôm greeted by 
two e-mails from Rick Haase and Tina Heise, 
containing very interesting Digest articles for 
December.  Rick writes about our very tal-
ented drummer and Tina writes about her new 
ñfriendò who comes over for meals, sets 
mouse traps, goes to every class with her, 
and is her personal trainer.  How can I not be 
reading between the lines? 
 
How can we not be thankful?  Will has added 
even more talent to our already very talented 
worship band.  A daughter of our congrega-
tion is thriving in her new ñbubbleò at seminary 
in South Chicago. 
 
Iôm even thankful for yesterday.  As we lit the 
All Saints candles, I looked out on many tear-
filled eyes as we remembered the saints who 
have gone before us and the promise that 
God will wipe away every tear from our eyes. 
 
From worship to laser tag where some of our 
confirmands took great delight in joining with 
some second graders there for a birthday 
party in chasing me around to make sure my 

lights on my vest were dark 
most of the time.  It felt like 
being chased down by a 
bunch of munchkins along 
the yellow brick road.  No 
matter where I tried to hide, 
the enemy was waiting.  

Getting shot and then listening to the squeals 
of delight as they ran away into the darkness 
with shouts of ñI shot the pastor!ò is a hum-
bling experience.  Yet, I even give thanks for 
7th and 8th graders making the difficult transi-
tion from childhood to adulthood. 
 
From laser tag, Kyle Panico and I made our 
way up Pearl Road to Parma South Presbyte-
rian Church for James Panicoôs Eagle Scout 
ceremony.  Kyle and I talked basketball as I 
suggested he needs to hit the weights and the 
dinner table a little harder if heôs going to help 
Greenbriarôs 8th grade team win some games 
this year. 

This was my first Ohio Eagle 
Scout ceremony as a pastor.  
I have participated in ceremo-
nies as a cub scout in Valley 
City and as a pastor in North 
Dakota and Nebraska.  Iôm 
always impressed by the par-
ents who put in so much vol-
unteer time as den leaders, 
leading camp-outs, organiz-
ing ceremonies, etc.  But I 
was most impressed with the 
two Eagle Scouts ð James 
and Matt ð and their commit-
ment to achieving the top 
level of scouting.  After listen-
ing to stories of James being 
accident prone on camp-outs, I was thankful 
nothing happened on our Colorado backpack-
ing trip.  Iôm also thankful for the great job 
James and his troop did on re-laying our 
courtyard brick paths.  James also occasion-
ally serves as an usher.  Now that heôs a 
freshman at Akron University, itôs gratifying to 
see how far heôs come since confirmation 
years. 
 
December is coming.  Check out the Decem-
ber calendar for the myriad of Christmas cele-
brations at Divinity.  It all culminates on Christ-
mas Eve with the visible coming of the Christ 
child at 5:00 pm and 8:00 pm and the tradi-
tional 11:00 pm celebration. 

 
We hear the angel voice, 
ñDo not be afraid.ò  Letôs 
not miss out on the oppor-
tunity to be unafraid.  ñDo 
not be afraid, for see I am 
bringing you good news of 
great joy for all people.ò 
 

Be here for the good 

news of Christmas! 
  

 ñ Pastor Doug 

JAMES PANICO  

EAGLE  SCOUT 
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Sock Collection  
 

We continue our annual sock collection for 
Redeemer.  Every year we pass out warm 
socks to people who attend the dinner at Re-
deemer in December.  Most of 
us consider socks a necessity in 
winter.  Many people who at-
tend Redeemer find socks a 
luxury and either go without 
them or have only one pair.  
We are asking you to purchase warm, thick, 
durable socks for our brothers and sisters at 
Redeemer.  Target, Marcõs, Wal-Mart, and the 
Dollar Stores have athletic socks and thick 
grey or blue construction socks at reasonable 
prices.  We give out all the socks you give us, 

so many people leave with two or 
three pairs.  We also would like socks 

for children that are warm.  They 
are in equal need since many chil-

dren walk to school.  There is a blue bin 
marked Socks for Redeemer in the narthex.  
Our sock collection goes until December 11.  
Thanks for helping our neighbors keep a little 
warmer this winter!  

 

 

 
christmas  

Food Packing  
 

Divinity will also be helping with the annual 
packing of Christmas food bags at Redeemer 
Crisis Center.  Wonõt you join us?  Besides 
packing bags, which can be accomplished by 
all ages, there are many Christmas gifts that 
need to be wrapped.  So, if you donõt want to 
pack bags, you can always wrap gifts.  
 
Please donate your time and talents to help 
with their projects.  They are located at 2970 
W. 30th Street, near W. 25th and Clark.  The 
evening will begin with a free pizza supper at 
approximately 6:30 p.m. with packing and 
wrapping beginning about 
6:30-7:00 p.m.  With many 
hands, the work is usually 
complete by 9:00 p.m.  If this is 
your first time visiting Re-
deemer, we can arrange for 
you to ride with someone, so 
donõt hesitate to join us.  You 
wonõt regret it! 
 

For more information, contact  
Jan Jasko at 440.888.6236. 

The Christmas giving tree IS back!!!  
 

The Board of Social Ministry is once again asking for your help in making this a nicer holiday for those 
in need.  From November 27 to December 11, we will have the Christmas Giving Tree with ornaments 
that specify whether the person is a boy or girl and that give you their age.  We 
are asking you to take an ornament, purchase any appropriate item or items 
for that child, not to exceed $20, wrap the gift and put identifying information 
(i.e., boy or girl + age) on the outside of the package.  Then return the wrapped 
packages to the Christmas Giving Tree by December 12.  The members of the 
Board of Social Ministry will take them to Redeemer Crisis Center and to those in 
need.  If you would like to purchase ex- tra toys and games, please do so, just list 
boy, girl and age on the tag.  There are many more people in need of òChristmas Cheeró again this 
year!  Please help us to share a little of it with others.  For more info, contact Jan Jasko at 440.888.6236. 
 

Once again, we would like to thank you for your continued generosity!!  Our Divinity members have 
always rallied for those in need not only at the holidays, but also throughout the entire year!!  This has 
been a tough year for all of us.  Please remember our friends at Redeemer! 
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ȰCommunity Outreach 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ !ÒÔÓȱ 

 

Arts in Action  has been very busy 
these past several months.  Making 

plans and looking at new ways to reach out not only 
to our Divinity Family but to our various community 
neighbors as well. 
 

Our first ever donut sale was a success. 
 

Arts in Action supported the presentation of the 
Gospel of John, by Michael Reardon with a total at-
tendance of over 140.  The proceeds from the free-
will offering went to the seminary and Arts in Ac-
tion  scholarship funds. 
 

As we look to the future, AIA is getting ready to em-
bark on some exciting new programs.  First of all, 
we will be hosting our own web site featuring 
events, the sponsorship program, reports and ex-
cerpts of events, and commentaries, etc. 

The website can be viewed at: 
 www.aia.divinitylutheran.com. 

 

The second new area is going to be a gift kiosk.  The 
purpose will be to a) support Lutheran World Relief, 
b) support the AIA scholarship fund, and c) support 
Arts in Action  programming. 
 

The gift items have been pur-
chased from Lutheran World Relief and will also 
include handcrafted items donated by our Divinity 
members.  It is our hope that we can have the Kiosk 
up and running for the Christmas holiday season as 
well as going forward into 2012.   
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
 

December 9 th at 7 p.m. 

Family Movie Night Event:  
Ȱ4ÈÅ 0ÏÌÁÒ %ØÐÒÅÓÓȱ 

Complete with hot chocolate and goodies!  
Co-sponsored by AIA & Parish Life 

 

January 28, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  

4ÈÅ Ȱ#ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ 2ÉÎÇÅÒÓȱ 
Bell Choir 

www.celebrationringers.com  
 

A blessed Christmas from the 

Arts in Action committee!  
 

Matthew: 5:19 ñAnd he said unto them, follow me and I 

will make you fishers of men.ò 

 

 

Womenės Christmas  

Gathering  

Tuesday, December 13  
at 5:30 p.m. at  

Carrie Cerinoės 
8922 Ridge Rd., North Royalton  

 

ALL WOMEN OF DIVINITY are invited to at-
tend this event!  Please make a reservation by 
Sunday, December 11 by calling Noreen Pat-
terson (440-230-0510) or Mary Ann Filipow 
(440-845-6428). 
 

In lieu of a gift exchange, we will be gathering 
items for Lutheran Metropolitan Ministryôs 
Womenôs Re-Entry Network.  They are in 
need of deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
shampoo, conditioner, lotion and large under-
wear.  Please bring your contributions to the 
dinner. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Centerpiece  

Making  

Tuesday, December 20  
at 7:00 p.m.  

In the fellowship hall  

 
 

NOVAK FLORISTS will be here to help us 
make beautiful Christmas centerpieces!  The 
cost is $15.   
 

Please bring some Christmas cookies to 
share.  Pre-paid reservations will be taken 
on Sunday, December 11 and Sunday, De-
cember 18.  

http://www.aia.divinitylutheran.com
http://www.celebrationringers.com
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Joseph Aquilia Jean Baach Connie Bemer 

Marge Fetterman Walter Filipow William Getson 

Douglas Gunkelman Donald Hesterman John Kaderle 

Monika Kaderle Douglas Kronenberger Judy McGowan 

William McGowan Dianne Mims Clifford Plants 

David Saylor Erik Schumacher Allan Severin 

Jayne Stebner James Stephan Terrance Sullivan 

Maria Voljin Larry Wise Wolfgang Woelfl 

Carl Wolf   

THRIVENT CHOICE  
 

From an email we received ð ñWe are pleased to let you 
know that we have made a deposit in your account on be-
half of the Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Thrivent Choice 
program.  We hope this gift helps further the work of your 
important ministry. 
 

By directing designated Choice Dollars through Thrivent 
Choice, eligible members recommend where Thrivent Fi-
nancial distributes some of its charitable outreach grant 
dollars among thousands of participating Lutheran non-
profit organizations and congregations.ò 
 

For the month of October, Divinity received $631.  All do-
nations that come to Divinity through Thriventôs 
Choice Dollars program will be designated to our Capi-
tal Appeals/Building Maintenance Fund to help pay for 
badly needed work on our tower and a new roof over the 
original 1955 wing. 
 

You can designate your Choice Dollars to Divinity by 
calling 1-800-847-4836 and saying òThrivent Choiceó or 
by visiting www.Thrivent.com/choicedollars.  Thank 
you to the following Divinity members who have desig-
nated their Thrivent Choice Dollars to our building mainte-
nance fund: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P ARMA  P ARK  T UTORING !  
 

The reading tutoring at Parma Park  can 

still use more volunteers!  If you are inter-

ested in helping for second semester 

(January 24 ñ March 20) at 3:00 p.m. each 

Tuesday, or want more information about 

this program, please contact Susan Clay at 

440-570-1155.  The children are delightful to 

work with.  There are more students in need 

of that extra help to make them successful.  

 
 

 

TAX -FREE  

IRA ROLLOVERS  
 

IMMEDIATE ACTION is required for individuals 

who are 70½ years or older and wish to make tax -

free distributions of up to $100,000 from a tradi-

tional IRA to a qualified charity.  The distribution 

proceeds must be paid by check directly to the 

nonprofit organization, such as Divinity Lutheran 

Church.  
 

Currently, December 31, 2011, is 

the deadline for making these 

charitable distributions.  Congress 

would have to approve an exten-

sion beyond this date.  
 

For individuals with over -funded IRAs, this rollover 

provision helps reduce the corpus of the IRA ñ 

and thus the amount of withdrawals that are re-

quired and that are subject to income tax.  
 

Donor advised funds and family foundations are 

not eligible to receive these tax -free IRA distribu-

tions. 
 

You are urged to check with your tax advisor be-

fore issuing instructions regarding your IRA or 

other investments . 

 

Parma Heights WWII Veteran  

Recalls Guarding German POWôs 
 

By Brian Albrecht cleveland.com 
 

October 15, 2011, 3:16PM 
 

Ted Lesniak, 85, of Parma 

Heights, remembers duty at 

Camp Wheeler, Ga., where he and other 

guards kept an eye on 2,000 German POWS 

who were among more than 400,000 Axis 

prisoners sent to America during World War 

II and often wound up working in factories 

and farm fieldsé. 
 

Read the FULL STORY and 

WATCH the VIDEO at 

www.cleveland.com.  Put Tedôs 

name in the search bar. 

http://connect.cleveland.com/user/balbrech/index.html
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Youth in the Digest  

Our Year in Review...  
 

òBe made new in the attitude of your minds.ó 
    ~~   Ephesians 4:23  
 

September 11th:  The youth were off and 
running with the beginning of Sunday school 
classes and ñSNLò.  This year will begin 
ñSNLôsò third year in its unique ministry be-
tween Divinity Lutheran and Parma Lutheran 
church.  The youth have seen some changes 
in the leadership staff of both these ministries 
and truly appreciate the dedication of the au-
thentic, affirming, and available adults working 
alongside them. 
 
September 25th:  It was time to pack food 
boxes at Divinity again and the need is 
greater than ever.  The Sr. high youth stepped 
up to the challenge and took time during Sun-
day school on this day to serve their 
neighbors.  They enjoyed being able to catch 
up on their recent summer memories and 
serve others at the same time. 
 
October 5 -7th:  The Fall Rummage sale was 
a HUGE success with the help 
of youth AND their families.  
Their efforts raised over $1,600 
towards youth ministries here at 
Divinity. 
 
October 23rd:  A handful of youth coupled 
with the confirmands helped out with the com-
munity meal on this day.  They left with a 
sense of purpose and excited at the chance to 
help out again soon! 

 
November 11 -13th:  It was 
time to take a break before 
the next fundraiser, so the 

youth took off for the Blackfork Retreat Center 
for the Sr. High Fall Retreat.  The theme was 
óCourage for Every Journeyô.  It was the per-
fect combination of fun, bible study, and re-
laxation. 

Other News:  
 

Kids 4 Christ  
Activities are scheduled for kids 
ages kindergarten through 12 years, 
on Sunday, December 11 at 11 a.m. 
and Sunday, January 15 from 11 a.m. 

to noon.  Watch your bulletins for details! 
   

Make Note Everyone!  
There will be NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
OR ñSNLò on December 25th, January 1st, or 
April 8th.  
 
 
 

Join Us for òOPEN GYMSó  
Beginning Thursday, January 5th from 6:30  
to 8:30 pm in the fellowship 
hall/gym.  Be sure to fill out 
and turn in your liability waiver 
on or before this date in order 
to be able to play.  Forms will be available mid
-December.  Weôll see you on the court! 
 

 

LYO 2012 Is Coming!!!  
Start off the New Year right with a 
weekend sure to recharge your faith 
journey.  Join in the fun, fellowship, 

service events, and workshops designed just 
for you.  The gathering will be held at the Holi-
day Inn in Independence, Ohio from January 
6-8th.  Sign up no later than Sunday, De-
cember 18th.  
 
 

Calling ALL Youth & Families  
Join us as we head to the Redeemer Crisis 
Center to pack food bags for Christmas on 
Friday, December 16th.  We will meet at the 
church no later than 6:00 pm to depart for the 
center. 
 

ALL YOUTH who plan to take part in re-

treats, summer camp, National Gathering, 
ñSNLò and other youth activities need to vol-
unteer at these upcoming fundraisers: 
 

Ʒ Holiday Shopping Child Care 
Fundraiser on Saturday, Dec. 3rd 
ð Time TBA  

Ʒ Rock -A-Thon Fundraiser ð Weekend of 
January 20th.  
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D EAR  D IVINITY  FOOD  P ANTRY , 
 

Our SNL theme for this week was 

òRandom Acts of Kindnessó.  Our 

decisions were based on what was 

needed through the church and 

community.  Our choice was to go 

out and get food to stock the food 

pantry here at Divinity.  We hope our contribu-

tion will help.  Enjoy!! 

~ Divinity & Parma Lutheran SNL Group 
 

 

L OVE  F ILLS  THE  A IR  AND  THE  

STOMACHS  OF  SOME ! 
 

Our SNL heard about the shortage of weekend 

food for some of the students at 

Pleasant Valley School.  When I 

arrived at my office one morning, 

in front of my door was a stack 

of jars of peanut butter, jars of jelly and some 

very large boxes of Rice Krispie Treats!  When 

I called the school to tell them, they were so 

grateful that our SNL had thought of them.  It 

is the heart of Christmas felt again, no matter 

what time of year it is!  

 ~ Loretta  
 

D EAR  P ASTOR  D OUG AND   

D IVINITY  YOUTH ! 
 

Thank you for your recent 

donation of large contain-

ers of peanut butter, grape 

jelly, and Rice Krispie Treats for our students 

and families at Pleasant Valley Elementary 

School.  Please know that many of our families 

will benefit from your generosity.  Our building 

has a diverse group of income levels and this 

will surely help them at home.   

Sincerely ~ Susan Rueger, Principal  

 
 

TO THE  D IVINITY  CONGREGATION , 
 

Godõs love is at the heart of so many things 

you do.  Thank you so much for the Scholarship 

money!  I was not expecting it at all and it 

really means a lot to me that my Divinity family 

supports my decision to go to college.   
 

I feel so blessed to have been 

a part of such a warm and 

inviting congregation.  I 

thank you for helping me 

grow throughout the years 

and giving me prayers while Iõm stressed out 

at college!  Thank you again.  

God Bless ~ Jordyn Sesock   

 

CONFIRMATION  

SERMON NOTES  
 

òChurch is one of the most important things, 

even if you canõt give money.óð Shane Sullivan 
 

 

òI will remember to always 

pray to God and to find 

ways to talk to, to see, and 

to hear God.ó ð Alec Gentle 
 

òI learned to go through 

challenges, always go to church, help others, 

believe in others, believe in yourself, donõt be 

greedy, try your hardest on everything, and 

follow Godõs light.  God is the path of life.  

Love and share with each other.  Trust God.  

Show others Godõs light.  God believes in us 

so we should believe in him.ó ð Ricky Knoblock 


